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At that time jESUS answered and said, I thank Thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. 

Even so, Father : for so it seemed good in Thy sight 

All things are delivered unto Me of My Father : and no 
man knoweth the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal Him. 

Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
win give you rest 

Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. 

S. Matt. xi. 25 — 30. 



PREFACE. 



The Holy Ghost, speaking by S. Paul, declares that, 
" After that in the Wisdom of God the world by Wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing^ to save them that believe," (i Cor. i. 21 ;) that He hath 
" made foolish the wisdom of this world," (i Cor. i. 20,) 
but that "the Wisdom of God was ordained before the 
world unto our glory," (i Cor. ii. 7 ;) and that He Who 
proclaimed Himself to be " the Way" and " the Truth," as 
well as "the Life," even "Jesus Christ," "of God is 
made unto us Wisdom," as well as " Righteousness, Sancti- 
fication, and Redemption." (i Cor. i. 30.) 

The revelation of God to His intelligent creatures is then 
to be looked for in the communications of the Divine 
Wisdom, given absolutely in Christ, rather than in the 
crowning of a measure of intellectual apprehension by such 
a Gift. In other words, the knowledge of God is not to be 

* KTip^ficpTost i.cof theM/»^ preached, the Gospel, which is foolish- 
ness to the natural man. (Conf. i Cor. i. 23, and ii. 14.) 
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sought through the perfecting of any process of human 
reason developing a philosophical system, but in the sur- 
render of our life to the One Who is God Incarnate. 

In the following considerations an endeavour is made to 
emphasise the great truths, (i) that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the all-sufficient answer to the "thoughts" which "arise" 
in our hearts if only we be of the number of those who 
recognise faithfully, albeit but imperfectly, that the needs of 
which we are conscious are the needs of a creaturely life \ and 
that moreover, we who experience them are sinful creatures : 
(2) That He, Incarnate God, continually presents Himself 
as that Answer, being, according to His most sure pro- 
mise, with His Church " alway even unto the end of the 
world," (S. Matt, xxviii 20,) ministering to, and communi- 
cating Himself to, the faithful in the Sacraments of Grace : 
And lastly (3) that it is our chiefest privilege to "follow 
on to know the Lord," (Hos. vi. 3,) in the Sacramental life 
in an interior converse which is directed by the principles 
of a true mysticism, the " science of the Saints," inspired 
and ordered, prompted and restrained by God the Holy 
Ghost. That Blessed and Adorable Spirit Who indwelleth 
the Holy Catholic Church hath testified to His Presence by 
the singular unanimity of the teaching of men who were 
— even as were the writers of the sacred canon themselves — 
" in space and time apart," having in that which concerns 
their interior converse with the One Lord made the devout 



PREFACE. ix 



partakers of the '^ one Bread'' to be of one mind '' in the 
House of God which is the Church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth." (i Cor. x. 17; i Tim. iii. 15.) 

It is in such converse with her Lord that the contrite 
and humble soul may look to share the communications of 
that Divine Wisdom which is His by inherent possession, 
but which it is His gracious will to make her '' to know 
secretly.'' (Ps. li. 6.) 

A few expressions in these meditations, which have formed 
the substance of addresses given in retreats for priests and 
members of Religious Communities, will be seen to apply 
particularly to those who are called to follow the life of 
conformity to the Evangelical counsels ; but, since that life 
is one which emphasises the Baptismal vows of Renun- 
ciation, Faith, and Obedience, by which all the faithful are 
bound 'y and is not esseMiiaUy different from that to which 
all the regenerate are called ; it is hoped that none may be 
hindered by those expressions being retained ; for, although 
indeed there are ways of following Jesus Christ of which 
He Himself hath said, '^all men cannot receive this saying 
save they to whom it is given," and " he that is able to re- 
ceive it let him receive it," (S. Matt. xix. 11, 12,) never- 
theless the Life of Dedication under the observance of the 
counsels differs from that of the faithful generally in degree, 
and not in kind: inasmuch as all are bound to cultivate the 
spirit of poverty ; '' Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
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is the kingdom of Heaven/' (S. Matt v. 3;) dU to subor- 
dinate the natural affections to the supreme motive of the 
Christian life, the Love of God ; " He that loveth father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me," (S. Matt. 
X. 37j) all to submit our own wills to those of others; 
'' All of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility, for God resisteth the proud and giveth grace unto 
the humble," (i S. Pet v. 5;) "Submitting yourselves one 
to another in the fear of God," (£ph. v. 21;) and finally, 
of aU it is said — God grant it to be fulfilled in ourselves — 
" Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." 

(CoL iil 3.) 

G. S. H. 
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CONSIDERATIONS ON THE 
WISDOM OF GOD. 



INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 

i{4 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Contemplate Almighty God in the eternity of His Being 
as He regards us who are fulfilling these short years which 
make up the time of our life on earth, but who are never- 
theless members of the Eternal Son. He is about to hear 
us whilst we invoke Him at our entering upon this retreat. 

O Almighty God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier, mer- 
cifully behold us unworthy, yet Thy children. Impel or 
restrain, direct and guide us according to the fulness of 
Thy Divine Wisdom, that we may more truly love Thee and 
more faithfully serve Thee Who art worthy of all love and 
service, and Who ever livest and reignest, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

B 
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I. 

We are entering upon a retreat; let us before we go 
further remind ourselves of the reasonableness of such ex- 
ercises as those which are before us ; for indeed that which 
prompts us to engage in them should be no desire to seek 
some form of exaggerated or excited feeling, but rather the 
sober recognition of a true necessity of our nature. 

After the natural order we are conscious of the need of 
sometimes breaking off the continuous course of what are 
called active duties^ both because of our inability longer to 
endure the strain of unintermittent exertion, and also be- 
cause without this break there is great danger of persistence 
in a mistaken course of action, or of a right course becom- 
ing involuntarily diverted from its original aim. We need 
to retire from what we are doing, to place it at a little dis- 
tance, as it were, and to look at it from a fresh point of 
view. So, when thinking out a subject in conversation 
with others how often people say, " Wait a moment, let me 
think ;" the briefest pause enabling them to gather up what 
has been considered, and to combine their thoughts in an 
orderly relation, so that the conclusions to which they tend 
are made clearer, fallacies are detected, and deficiencies of 
knowledge, or of consideration, the better recognised. 

So do we in the spiritual life need to go out of ourselves, 
to stand aside and look at our lives as it were from another 
point of view, to reassure ourselves as to the tendencies of 
our endeavours. 

Oh, how fearful is the waste of power, of life, which is 
continually happening for want of quiet thought ; how mo- 
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mentous are often the consequences of such a pause at 
some crisis of life ; how deplorable the results which may 
follow upon ill-considered and precipitate action ! 

Consider how we have already experienced this in past 
times, — ^what a difference to our whole history if we had at 
such a time done this instead of doing that If we had 
not missed that opportunity, if we had not fallen into that 
sin, what grace might we not have embraced, to what high 
degree of the knowledge of the Divine revelations might 
we not have attained; or, on the other hand, how different 
had been our life if we had not used this or that oppor- 
tunity, or had not resisted this or that temptation : if the 
one had not been by God's grace in some measure re- 
sponded to, the other in some real sense overcome, where 
might we not have been to-night ! in what misery of banish- 
ment from Him ! even a brief pause, a moment's reflection, 
if there were scarcely time for more, had it not much to 
do with every response to grace ; and had not the absence 
of a moment's pause much to do with our defects and 
failures ? Who has not seen two men to-day walking to- 
gether, and yet in a few brief years so widely separated one 
from another that they had almost nothing in common? 
To-day we are travelling, as it were^ on the same road, to- 
morrow we may be widely sundered ; and that too as the 
result of differences in conduct in what at the time perhaps 
appeared to be very trifling matters. Yes, the consequences 
of little things are indeed vast, and are often cumulative. 
Who then will undervalue the opportunity for reflection 
which is given us in a retreat ? 

We need to pause in order that we may take a truer view 
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of our position, and we are to consider the momentous 
'consequences which may follow upon our acting in this way 
or in that ; we are to humble ourselves before God for all 
our past sins of evil choice, or of failure to choose what He 
set before us, and to renew our gratitude to Him Who 
enabled us to choose that to which He has so graciously 
led us. 

11. 

But, again, this time of pausing is not to be one of idle- 
ness, but of consolidation : in natural things to pause need 
not be to waste time, it is indeed a true economy to one worn 
by labour and brought to physical weakness to allow the 
powers of the lower nature to recover their spring ; to gather 
up, to recover, strength, by rest and by refreshment of the 
body ; the various parts of our physical nature over-taxed by 
labour, or burdened by the oppression of outward things, are 
by such a pause enabled to accumulate power. The physical 
life is strengthened, and we have a firmer hold of what we 
call " life" by this re-collection of its elements. So should it 
be with us in retreat ; we are not to cease from activities, 
but our activities are to be especially quickened by the 
strengthening of our spiritual nature, by the refreshment 
derived from the communications of God's love ; we are to 
bring ourselves before Him as the sun and centre of our 
life. He has in the natural world stored away in silence 
and in secret untold wealth of heat and energy, that it 
should be now used by man for the purposes of his life ; 
and in secret He hath done the same, for our souls. It 
is from God that we are to seek for refreshment, from 
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God to look for strength, towards God that we are to reach 
out our whole affections, from Him to gather energy, in 
Him to renew our strength. 

Let us then enter upon this retreat, welcoming the time 
as one in which we may correct misapprehensions as to our 
life ; may gather up into coherence some things which have 
been looked on too little as parts of one great whole; in 
which we may gain an access of strength by our intercourse 
with God. And how may we enter upon it but in much 
dependence upon the leading of the gracious and Holy 
Spirit Whom we invoke ? 

" Oh, Thou Light most pure and blest. 
Shine within the inmost breast 
Of Thy faithful company. 
Where Thou art not man hath nought, 
Every holy deed and thought 
Comes from Thy Divinity. 
What is soiled make Thou pure, 
What is wounded work its cure, 
What is parched fructify. 
What is rigid gently bend. 
What is frozen warmly tend, 
Strengthen what goes erringly." 

IIL 

And as under the invocation of God the Holy Ghost 
we retire from the nearnesses of outward things, and stand 
aloof from the exaggerations of the evil self-love which 
broods over us, we the less dimly perceive the presence of 
that ever present God Who is the source of all things, and 
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for Whose gloiy all things were made; ''of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things." (Rom. xL 36.) 

We are created for the eternal praise of God. And it is 
that we may learn how we may become less unworthy to 
show forth His glory that we are to enter upon this retreat, 
which to that end He has provided for us. His children. 

Men inquire, ''To what purpose is the study of the 
spiritual life?" and exclaim against its pursuit as a poor 
mean thing. Oh, yes, it were a poor mean thing if it were 
only a study of a refined self-love, but when we recognise 
that God has revealed Himself as the End and Object of 
our life, then indeed the falsity of that view of the spiritual 
life is detected. 

God would have us to find in Himself that which we 
need to satisfy our soul's desire, to find Him Whom our 
souls desire to love, and to possess Him as " our Portion" 
for ever. 

As then we come into retreat under the invocation of 
God the Holy Ghost, let us not indulge in any mere 
pedantry of religion ; but let us really seek to come before 
Him to find Him Whom we have already found, to find 
Him more truly. 

Let us come in the spirit of adoption of the sons of God 
(Gal. iv. s), and as we dare to hope, "accepted in the 
Beloved," (Eph. i. 6,) even in Him the well-beloved Son 
of the Father, that in Him we may find the fulness of a 
true satisfaction, the plenitude of a heavenly joy. 

We must come, too, prepared to suffer, willing to suffer, 
if He will ; we must come desiring of Him that He would 
give us not anything short of Himself, upon which we may 
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hare set our hearts; but that He may in this retreat mani- 
fest Himself to hearts striving by His grace to jneld them- 
selves to Him in the simplicity of a less imperfect self- 
surrender. 

And so let us ascribe co-equal praise and glory to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, that 
''as it was in the beginning," ere we had our being, so 
" now" — ^now, when we are invited to conjoin the tribute 
of our adoring love with the praises of those who are be- 
loved of God, Who loveth us — " and ever shall be," — ever, 
whether responding to His grace we be partakers of the 
glory \ or — ^which God forbid — ^rejecting His Divine Love 
we sink into the darkness of the pit '' Ever shall be ;" oh, 
let us look on to that ''ever shall be." He wills that we 
should ever be in Himself, beholding the glory which is 
His, ever rendering to Him a never ending life, ever in 
Him fulfilled with His grace and heavenly benediction : of 
this we need not fail, and that He bids us to the eternal 
fruition of His own most glorious Godhead our retreat 
to-day is a further token, a sign of special and present love 
and of His desire that we may now be confirmed and 
strengthened in all goodness, delivered it may be from some 
snare of our enemy, from some deceit of our own hearts, 
that we may break through some bondage of this present 
world, or be delivered from some depressing sadness which 
is not of God. So shall this time be indeed a time not 
lost, but gathered up, a time which will enable us to secure 
something for that eternity which is before us. 

What would it be to find in that eternity that we had 
lost time in a paltry exhibition of energy whilst our hearts 
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were the while divided, our strength dissipated, ourselves 
lost, amidst a myriad occupations ? 

Oh, that He would then grant us better to know His 
eternal love here and now; that time may be indeed effec- 
tually redeemed by a true approach to Himself, "Whom 
truly to know is everlasting life ;" and Who is " declared" to 
us in His Blessed Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; " Who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.'' (i Cor. L 30.) 

We come then not to be pleased with something we may 
hear, not to surrender ourselves to some interesting specu- 
lation, nor to be engaged in some merely philosophical con- 
siderations, but rather that we may seek to be brought to 
greater coherence of life, that we may find God in Himself, 
God indwelling ourselves, who are by grace, unless we be 
reprobates, in Jesus Christ His eternal Son, one with our 
Heavenly Father, i;i the unity of God the Holy Ghost. 

So let us enter upon our retreat, so let us pursue some 
thoughts upon the Wisdom of God. In the degree that 
any are called to the better part in a life of contemplation, 
it is theirs to possess something of the illumination which is 
vouchsafed to the angelic spirits who behold Him with un- 
intermittent gaze; it should be yours, then, to know the 
Wisdom which is unearthly ; you are to look to God that 
you may know Him better, and thus may learn to love Him 
better : but as He makes you glad with the light of His 
countenance, as your faces become radiant with the light 
of Heaven ; oh, remember that the dark world knows not 
on what you gaze, knows not God, " Who so loved the 
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world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." (S. John iii. i6.) 

Remember that it is for no barren and merely individual 
satisfaction — ^were such possible — ^that He would sanctify 
you more and more wholly, but that He may declare His 
Divine Wisdom and goodness in His children, that the un- 
created light which He makes to be your own may '* so 
shine before men that they may see yom: good works, and 
glorify your Father Which is in Heaven." (S. Matt v. i6.) 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION I. 

" O come, let us worship and fall down, and kneel before the Lord 
our Maker."— Ps. xcv, 6. 



ijh In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

PERSONALITY. 

Contemplate, O my soul, Almighty God in the eternity 
of His Being, regarding thee, the creature of His Hand, 
and recollect thyself as before Him with Whom thou must 
have to do : thou must be ever His, and He thine, or thou 
must miss the whole purpose of thy being. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have 
mercy upon us. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 
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I. 

At our entering into this retreat we reminded ourselves of 
the necessity of regarding our life from a fresh point of 
view ; of contemplating it, as it were, apart from our usual 
surroundings ; and as we do so we learn the more readily 
to expect to have to pass through many different operations 
of grace, and to experience many phases of that discipline 
which is mercifully designed for our purification. Man 
must indeed suffer many things amidst " the changes and 
chances of this mortal life," and those who are led by God 
and submit themselves to the movements of His grace, are 
often brought through processes which seem well-nigh to 
disintegrate their very being ; this is true, but it is none the 
less true that there is that in us which may not be dis- 
severed 'y it is that indivisible substance in which our per- 
sonality inheres \ the storms of life may press in upon us, 
or its sunshine may make us glad, but whether touched by 
sorrow or by joy, this personal life remains unbroken. To 
divide that were to obliterate our essential being ; in other 
words, to annihilate us ; and that, we may reverently say, 
God Himself cannot do \ for since He has taught us in the 
Holy Scriptures, as interpreted by His Church, that the 
existence of the soul is eternal ; and since the Almighty 
acts in all His dealings with His creatures according to the 
essential law of His own Divine life, we may conclude that 
there is a profound moral necessity for the continued exist- 
ence of every human soul. 

As then in our spiritual nature there is seen the image 
of the ever Blessed Trinity, so too of the Undivided Trinity. 
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We possess indeed a threefold nature, in which the Beget- 
ting of the Son and the Procession of the Holy Ghost 
from one source of the Divine Life, are imaged in the 
interior procession of thought and desire. We possess also 
a nature in which, in the indivisibility of its essential lif^ 
the unity of the Divine substance is set forth. 

The image is, however, imperfect, for whereas in the 
Divine Nature there are Three Persons of One and the 
same Substance, in ourselves there is but one personality, 
since neither the generation of thought, nor the procession 
of desire, possess in us a personality distinct from that of 
their source or from one another. In God the Divine 
Substance is co-extensive with each Person of the God- 
head, but the Persons are distinguished ; in man the sub- 
stance is co-extensive with our personality, but that per- 
sonality is not threefold. 

Let us, then, consider this indivisible essential life, con- 
template the dread reality of thine own personality, and 
what its possession involves. Remember that as God may 
not destroy it, so neither canst thou thyself part with thine 
own being. We hear it said, " such an one has taken his 
life, he has destroyed himself;" but self-destruction is, 
strictly speaking, an impossibility; the expression is inac- 
curate, unless indeed it refer to the ruin of his soul by the 
suicide ; he may cast himself out of one phase of being 
into another, but he cannot destroy his life; that life is 
worse than obliterated, but blot it out he may not, he cannot ; 
he must awake to find himself in another world the same 
person ; the same that God once made to glorify Himself ! 

Thus contemplate the great reality of thine own personality, 
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and that it is thine whether thou wilt or not, and that thou 
canst not part with it, for that it is now eternal as God, — 
He eternal by inherent right, thou by virtue of His gift of 
what life thou hast 

II. 

And now consider, in the next place, how the recognition 
of this, to us, the greatest of all realities, saving only the 
Being of Almighty God, is in the earlier years of our life 
very latent. How little is the possession of personality 
apprehended in childhood, for it is only as the impressions 
awakened by this outer world become in some degree miti- 
gated in their effect upon us, that our personality presents 
itself in something of the prominence it deserves. Con- 
sider the pressing claims which outer things make upon us 
in our first youth, their powerful eflfect upon us ; how a 
child's mind is filled with fresh delight as it gazes upon the 
phenomena of the outer world. Who does not remember 
how the heart leaped up at the first experience of some of 
God's wonderful works ! at the first vision of the rainbow, 
at the first sight of the ocean ! If a child have any sensi- 
tiveness to impressions of the beautiful, what a thrill of in- 
tense delight and joy passes through it at such a time ! and 
that is only an illustration of what is going on throughout a 
young life in its contact with the natural world, the vividness 
of such impressions contrasting strongly with the later ex- 
perience even of those who have a rare, and now far more 
intelligent appreciation of the beauties of these phenomena. 
Again, in a child's life, how slowly the years pass by. 
Why ? Because of the numberless things which press and 
surge in upon it, each awakening some keen emotion, until 
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a year's histoxy appears to be the record of an age ; but as 
years pass on time seems to speed its course, and even 
against our will we have thrust upon us, by the very evanes- 
cence of phenomena, the reality of our personality; as 
things which were once so potent to move us have become 
far less so, and time comparatively uneventful And what 
is there left to us ? 

There is left to us that immense possession of self, there 
remains the overwhelming truth that '' I am." 

III. 

So let us meditate upon this recognition of our per- 
sonality, consider that recognition as a developing thing, 
and then ask, What is its consequence ? Here is at least 
one consequence. As this truth is brought home to any 
one, as it sinks down into his heart, he is less and less able 
to lean on those things on which he has depended, more 
and more incapable of finding satisfaction in the mere 
companionship of those about him. As the monk in the 
legend who listening entranced to the song of a bird singing 
sweetly in the convent garden, fell into a reverie, and 
aroused by the sound of the vesper bell, returned to find a 
generation passed and the stalls of the familiar chapel filled 
by those who were strangers to him, as he to them ; so with 
the prayerful soul, as she perceives something of the awful 
reality of our being, she finds herself listening to no earthly 
song, and is carried into a region where time is not, and where 
earthly companionships become more and more impossible. 

The seen and the unseen interpenetrate one another, and 
are linked on one to the other \ but as the effect of that 
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which is seen becomes less and less, that which is unseen 
gains a proportionately dominant influence over the being, 
until, as the tide of time passes on, the soul is hurried on, 
whither God knoweth, and the power of those objects which 
form as it were the mere scenery of the life becomes very 
attenuated. 

Thus personality is known to the soul as a great and 
overwhelming reality which we cannot be rid of. What are 
we to do with it? Can it be nourished by or rest upon 
those things which are about us in this life? Nay, it can- 
not but be hurried away from all these ! 

Oh ! how as the recognition of personality increases there 
grows upon us the sense of a great solitude, of a great 
silence ! About the Blessed Sacrament there is a stillness, 
a mysterious and profound silence which we can perceive, 
but which no one can explain. Should any ask, how can 
there be a deeper silence than an entire absence of external 
sounds ? we can only answer, that as there is a darkness 
which may be felt, so is there a silence which beyond ex- 
pression is a deep and felt silence ; and thus, too, there is 
an awful silence which broods over and gathers round the 
personal life of each soul which is dealing with Almighty 
God, and in some sense with Him alone ! 

Think, dear brethren, of that discovery which as life is 
continued to us we have all to make, be it sooner or later, 
that those on whom we once leaned are passed away, or 
are passing from us ; and of that other discoveiy, that others 
— perhaps some even of those on whom we once leaned — 
now lean on us, and we are alone. And what zi^wef 

Yes, we are alone. And in the sense of her utter insuffi- 
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ciency the soul cries with him of old, " I looked for some 
to have pity on me, but there was no man, neither found I 
any to comfort me, for there was none to help." (Ps. bdx. 21.) 
My God, be merciful I 

IV. 

Men seem to try to part with themselves, to give them- 
selves to some other creature; but we cannot be rid of 
ourselves ; in society personality is masked, but none can 
really make away with this gift ; we may seek to lose our- 
selves in the vortex of human life, but we must each of us, 
one day at least, wake up to find ourselves still possessed 
of a life which Cod gave '* me,'' and of which each must 
give account to Him. 

Mart fell frokn the principle of a true unity when he fell 
from God, and there is, there can be, no true restoration to 
unity apart from restoration to Him, no true communion 
save the communion of saints. There is indeed a solidaritk 
of the whole race since we are " of one blood," but to say 
that this is so is alas now but to afhrm that there is a general 
participation in a ruined nature, — a nature vexed by the 
mutual oppositions of a thousand individual and conflict- 
ing interests, and bleeding from the wounds of a never 
ceasing internecine strife. 

The horror of an unsatisfied life is pressing down men's 
souls, much of the current literature of the day is a reflection 
of its bitterness ; yet God gave us this gift of life that we 
might by an act of will give it back to Him, and the 
Heavenly Father looks in love upon us, and reminds us 
that we are His children. 
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The gift of a personal life is too awful a gift for us to use 
aright, and we may have tried to part with it, but God cries 
to us rather to give it back to Him; He can deliver us 
from the bondage of fear, zjA make us the servants of God, 
giving us to know the " perfect freedom" of a holy obedience. 

For this He enables us to know the greatness of the gift, 
and smites us with holy fear, that we may surrender ourselves 
indeed to Him, and know more truly the great love of 
Himself the Giver, and find ourselves in Him. 

Oh ! what a comfort is it in the overwhelming recogni- 
tion of the truth of our being, to fall back upon the pri- 
mary revelation that God made that personality which we 
possess. "It is He that hath made us and not we our- 
selves," (Ps. c. 2,) and we can appeal to Him with the 
Psalmist, "Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever, de- 
spise not Thou the work of Thine own hands," (Ps. cxxxviii. 
8,) or in the oft repeated prayer of one of the Saints, 
" Thou Who hast made me, have mercy upon me." 

He looked upon our life, beheld us ere we were, fore- 
knew all the corruption of original sin; all those actual 
sins into which according to the several degrees of our 
guiltiness we have fallen; all our sins and failures, all 
the wretchedness of our unworthy response to His grace. 
He knew all, and willed for us the mighty work of 
reconciliation to Himself, — ^gave " the Life," that our life 
might be redeemed. Yes, He looked through all, and yet 
willed that we should be; He, Who might have turned 
firom us with eternal wrath because of our foreseen in- 
fidelities. 

O ! think of the Almighty Father gazing upon us with 

c 
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an unmitigated tenderness; contemplate the vastness of 
the love which willed the Sacrifice of His Well-beloved 
Son; behold Him looking upon the miracle of that ines- 
timable propitiation, upon Him Who was ''obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Cross." (Phil ii. 8.) 

How the heart of God bounds with love towards us, 
how He longs that, hidden in the healing Wounds of His 
dear Son, we should find that personality which He has 
once given to us, and now as it were gives to us again ! 
a gift which should indeed stir us to holy fear, but a gift 
not destined to be a burden, but a cause of everlasting 
thankfiilness. " We bless Thee for our creation !" What 
is it then God would do when He declares to us the 
reality of this gift by putting aside what envelopes and hides 
our life? Is it not that He would lay bare the core of our 
being in order that, free from every impediment, and eveiy 
hindering evil set aside, we may come before Him in the 
abandonment of a living faith, to place in His Hand that 
which His love desires, — our personal being? Yes, that 
and nothing short of that He asks of us. And even if we 
could give Him a magnificent service, a perfect allegiance, 
a quasi self-surrender short of this, it would be nothing 
worth. 

And thus too if He bring us into weakness and nothing- 
ness, if He lead us into mortification, or by some revelation 
of Himself, should seem to crush us beneath His feet in 
the sense of our insignificance, it is only that He may dis- 
entangle us, '' dividing asunder the joints and marrow," that 
He may find that core of our life, and may unite us to 
Himself indeed. 
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Contemplate then that gift which is given to each one of 
us, consider how He would conduct us by all His won- 
derful leadings to that end for which He made us, — ^all for 
one end, — all for Himself; yet not all for the same mani- 
festation of Himself. Each one to be moulded according 
to the thought Of God, Who through all that is past hath 
waited with untiring love that He might conform us to His 
own likeness, that He might utterly reduce us to Himsel£ 

This is to anticipate that which we trust our retreat will 
bring out more clearly to us, but even in this, our first 
meditation, we could not leave our souls face to fece with 
the mystery of personal existence, and alone^ that were more 
than we could bear ! 

O ! not alone, but rather with Him into Whose Presence 
we have come, let us contemplate that life which is our 
great possession. 

So let us meditate upon our own personality and upon 
its recognition, and let us pray to God to teach us to see 
to what this recognition should lead us as Christians, even 
to the awful^ yet blessed communing with Him our Maker, 
our Father, and to the confiding surrender of ourselves 
into His hands, that He may mould our life according to 
the sure purpose of His blessed Will ; and all through the 
merits and mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. "O come, let us worship and fall down, and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker," (Ps. xcv. 6,) to Whom, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour 
and glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION II. 

*' Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find oat the 
work that is done under the sun : because though a man labour to seek 
it out, yet he shall not find it ; yea farther ; though a wise man think 
to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it'' — Eccles. viii. 17. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL SPIRIT IN ITS RELATION 
TO THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

Contemplate our Lord Jesus Christ as He stands with 
the disciples by the Sea of Galilee. He after His Resur- 
rection has again shown Himself to them as their risen 
Lord : He has bidden them to dine with Him after the 
miraculous draught of fishes : He has given the charge to 
S. Peter after having thrice asked him, " Lovest thou Me ?" 
and has signified by what death that Apostle should glorify 
God; and now He saith, " Follow thou Me." S. Peter in- 
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quires, " Lord, and what shall this man do ?" Jesus saith 
unto him, " What is that to thee ?" (S. John xxL) 

Grant to us. Lord, we beseech Thee, that we may so 
learn of Thee Who art meek and lowly of heart ; that in 
that sanctuary of Thine ineffable love we may find rest unto 
our souls, Who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

L 

This morning we meditated upon the gift of personal life, 
which is ours by the wiU of God ; upon its indivisibility ; 
its awful reality ; its recognition ; and upon the real loneli- 
ness of the essential life so far as any other creature is con- 
cerned j upon the purpose of Almighty God in leading any 
into deeper experience of these things, namely, that we 
should, perceiving our inability to deal with so awful a pos- 
session as our being, surrender our life into the hand of 
God, with a filial confidence that He knows what to do 
with it, and will not fail to effect all that we can desire, nay, 
more than we can ask or think. 

Let us now proceed to consider another gift of God, the 
exercise of which is very closely connected with the recog- 
nition of our personality ; I mean, that which is in Holy 
Scripture frequently called Wisdom, and which in profane 
literature we more commonly call by an almost identical 
title. Philosophy ; and we will venture to define this wisdom, 
or philosophy, as such reasoning upon the phenomena 
which are presented to our observation as may aid us to 
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form some conception as to the principles upon which in 
the economy of the miiverse all things are governed. 

Some sort of philosophy of life, however crude its form, 
must of necessity accompany any intelligent consideration 
of our being as forming part of what is ; some theory of our 
relationship to whatever else is, some inquiry into the 
rationale of life, some endeavour to bring our own thoughts 
about it into coherence, is apparently inevitable. And as the 
recognition of our personal life must be met by the remem- 
brance of God, so too this consequence oi\\& recognition is to be 
met by a Divine philosophy, by the Wisdom which is of God. 

Let us briefly consider the course of some of the thoughts 
which have arisen in the hearts of men, and then let us reve- 
rently inquire what is the good which out of this experience of 
many evil and erroneous conclusions God would bring forth ; 
for as we considered in our last meditation ourselves brought 
into solitariness that we might be brought to God, so too let 
us be assured that by the results of man's reasoning upon the 
phenomena of the universe which He has permitted, God 
would really bring us not farther from, but nearer to Himself. 

A French philosopher (M. Comte) whose writings have 
exercised much influence upon non-Christian thought, has 
spoken of three stages of the growth of religious ideas ; the 
theological, the metaphysical, and the positive; in brief, 
the theory which recognises God's working in everything, 
that which recognises the existence of abstract forces, and 
lastly the theory which concerns itself only with that of 
which alone it believes it can take cognizance, and which 
therefore occupies itself exclusively with the tabulation of 
recurrent phenomena : the conclusion of this philosopher 
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being that the last of these stages of developing thought, 
as it is destructive of what precedes it, so is it also the 
ripened fruit of that which it supersedes, and is the perfect 
as distinguished from the imperfect truth. According to 
this philosophy man first looked upon the world and attri- 
buted everything to the immediate operation of God; as 
time went on he formed certain theories of the ordering of 
things according to a supposed abstract propriety, whilst it 
was still reserved for a wiser generation to discover that all 
that can be said is merely that things are as they are, that 
we know nothing of God, and that so &r from there being 
evidence of the observance of any particular metaphysical 
proprieties in the economy of things as they are presented 
to our observation, we can only simply say that such and 
such a thing is so observable ; and this last is the attitude 
of the school of positive philosophers of to-day.^ 

There is in this resumk of the progress of thought much 
fundamental error which arises from the writer's ignoring 
the primitive revelation of Himself which God made to our 
first parents, and the truth that our Heavenly Father, 
who " left not Himself without witness," (Acts xiv. 1 7,) not 
less certainly "worketh hitherto" by the Eternal Word, 
through the Holy Ghost the Life-giver, whatever be the 
marvellous complexity of the mutual interdependence of the 
creatures of His hand, or the wondrous series of those ma- 
terial agencies which He has called into operation, and of 
which natural science takes cognizance. But whatever of 
error the Christian may detect in the theories of Positivism 

^ See ' ' Cat^chisme Positiviste, par Auguste Comte. Deuxi^me parties 
sixi^me entretien, Ensemble du Dogme." 
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the form of development of ideas which is so presented to 
us is to be met with in the daily experience of fallen man ; 
and in the case of those who have never exercised a living 
faith in God, or have lost what th^y once possessed, its in- 
fluence upon the life is often most powerful. 

Yes, indeed, apart from that personal intercourse with a 
loving God which is preserved through faithfulcorrespondence 
with His Grace, what a tendency has the unfolding of our life 
to bring with it just such a corrosive influence as this; which, 
eating out the beautiful, but, as it suggests, unreal images of 
our mythic age, provides for us in lieu of flesh and blood a 
ghastly skeleton upon which, as " reason'' triumphantly points 
out, all the rest of that which we had imaged for ourselves 
was the while built up, and which alone, it asserts, has any 
substantial existence. So instead of life we have presented 
to us the image of corruption, and we shudder to recognise 
our own affinity with its form. This is indeed a true descent 
into the valley of the shadow of death ; and its pains are griev- 
ous to be borne, and its horror is great, in proportion to the 
fulness of our apprehension of the reality of that gift of a per- 
sonal life which has been conferred upon us by a personal God. 

• 

Apart from faith how overwhelming is the problem which 
philosophy presents to us ! Sad is it beyond words for any 
when in the interior life we are but tabulating phenomena, 
not learning more and more of the love of God; great 
and increasing should be the thanksgiving which should be 
rendered to God by those who are by Him kept from mak- 
ing shipwreck of faith ; and if, of His pity, this has not 
been your trial, oh, forget not in your prayers that there are 
souls suffering an obscuration of the vision of faith not only 
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from perversity of will but by the malice of Satan, and the 
frailty of our life, and some so vexed are there amongst 
those truest unto God, those living lives of habitual prayer. 
As Mother Juliana who in her cell at Norwich in all the 
seclusion of the life of an anchorite wrestled with the pro- 
blems which from the beginning have demanded answers,^ 
so has many a faithful but perplexed soul wrestled against 
doubt, and with her has overcome : of these it may be con- 
fidently affirmed that the doubly tempted shall be doubly 
crowned and faith made clearer through victorious strife with 
doubt. 

II. 
We need not look far to see how it is that these tempta- 
tions arise, for on every hand we find subject matter for 
insoluble problems of almost infinite intricacy, and about 
us the while are the bars and gates of this earthly prison, a 
very charnel-house of souls ; from myriads of hearts and 
through successive centuries there has risen the cry of an un- 
satisfied emptiness, and the wail of anguish has gone up to 
Heaven, and to many of the mourners no human voice has 
breathed the name of any helper: even the history of 
Christendom is, alas, such as might make the angels weep. 
The problem of the presence of evil within us and without 
has in its terrible reality enough to rob the very day of 
light, and to transform the sweetness of childhood's laughter 
into an exceeding bitter cry ; whilst at the same time there 

* See ** Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, shewed to a devout ser- 
vant of our Lord called Mother Juliana, an anchorete of Norwich, 
who lived in the days of King Edward the Third." Reprinted by S. 
Clarke. London, 1843. 
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is to the unaided reason of &llen man no certainty of God, 
for "the world by wisdom knew not God," (i Cor. L 21.) 
This only was the result of the matured philosophies of the 
ancient world, death was certain, it needed none to prove 
that; pain and e\dl hap were certain; and for the un- 
thoughtful there were some joys here, and even for the 
thoughtful who could cease to think for a time, some joys. 

To the wisest and the best, " that which may be known 
of God" (Rom. i. 19) was manifest, for to those who sought 
to know indeed. His Spirit which "filleth the world" (Wisd. 
i. 7) was not denied ; and to such " the invisible things of 
Him, from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead," (Rom. i. 20,) but the heritage and 
tradition of sin, together with their own personal offences, 
had made men's minds obtuse in what concerned a 
Divine wisdom, even when they were possessed of a subtle 
wit, and were wise in the varied wisdom of the world ; the 
"wounds of Adam" were upon them, and the darkened 
intelligence is as certain a result of sin as the weakened 
will and the perverted heart Yes, the wisest hoped there 
was a God and cried to Him, the Unknown ; and many a 
poor heathen man appealed unto the gods, and wondered 
if they cared for him or his ; but if so, why were death, and 
pain, and shame, and sorrow? And some asked. Is all by 
a mere evil hap? How came this world to be? Was it 
brought about by a " fortuitous concurrence of atoms ?" And 
being what it is, is it then ruled by a mere heartless fate?^ 

^ For a convenient summary of the Ancient Heathen Philosophies, 
see Cicero, ** De Natur^ Deormn Libri Tres." 
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So men questioned on, until when Christ came they 
had well-nigh given up such problems throughout the 
Roman world; some had given them up that they might 
with less hindrance know the pleasures of sin, and some 
had yearnings after " better" things, even while they yielded 
to " the worse." 

And if we turn to the Sacred Scriptures of the chosen 
people, what answers do the great philosophical books of 
the Old Testament, Job and Ecclesiastes, afford? What 
does the book of Job answer to our inquiries as we meet 
therein the problem of a suffering life? The foolish 
answers of Job's friends, who represent a certain class of 
narrow-minded religious people, ever ready with a shallow 
answer for every difficulty, are set aside. Job knew their 
emptiness and their incapacity to answer the problem of 
his life, and he turned from them with sorrow and anger, 
and God put the seal to his rejection of their philosophy, 
and bade them desire the prayers of Job, — " And it was 
so, after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the 
Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled 
against thee, and against thy two friends, for ye have not 
spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job 
hath. Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks, and 
seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and oflfer up for 
yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job shall 
pray for you : for him will I accept : lest I deal with you 
after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of Me the thing 
which is right like My servant Job." (Job xlii. 7, 8.) 

In what way then are Job's difficulties met? Not by a 
categorical answer to his questionings, but by the revelation 
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of God Himself to His servant, — * I have heard of Thee, 
with the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee ; 
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.'' 
(Job xlii. 5, 6.) 

He no longer asks, why am I brought into this or that 
abjection? It became enough to Job to know that he was 
in the Presence of the great God, and that He was his 
God, and into His hands he surrendered his life, and his 
troubled thoughts as to others or himself; and CjOd blessed 
him abundantly. 

And how does Ecclesiastes, the inspired preacher, deal 
with these things ? The preacher has considered life in its 
phases of wisdom and of folly, of mirth and of sorrow of 
heart, of suffering and of oppression, and as he reviews that 
which so presents itself to his observation, again and again 
he cries, " Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." Whilst inter- 
woven with this refrain there is one counsel reiterated with 
more or less of evident irony, namely, that we should en- 
joy what we may while we may. (Eccles. ii. 24 ; iii. 12, 13 ; 

v. 18; ix. 7 10; XL 9.) 

The preacher declares man's inability to fathom the 
mystery of life. " I beheld all the work of God, that a man 
cannot find out the work that is done under the sun : be- 
cause though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not 
find it; and further, though a man think to know it, yet 
shall he not be able to find it" (Eccles. viiL 17.) And 
accordingly he admonishes those who overwhelm them- 
selves with study, that " of making many books there is no 
end, and much study is a weariness to the flesh." (Eccles. 
xil 12.) Thus setting before us as the ripe thought of the 
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wisest of men, that the way of philosophical research is not 
the way of peace, and finally setting before us as the con- 
clusion of the whole matter, the injunction "Fear God 
and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty 
of man," (Eccles. xii. 13,) he points on to judgment to 
come, (ver. 14,) a thought which reflects light upon what 
else were dark in the earlier passages of the treatise ; and 
sets before us the way of a faithful allegiance to God as that 
by which we may escape from a despairing pessimism, to the 
suggestions of which he has already shown himself in some 
of his soliloquies to be no stranger. (Eccles. ii. 17 — 21.) 

Apart from this recognition of God's personal revelation 
of Himself to us, what were this life worth, if man, who has 
within him the conception of much that is noble and great 
and good, must yet soon pass away into the impotency of a 
helpless old age, to be succeeded by the darkness of the grave? 

" Vanity of vanities, all is vanity," is in such case prac- 
tically the conclusion reached by all; by the heathen philo- 
sophers, by the inspired writers of Holy Scripture, and by 
thoughtful men of the present day. 

III. 

And what has the Christian revelation done? Has it 
changed all this ? We may search the New Testament in 
vain for such an answer to our questionings as we are 
tempted at times to desire ; but'what God did of old He 
more than ever does imder the Christian Covenant. He 
reveals to us Himself the Personal God. What can we 
jdo with our personal life ? It must be given to a Person. 
Christ stands before us in the Gospel, His is the word 
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of power, and He Who is of one flesh with us, having 
taken into His Godhead our humanity, cries aloud to us, 
'' I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life," (S. John xiv. 6,) 
and '' He that foUoweth Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." (S. John viiL 12.) That is 
what the revelation effects for us ; it does not answer these 
questions in terms, but it puts the Presence of a Personal 
God more and more before us, and bids us to come to 
Him Who is the Source of all things, the Solution of all, 
by Whom all things were made, and Who, as we are fit to 
receive it, will make all things plain to us in the consum- 
mated revelation of Himself. Meanwhile we are in all things 
to come to Him Who stood once upon the shores of the 
Galilean Lake, and bade the first of the Apostles follow Him. 
And again, as S. Peter asked concerning another Apostle, 
'^ Lord, and what shall this man do?" and Jesus answered, 
'^ If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? 
follow thou Me :" so let us hear Him warning us too ; have 
we to deal with, or to look into, the state of others in any 
way? We must simply do it for God, and for no one else; 
to approach in a spirit of curiosity were indeed to sin griev- 
ously ; whilst presumptuously to speculate as to what God 
may do with this or that person were very profane ; we must 
leave it all to Him. And if this be so with our dealings 
with each other in the Church of God, so when about to 
look out upon this poor world, we must look first into the 
Eyes of Jesus Christ, and learn of Him. And what an 
unspeakable compassion is there ! Cannot we trust Him for 
all, Who died for ail? Cannot we commit to the Heart of 
Jesus all the sorrows of this suffering world, since we can 
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plead that Blood which He shed on Calvaiy, and which He 
pleads now in Heaven ? 

'' O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us, grant us Thy peace." 

Yes, there is brooding over our life a darkness which may 
be felt, but is there no way out of that darkness ? There 
is one, and that is to die now to the world and to live to 
Christ, that so, when at length we pass through the grave 
and gate of death, we may reach for ever the arms of Him 
Who has conquered death. Ah ! we must stoop the head 
to pass under the arch, but there is warmth and sunshine on 
the heavenward side. 

If we could see as God sees, we could then have a 
s)rstem of philosophy complete ; but now any system which 
seems to us complete must be wrong, because we know only 
'' in part." As in a game of chess it were impossible to 
conjecture the plan of attack and defence, or to measure 
the wisdom of the player, when we could at most see but 
two or three squares of the board, so we cannot expect to 
measure God's dealings with His creatures, but God hath 
His Hand upon all ; and the wonder of that Wisdom by 
which all is ordered shall be revealed when ^'He shall 
be justified in His saying, and clear when He is judged," 
when the great Judge will in a sense condescend to be 
'' judged" of us, and shall vindicate the justice of all that 
He has done. 

IV. 

And if the question arises, Is it then better not to philo- 
lophise? are we then to despise philosophy? we answer, 
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No, but we are to learn the limits which bound our finite 
knowledge, its data, and the powers of our reasoning facul- 
ties. It has been said that '' Man is not bom to solve the 
mystery of existence, but he must nevertheless attempt it 
in order that he may learn to keep within the limits of the 
knowable." (Goethe.) What is this but a very echo of the 
words of the preacher? (Eccles. viii. 17.) We shall never 
truly learn wisdom out of books alone, or by hard laborious 
thought alone \ nor will it come to us in that which can be 
expressed in words. We must enter more and more into the 
school of the Divine Wisdom and gaze with more'and more 
of trustful love upon God in Christ, that so gazing into 
His Divine Mind, we may learn of Him in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

So shall we be patient in our difficulties, and shall expe- 
rience a light in our darkness. 

Man is brought by the energetic exercise of reason to the 
recognition of his ignorance. In this all concur, heathen and 
Christian; but those of ourselves who strive to obey the voice 
which cries now, as of old, upon the Sea of Tiberias, " FoUow 
Me,'' know that through the darkness there is a Hand reached 
out which we may clasp, and that though the " world by 
wisdom knew not God," He has not left us to perish in 
darkness and in death. Whilst for the merits' sake of Him 
Who is the "true Light which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world," (S. John i. 9,) there is given to the 
heathen who know Him not by Name " sufficient grace" to 
lead them to obedience to the natural law, and as they cor- 
respond with grace "medicinal" doubtless " greater helps are 
given them until God of His free mercy calls them to the 
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supernatural end of life by the beginning of faith, either by 
missionaries sent for the purpose, or by the whispering of 
their good angel, or inwardly by Himself, or in such other 
way as seems good to Him."^ 

Thus we are brought back to the " theological" because 
that was in truth the starting point of our manhood's life, 
and that man should revert to it is not in order that he 
may contradict the intelligence which he possesses, but 
only that he may correct conclusions resulting from specula- 
tions which inevitably became unreasonable, because they 
were pursued in a growing forgetfulness of the supreme sub- 
ject of all considerations, in alienation from Him Who first 
made man in His own image, and after His own likeness, 
and breathed into man the breath of life, that so man might 
become " a living soul." 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 

* See Explanation of XXXIX. Articles by the late Bishop Forbes, 
p. 205, second edition. The following is a true and singularly beautiful 
illustration of these words : 

A little child bom of heathen parents, who were murdered by its 
captors, was carried away captive by slave dealers, and being separated 
from all its friends, and cruelly driven for upwards of a hundred miles 
across the country, in the extremity of its anguish cried aloud to the 
great Spirit of Whom it had vaguely heard, and weeping bitterly took of 
its tears and " threw them up to God." The slave vessel in which the 
poor child was being carried away was subsequently captured, and a 
naval officer, now a priest in the Church of England, who went on board 
was, whilst compassionating the miserable condition of all the poor Afri- 
cans, specially moved to help this little one, whom he brought up in 
the Christian faith, and who is now in Holy Orders, and ministering as 
a Missionary amongst his own countrymen. 

D 
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W^t J^irst Sag. 

, MEDITATION III. 

" That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God." — i Cor. ii. 5. 

'* In Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." — 
CoL ii. 3. 



i^i In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL SPIRIT AND THE 
HEAVENLY WISDOM. 

Contemplate our Lord Jesus Christ truly present 
with us as the Glorified One. 

'' I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, 
the First and the Last. I am the Root and Offspring of 
David, and the bright and Morning Star. And the Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say. 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 
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will, let him take the water of life freely." — (Rev. xxii. 
i3» 16, 17.) 

Hail, Lord Jesu, Light of Light, Eternal Wisdom of 
the Father. We beseech Thee illuminate with Thine 
indwelling Presence those to whom Thou hast given Thy- 
self, that the eyes of our understanding being enlightened, 
we may be able to comprehend with all Saints the length, 
and breadth, and depth, and height, and to know Thy 
love which passeth knowledge; Who ever livest and 
reignest with the Father, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

When we last met we were considering the relation of 
the philosophical spirit to the spiritual life; we had re- 
marked how both in ancient and modem thought the 
consideration of the sum of the phenomena which are 
presented to our observation in the natural life brings to our 
understanding the same conclusion as that which we Chris- 
tians receive as revealed truth, — ^to wit, that " the world by 
wisdom knew not God," — ^and that neither can philosophy 
enable us to decipher the enigma of the imiverse so as to 
comprehend fully the dealings of Almighty God with His 
creatures, nor do the Holy Scriptiures afford us the com- 
pleteness of an intellectual satisfaction, for they do not 
present to us explanations of those dealings sufficient in 
themselves to coerce the approval of our intelligence. 
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We observed that the two great philosophical books of 
the canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament leave the 
questions which trouble men in a sense still unsolved; 
that the answer that God afforded to man in His dealings 
with the chosen people was not a categorical response to 
the questions which were agitated in his mind, but the 
presentation of a Person ; that this presentation of Himself, 
was e.g. His answer to Job's difficulties, not the unravelling 
of those problems of life which puzzled the Patriarch. 

We reminded ourselves that in the New Testament God's 
dealings with man were very similar, but that He therein 
presents Himself to us in the Person of His dear Son Inr 
camate even more wondrously than when He answered 
Job out of the whirlwind. It is of course to be borne in 
mind that not only does He present to us that Person Who 
is the solution of all difficulties, but that at the same time 
there is also now granted to us in the Sacramental life a 
closeness of union with the Divine and Personal Wisdom 
which those under the elder covenants knew not. 

Bearing this in mind, let us pursue our thoughts a little 
further, in dependence upon Him of Whom we speak. 

Much, very much, of the unbelief which is about us 
comes from the mistaken way in which we seek to 
philosophise. 

With the spectacle of the wreck and misery of which 
this false method has been the cause yet before us, it is 
wonderful how persistently we continue to argue, as though 
until we had pieced together the puzzle of the universe, 
and could see where each fragment fitted in, we must re- 
fuse to acknowledge the obligation to yield to the God 
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Who made both ourselves and all else, the homage of a 
surrendered life. 

'^ Lord, and what shall this man do?" So we ask, and 
so we wait, whilst our brief years are speeding by ; so we 
wait ! Ah, we may wait on in a fruitless curiosity, or im- 
patient questioning until the Judgment Day. " If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow 
thou Me." 

Were the task set before us that of ruling the worlds, 
there were more reason in our fussy anxieties, but our 
part, our responsibility, and our happiness, do not consist 
in making a chart of the ways of God, but in coming to 
Him, by Him " Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life," 
that we may in Him and by Him be enabled to fulfil that 
part which He assigns to us in the great whole. 

It is in vain for us to wait expecting that God will demon- 
strate Himself to us. He calls us by an interior voice 
which speaks in man, until he so sin against light as to 
" quench" the Holy Spirit Who pleads with us to surrender 
ourselves to His guidance ; He calls us by the Son of His 
love Whom He sent ; He calls us by the Sacramental Pre- 
sence of that Incarnate Son ; He calls us by the words of 
Holy Writ ; He calls us by the teaching of His Church, to 
recognise that He has indeed given more than we ask, 
though not what we ask in Xki^form that we have sought to 
have it, and that we can well wait patiently, since God is 
with us, and it is as our God that He saith unto us, " Follow 
thou Me." 

This is of course the way of faith, and not of sight ; but 
all are agreed that we have not sight of all truth : the only 
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question is whether we are right in trusting ourselves to the 
Master, and in learning in His school Yes, this is the way 
of faith ; but when by that holy way any hath escaped the 
snares which here " the craft and subtlety of the devil or 
man worketh against us," he shall increasingly be able to 
apprehend, and shall one day fully perceive, how perfect is 
the harmony that pervades the ways of God. And in that 
Day great shall be the amazement of the ungodly, and won- 
derful the joyous exultation of His children in their God 
against Whom the impotent wrath of man hath blasphemed. 
Alas for our rash judgments and for the short-sightedness of 
proud man as he looks on whilst the great game is being 
played out ! 

Philosophy is not at fault — 2l great gift that — ^for we should 
think and reason ; but we must reason under the guidance 
of His grace, — reason the while seeking the illumination of 
His abiding presence, that we may be thereby brought 
nearer to, not divorced from. Him. 

Yes, indeed, one day we shall see that the cosmos is not 
in reality broken up into pieces which need our resetting, 
but that the fragmentariness of which we seem conscious 
only belongs to our own partial knowledge of things ; that 
it is the lacunae which sever this or that which we know, 
which makes the totality of things to appear inorganic. 
There will come a time in which we shall be able to see 
that, so far from this system of things in which we live being 
the result of " a fortuitous concurrence of atoms," or of events, 
so far from those intervals which to us now seem to sever 
fragment from fragment, or "accident" from "accident," 
being dark, unfathomable gulfs, the whole is truly illuminated 
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with a heavenly light, bright with the purposes of God and 
dominated by an all-benevolent will ; and we shall recog- 
nise by the clearest tokens that in every sphere of His 
adorable rule, in all that sense can test, or reason weigh, or 
spirit apprehend, the one God hath ever ruled all with such 
righteous ordering as is in truth the expression of His own 
Divine and unalterable perfections. 

II. 

But we may often learn the value of a gift by noting the 
consequences of its rejection, and that no soul can live 
which holds itself aloof from God we learn at least in some 
degree from our own experience and from that of others as 
well as from Revelation. Let us then consider the declen- 
sion which follows upon this short-sighted, and stammering, 
and false philosophy \ for " a lie which is half a truth is ever 
the blackest of lies." 

An imperfect philosophy rightly used, and recognised as 
being imperfect, has an important service to perform ; but 
when imperfection is attributed to the ordering of God, and 
not to the &iite character of our understanding, then, alas, 
the intellectual apprehensions are often allowed, even in 
their imperfection, so to rule the life that the soul parts with 
the nobler aspirations of which she cannot but be conscious, 
and this at the despotic dictates of a perverted reason 
which brings her to sterility and desolation, because it is 
tmmindful of the insufficiency of the data upon which it is 
arguing ; whilst it has strangely left out of count the witness 
of those very aspirations which it so resolutely sets aside, 
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and moreover sets aside with an intenser impatience be- 
cause it recognises with bitterness something of their no- 
bility, whilst at the same time it allows for them no place 
in its scheme of thought And as some by an unwise 
method of thinking about that which we see around us are 
tempted to unbelief in God, or at least to question His love, 
even if they admit the truth of His Being and of His 
Almightiness ; so are others tempted to harsh judgments of 
their brethren who must stand or fall to their own Master. 
(Rom. xiv. 4.) The friends of Job did" not speak concern- 
ing God " the thing that is right," (Job xlii. 7 ;) and they were 
not the first nor will they be the last to do what they may 
to make sad the hearts which God hath not made sad, 
(Ezek. xiii. 22;) through evD surmises misjudging others 
and weighing their actions in a " balance" which is not ^^ of 
the sanctuary." 

Thus are the nobler aspirations of our hearts, and the 
warmth of that charity which is " the bond of perfectness'' 
sorely chilled, and countless occasions of good are perverted 
by us into times of pettiness of judgment and ill-will ; and 
when the son of consolation should have poured in oil and 
wine we bring but gall and wormwood, where in His mem- 
bers Jesus Christ awaits our ministry. Unlove to God, 
unlove to man, these are such consequences of a false* 
philosophy as are daily seen about us. 

There was one of old whose "treadings had well-nigh 
slipped," (Ps. Ixxiii. 2,) until he went into the sanctuary of 
God ; but the one who gives himself over to the conclusions 
of this false philosophy, more and more withdraws himself 
from communion with God and forsakes His sanctuary, until 
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to him there is at length neither heaven, nor hell, nor 
Church, no Sacraments, no Christ, — these are as idle 
tales believed in childhood, parted with long since ; and 
this unloved God he esteems cruel in that He does not 
openly show to him beyond possibility of mistake what is 
the truth ; so he dares to think, whilst yet he craves after 
what God alone can give, and the more bitterly thinks 
of God, if he does at all think of Him, because He will 
not give that on the terms which he. His creature, dares 
to prescribe to the Almighty. But " Behold the Lord 
cometh with all His saints to execute judgment upon all, and 
to convince all that are ungodly of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him ; these are 
murmurers, complainers." (S. Jude 14, 15, 16.) 

God can indeed no more reveal Himself to man through 
such channels as mere reason affords than by those supplied 
by the mere senses ; and how may the power of God the 
Holy Ghost illuminate minds or rest upon hearts so closed 
against Him by an averted will ? We must " be converted 
and become as little children," and in loving trustfulness 
bow our heads before the Divine Wisdom. 

An unloved man, rather let us say, one who will hot 
admit the love of God, " Who hateth nothing that He hath 
made," divorcing himself more and more from the love of 
God, becomes selfish and often sensual; at the best he 
believes in no love beyond the ties of merely natural affec- 
tion, such love or hate as must end with the tomb, where 
he looks for life to be blotted out as though it had never 
been ; so he passes on his way ; and if by a strange incon- 
sistency such an one is in some sort large-hearted, and 
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open-handed, as some certainly are, if the warmth of bene- 
volence be not quenched, it is a sign of the nobility of that 
nature which is so sadly yet certainly being corrupted by 
the poison of this false philosophy. We behold that which 
God can change into a holier flame : yet which in itself 
springs from no principle, and therefore lacks the perma- 
nence of a true Christian love. Thou couldst indeed, my 
brother, give bread to sustain the bodily life of some hun- 
gering man, but that is all, thou couldst not minister to his 
soul hungering after the '^ Bread of Life," for to thee the 
Cross of Calvary and the empty tomb of Jesus Christ are 
nought; thou heedest not the way trodden by the Blessed 
Feet of Him Who went about doing good, the Feet that 
pressed Olivet whence He passed unto the Father's right 
hand ; all these come to thee but as memories of a &ir 
eastern tale of youth, like fragrance of dead leaves : ah, 
these once lived, and their attar clings to thee in dreams 
more true than what thou deemest to be waking thoughts ! 
Oh, awful end of an abused intellect, the whole life is 
sterile and barren, there remains nothing for the soul to 
feed upon but itself, — itself! and that is hateful to itself, 
whilst to others who are hungering for " bread" it gives " a 
stone," and they may perish for hunger ! 

HI. 

Pride is indeed that root sin, which underlies all this 
weakness and declension in our own life and sad sin against 
others, and against God. (Conf. Ecclus. x. 12, 13.) 

Yes, against God, for, as we have said, it is in the revela- 
tion of a Person that God teaches us wisdom, and it is 
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Jesus Christ, " Who of God is made unto us Wisdom^' as 
well as ^^ Righteousness, and Sanctification, and Redemp- 
tion." (i Cor. 1. 30.) 

It is as we come into the Presence of that Personal 
Wisdom, as our life is bound up with Him, that we shall 
more and more become "filled with the knowledge of His 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding." (Col. i. 9.) 

Actd what, let us ask ourselves, is the fundamental re- 
quirement of such a life ? Is it not a profound humility ? 

How can we hope to bring forth fruit with " meekness of 
wisdom," (S. James iii. 13,) when the very ground of our 
heart is corrupted with pride ? 

The truly wise are ever meek and lowly, for they recog- 
nise the estate of man before His Maker. " So foolish was 
I and ignorant, even as it were a beast before Thee." 
(Ps. Ixxiii. 21.) And, once more, this "meekness of wis- 
dom," is it not also closely connected with that true reve- 
lation of the position of the sinner before God which can 
come only by the faithful contemplation of Him Who is 
our Wisdom? Surely so, for therein is revealed the 
heinousness of sin, the reality of God's wrath against 
sin, and also the truth of the Divine love and almighti- 
ness of Him Who hath provided Himself "a Lamb for 
a burnt offering," whilst He provides too, in the Blood 
of the Lamb, a power of efficacious cleansing which is 
effectual to blot out all our iniquities. Let us, then, recall 
the words of the great Psalm of penitential approach to 
God, "Lo, Thou requirest truth in the inward parts," — 
truth as to ourselves acknowledged, and as to Himself 
adored, — that we may experience the truth of the expecta- 
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tioD which is expressed in the next words of the Psalm, 
'^ Thou shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly/' and 
know too the bright hope of a penitent soul so illuminated. 
" Thou shalt make me to hear of joy and gladness, that the 
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice." (Ps. IL 8.) 
" Secretly" indeed does the Divine Redeemer make us to 
know wisdom ; " secretly" by the communication of Him- 
self, '' in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge," This is the "treasure hid in a field, the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field." 
(S. Matt. xiii. 44.) 

In Jesus Christ this hidden wisdom is to be sought, 
and it shall surely be found by those who seek it diligently : 
moreover, "there is nothing covered which shall not be 
revealed, and hid that shall not be known," (S. Matt. x. 26,) 
apprehended here by that unspeakable insight into His will, 
which comes of the love of God; apprehended in such 
sort as that it may not be put into words and syllogisms, 
yet " verily and indeed given, taken, and received," one 
day this hidden wisdom shall be made known to our fully 
enlightened reason. As it was said of old time to Joseph, 
" Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost," (S. Matt. iL 
20,) so doth He address the apprehensions of one who 
beholds something of the revelation of God, but at times 
doubts whether that to which he is drawn is indeed of the 
truth ; the will hesitates because the intellectual apprehen- 
sion cannot by ratiocination express that which possesses 
the affections, or by syllogisms dispose of those problems 
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which apparently contradict the conclusions of the heart, 
yet " fear not to take unto thee," to take, that is, to thy 
whole intelligent being that which thou hast approved 
already in thy heart ; let there be no divorce in this matter 
between thy reason and thy affections, for in this matter 
the thought of thy heart is indeed " of the Holy Ghost." 
Yea, it is Jesus, Word and Wisdom of the Father, Who 
would reign therein. 

The intelligence, the affections, the will, are all bound 
together in the bond of the heavenly wisdom of God, and that 
which was hard to understand becomes easy when, as little 
children, we gather round the Feet of our Heavenly Father. 
We must bring our reason to Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Word and Wisdom of God, that we may begin with the 
knowledge of a Person^ and then, with His arms wound 
around us. His love perpetually with us, we can gaze out 
upon the mysteries of His universe ; and when we see what 
seems to us strange, or shudder at the vision of sin, we must 
turn our eyes back to the dear Face of God Incarnate, look- 
ing off unto Him our adorable Lord, even to Jesus, the 
" Author and Finisher of our faith." (Heb. xii. 2.) 

So, remembering that we axe His creatures, and that we 
are sinful creatures, let us gaze upon Him, and as we gaze 
we shall behold the once suffering Lord, — the Victim of 
Salvation, — ^the pallor gathering upon the Holy Face ; we 
shall see the woven crown of thorns as He discovers to us 
His Passion, and the Blood of Jesus dropping from the 
Sacred Brow shall remind us of what it cost Him, our 
gracious and righteous Lord, " to teach sinners in the way." 
(Ps. XXV. 7.) And as we kneel at His wounded Feet, and 
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dare to press them with our lips, the glamour of Satan's 
temptations shall be dispersed, and, the fount of mercy 
opened through all the blessed portals of the sacred Wounds 
of Jesus, we shall find ourselves made the glad recipients 
of that heavenly wisdom which He alone can give. Yes, 
and whilst we see the image of that thorny crown which 
He has worn for us, — ^that agonizing which has been on 
His Brow, let us be assured that as /'/ has passed away 
in heaven to be transfigured to a glorious coronal, so too 
one day shall the thorny crown of agony be lifted from 
the heads of His children, that there may be about their 
brows some likeness of the Crown of Jesus Christ; but 
this can only be by humility, penitence, and meekness of 
wisdom : '^ For them that are meek shall He guide in judg- 
ment, and such as are gentle them shall He learn His way." 
(Ps. XXV. 8.) 

The day of Christ is nigh at hand, and He shall come 
indeed to be manifested, and then, in the eternal manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God, shall those who abide in Him, 
knowing and being known, participate in the full disclosures 
of the Heavenly Wisdom. 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION I. 

" My people have committed two evils ; they have forsaken Me 
the fomitain of living waters, and hewed them oat dstems, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water."— Jer. ii. 13. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

GOD AND MAN AS FIRST DISCLOSED TO US 

IN HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

'' The Lord God planted a garden eastward in. Eden, and 
there He put the man whom He had formed." (Gen. ii 8.) 

Contemplate our first parents in their state of innocence 
as placed by Almighty God in the Garden of Eden. 

O God, Who knowest us to be set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our 
nature we cannot always stand upright ; grant to us such 
strength and protection as may support us in all dangers 
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and carry us through all temptations ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

(Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany.) 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

We considered yesterday, in our first day of retreat, our 
own personal life, that great gift of being which God has 
given us, and which He invites us to surrender to Him- 
self, that it may be disposed according to the purposes of 
His Divine love and wisdom. We considered also the 
philosophical spirit in relation to the spiritual life, and in 
relation to the wisdom which is of God. 

Let us now meditate upon the first revelation of God and 
man as disclosed to us in Holy Scripture, and so doing we 
shall find that which the non-Christian philosopher said, 
that " man begins with the theological," to be quite true ; 
for in a sense, much more true than is meant by the posi- 
tivist, man "began with the theological," because God 
created man, not in isolation firom Himself, but enabled 
him to hold sweet communion with his Creator, and bound 
him to Himself in the bond of holy love. 

Contemplate man as he was first created, living in the 
estate of his first innocency before his Maker, and, if so you 
may realise it more intensely, think of the holiest person you 
can remember, — ^the nobler, the grander, the wider in s)rm- 
pathy and reach they are, so much the better for our pur- 
pose, — and consider what is the current of the life of such 
an one, what the interior movements of his being in response 
to grace. 
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Behold, then, our first parents in their innocence, as they 
were placed by the Almighty in the Paradise which He had 
prepared for them, " out of the ground" whereof " made the 
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food." (Gen. ii. 9.) The joys which belong 
to the presence of that which is beauteous and comely were, 
in this garden of the Lord, ministered to as well by the 
beauty of each species of tree as by the concurrence of the 
varied excellences of all \ whilst the sustenance of their 
physical life was provided for by the fruits which, in like 
variety and adaptation to its various needs, presented them- 
selves on every hand; moreover, to crown these tokens of 
Almighty love, and to give to Adam and his wife that, with- 
out which the rest were vain, there was " the tree of life also 
in the midst of the garden," that tree of which, so long as 
they should eat, there should be continued to them the gift 
of a life which nothing could injure, of which no creature 
could bereave them. So living they beheld on every hand 
the fair beauty of Eden ; the trees of the Lord's planting, 
the river parted "into four heads," the wonders of day- 
dawn, the splendours of noon-day, the restful eventide ; or 
gazing on heavenly glories in the night season, beheld the 
moon and the stars which He hath created, and tracking 
their concourse with a vision more heavenly than that of 
those lights of the upper firmament, with eyes all undimmed 
by sin, they turned with pure delight from one hemisphere 
to another; and whilst they drank in untiring joys from all 
about them, they recognised each in the other the chiefest 
gift of God's love, the crown of all that they could see, the 
highest form of all that created life which was about them : 

E 
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each the complement of the other^ both of one nature, and 
that nature formed in the image of the Triune God, — ^in each 
His image, yet in either some attribute of the Divine Per- 
fection more largely conferred, some feature of that simili- 
tude more closely portrayed. 

Thus cumulative and lavish was that conferring love of 
their Lord God of which they had hourly experience, ex- 
periences which were not distracting and perplexing in their 
variety and wondrous nature, for that all was in harmonious 
perfection, all in sweet accord as one gentle ever sounding 
strain told of the love and goodness of Him their Almighty 
Father, all as heralds proclaimed the royalty of their ever- 
present King ; whilst Adam and his wife were themselves 
capable of recognising the tokens of that Presence by the 
wisdom which He had Himself imparted to them. If we 
can conceive something of what was the wisdom of Solomon 
as '' he spake of trees, from the cedar tree which is in Le- 
banon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : 
he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fishes," (i Kings iv. 33,) who may declare the 
wisdom of that first man who named the creatures which his 
Maker brought to him? "And whatsoever Adam called 
any living creature that was the name thereof." (Gen. iL 19.) 
Who may tell the joy which filled his heart as with illumi- 
nated gaze he read in each of His works some manifesta- 
tion of the Divine wisdom of the good God Who made 
him 1 And yet the very joy which he receives from this 
outside world testifies to Adam that he is not self-satisfying ; 
can then these things fill up that which was lacking in his life ? 
Surely not, for is not he himself the crown and glory of all 



J 
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that is about him ? whilst there is that in him which is above 
them all, since he, the vicegerent for his Maker, rules here 
for Him \ but one his equal, and she shares too his need. 

Yes, if there was that in their nature which leaped up to 
receive the joy which the beauty of the outer world brought 
to them, there was that in them which demanded more than 
these signs could give j they could not rest in the bright- 
ness of created light, nor could the mysterious beauty 
of the far off mountains fill their hearts, for their need was 
need of Him Who set before them in such fair array the 
wonders of His visible creation ; need of Him by " Whose 
word were the heavens made, and all the hosts of them 
by the breath of His Mouth." (Ps. xxxiii. 6.) Their 
need was need of God ! the verity of Whose Being man 
implies. They might look upon one another and find 
equality, but they must look up would they find that One 
Who alone could satisfy the desire of their hearts. To 
them there could be no completeness of life until in the 
perfect knowledge of the Divine love they should know 
what was the fulness of their Heavenly Father's benedic- 
tion. Ah, they must look up, and as they looked up they 
did not look in vain ; not by processes of thought nor by 
conclusions drawn from inductive reasonings, but by the 
presentation of Himself to His creature, as a child in 
its mother's bosom knows its need, and is, as it knows, 
nourished at her breast, so, responsive to the motions 
of the Divine love, man turned to God, " Whom truly to 
know is everlasting life," and in the knowledge of Whom 
by grace he lived, as the Lord God " walked in the garden" 
with His children. 
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Consider then the great nobility of our nature as God 
made it "very good f great, for that it is raised above all that 
is seen in this world ; and consider man's felicity in God, 
and then ask, what were man if there were no God ? Blot 
out the thought of God, and man's life is indeed at best 
but as a sad questioning voice. As some last lingering note 
of a strain of true music wailing inquiry in plaintive ques- 
tioning, all unanswered here, so is he when GrOD is hidden 
from him 3 and when he dares to cry " no God," how doth 
the utterance of the fool come echoing back to him from 
yon dark hills, which gird the valley of the shadow of un- 
ending death ! " No God," he cries, and mingling with the 
reverberations of that maniac utterance, the voice of judg- 
ment cries, " No man." 

Reason, unaided by Revelation, would not indeed lead 
us to know that God is the answer to life's questioning ; we 
might have doubted whether we might find rest to our 
souls in the love and benediction which some great created 
good might bring to us in the gift of himself, some being 
unknown as yet, perhaps beyond this life ; such an one as 
the Arians thought our Lord to be, of Whom they said that 
there was a beginning even whilst they adored Him with a 
worship which would have been an idolatrous creature-wor- 
ship had that been so, against whose deadly error the Church 
teaches us that our Lord Jesus Christ is " very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father. And for them that say concerning the Son 
of God, There was a time when He was not; and He 
was not before He was produced ; and He was produced 
from things that are not ; and He is of another substance 
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or essence, or that the Son of God is subject to conversion 
or mutation, the Catholic and Apostolic Church saith, Let 
them be anathema/'^ Yes, we might have thought that some 
such great intelligence was to be to us, as man is to his dog, 
instead of God \ but Revelation has set such inquiries at 
rest for ever, for God Himself presents Himself to man as 
the infinite and final object of man's regard : there is no hesi- 
tation about this, again and again He has declared Himself 
to be a "jealous God ;" He alone is the "Fountain of liv- 
ing waters ;" He the One Who can admit no rival to His 
claims. The life He made He demands of us, and He will 
be satisfied with nothing less than our lives. He asks of 
us the gift of ourselves to Himself as an offering to be made 
without reserve. He offers to us, as to the angels, the ex- 
ceeding great reward of beholding Himself in open Vision, 
and that we are to seek, for God holds out to us no uncer- 
tain or doubtful thing, but bids us to Himself, the unending 
end of an eternal bliss. 

Great then is the dignity of that nature which though 
finite and created is so formed as to seek God with all the 
earnestness of a being which reaches forth towards Him, as 
towards that which it needs to satisfy the essential condi- 
tions of its life. All things indeed were made " for Him," 
Who is the Maker of all, but man especially; and he, 
together with the holy angels, can alone rest abidingly and 
consciously in Him, and is not as the inferior intelligences, 
which whilst even so subserving the will of God, rest in the 
creature. 

* The Nicene Creed as extant in the Acts of the Council of Chal- 
cedon. 
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II. 

So contemplate this revelation of God to man, and then 
consider him casting himself from God by wilful sin. Oh ! 
what an awful episode in sacred histoiy was that when roan 
standing beneath the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, did what he might to cast God's love away, divorced 
himself from God. Oh ! that tale told a thousand times, 
told so simply, yet never losing its terrible pathos : " She 
took of the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her, and he did eat," though God had 
said, " Thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die." (Gen. ii. 17, iiL 6.) 

We will not now dwell upon the motive of the act, or 
analyse the temptation to which man yielded, but gaze 
upon the ruin wrought. Man, a creature of God, chosen 
of God, graced by God, is fallen. Once his whole nature 
stood as some arch triumphal lifted to the sky, but now, the 
keystone gone, it falls, the veiy ruin toppling to a more 
entire overthrow. 

Behold man unfallen, what a complication of powers 
were his 1 yet all the powers of his composite nature were 
bound in one harmonious unity of life ; the powers of his 
understanding, the powers of his affections being ordered by 
the energy and keen purpose of an unperverted will surren- 
. dered to the movements of Divine Grace, that all might live 
in the fulfilment of the true purpose of man's being. His, 
too, was a threefold life of body, soul, and spirit, with all its 
various faculties knit in one, not hindering one the other, 
but each helping all ; not warring one against another, but 
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each ministering to a common end as whole man, in his life 
the crown and glory of this beautiful created world, was before 
God Who made him, as one unmarred and ever sounding 
strain of praise. Then see this same creature of God fallen ! 
how is all broken up, all this great and wonderfully mar- 
shalled host now as the parts of some ungeneralled array, 
like some great army scattered, their leader slain. Or as 
some great commonwealth, erewhile ruled by a prudent 
king and swayed by just laws, but now lost in mere 
anarchy, till each man doeth what is right in his own eyes, 
and violence and sin abound ; so all the glorious order of 
man's life was lost by that one act, when tasting of the fruit, 
he ate, and died. Or again, think of man as of some fair 
bark which God launched upon the ocean of eternity, 
which He would guide to " the haven where we would be." 
The sails seem still prepared to swell before the urgent 
winds, but, alas ! the rudder has been swept away by an 
overwhelming sea, and there is no power in man himself to 
gain what he has lost 

Thus was it with our first father, but God in His " tender 
love towards mankind," lefl him not so ; still He comes to 
His child, and though Adam and Eve, hearing '' the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day," would hide themselves from Him for very shame, He 
in His love speaks to them, and calls to them with that 
Voice, once so welcomed, now so terrible in its very holi- 
ness. He rebukes them, but it is with the rebukes of love, 
and drives them from Paradise, lest they should eat of the 
tree of life, yea, " eat and live for ever" in a living death. 
Bright even then was the gleam of that high hope which He 
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held out to them, to whom He had assigned a penitential 
discipline. Though holy His severity, yet ere He sends them 
forth from Eden He speaks of victory over the serpent's 
head by Him Who whilst He delivered from the serpent's 
fang, must Himself suffer, for that ** it shall bruise His heel." 
Atonement even then before the Everlasting Father's eye, 
the Voice spake of Him Who is " the Way" unto Himself, of 
Blood shed forth that we might live. Oh ! think how 
through the gloom of that most fearful day, through the 
tears of those sinful children of God, through the exultation 
of the fiend, the promise shone in upon them even in their 
shame, the promise of the shadeless day to come ! And so 
He sends them forth, clothed in the skins of beasts, first 
sacrificial types of '' the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world," and sets on either side the Paradisal gates, the 
flaming swords of angels. 

It was once good to eat of every fruit but one, but now 
would they taste again the joys of Paradise, they first 
must die, for the entry into Paradise is henceforth by 
death, and other portal there is none. It is this that 
God would teach us, too, a lesson not unneeded because 
of Jesu's Holy Incarnation and most sacred Passion, not 
set aside by those gracious mysteries, but only the more 
plainly emphasised. 

III. 

Lastly, consider simply how God dealt with man after the 
expulsion of our first parents from Paradise. He did not 
withdraw Himself from His child, but though fallen. He yet 
visited him by Grace ; and as we read that " Enoch walked 
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with God," so we may well believe did Adam and Eve walk 
with the Everlasting Father ; and although now clothed in 
the garments of penitence, in sorrow and in pain, they were 
yet not without tokens of the love of Him Who forgiveth 
" iniquity, transgression, and sin," (Exodus xxxiv. 7,) their 
very robes of penance presenting tokens of the love of Him 
Who had granted time and space for true repentance, and 
who should one day joy over His children, "arrayed in 

fine linen dean and white, the righteousness of 

saints," (Rev. xix. 8 :) so they lived on in hope, and after 
them their children, through their life of centuries. Yet 
how merciful is God, Who has now made man's life to be so 
short Behold the spectacle of the misery of sin wrought 
out ; think of those centuries rolling by ; of the penance of 
the first children of God ; behold how soon is the horror 
of death first seen, death, too, in its most terrible shape. 
One, their beloved son, is slain ; their eldest bom is his 
own brother's murderer ; and as they stand by their dead 
Abel, they recognise the fulfilment of that threat, " In the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." (Gen. ii. 
17.) That they had long known, O ! how sadly, fulfilled ; 
but now they see how enture was the conquest which death 
was to work out in them, and they must themselves look 
forward to the day of the power of the last enemy over 
their now mortal life. Worse than that, they must see 
sad tokens of how through the course of time evil should 
be wrought out, until the whole world should corrupt 
itself. Oh ! the fearful fulfilment of their sin ! the ter- 
rible nature of that act of rebellion against Almighty 
God! 
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But ever through all time God for Christ's sake was 
willing to communicate Himself to His creatures, to all 
who should call upon His Name in faith. So even in those 
dread days to come before the last great fiery flood, days 
of an unabashed and seemingly triumphant wickedness, 
'' when the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be 
in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut ofl* from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet," shall the faith- 
ful say, " I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and He will 
make my feet like hinds' feet, and He will make me to walk 
upon mine high places." (Hab. iii. 17 — 19.) 

Yes, as already we see how unbelief increases, and un- 
godliness threatens to disintegrate and to corrupt society, 
is it not indeed incumbent upon us more than ever to 
consider '' what manner of persons we ought to strive to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness ?" how earnestly 
should we seek to walk more closely with God ; to endea- 
vour to please Him our chiefest good, by faithful correspon- 
dence with Divine Grace to work out our " own salvation 
with fear and trembling," (Phil. ii. 12,) to look to Him as 
the end of our life ; to recognise that God created man for 
Himself, and that as without God we could have had no 
being, so apart from communion with God man were 
doomed to woe unutterable 1 

Yes, God alone can answer the riddle of our existence, 
for He is its answer and He the jealous God, Who bids 
thee love thy God with all thy heart, and soul, and mind. 
He deals mercifully with His fallen children, not casting 
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US from Himself, but providing for us a way of escape, 
and through penance inviting us to purification, that so 
He may bind us to Himself in the union of an unalter- 
able love. 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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V^t SittmiA Bag. 

MEDITATION II. 

'' Blessed Is the man that endureth temptation : for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love Him." — S. James i. 12. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

TEMPTATION AS A MEANS OF SANCTIFI- 

CATION. 

Contemplate our Blessed Lord as He is led up of the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

O Lord, Who for our sakes didst fast forty days and forty 
nights ; give us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh 
being subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey Thy godly 
motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to Thy honour 
and glory, Who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amea 

(Collect for First Sunday in Lent) 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 
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I. 

The few brief days of our retreat are passing rapidly, and 
already a considerable portion of so short a time is gone. 
Let us remember that we are seeking to bring home to our- 
selves the truth that Jesus Christ is " of God made unto us 
Wisdom." This thought should indeed dominate the lives 
of all Christian people, and markedly the lives of the reli- 
gious ; it should stamp with its impress the whole of our 
daily conversation : for, created as we are for the glory of 
God, it is as we learn of Jesus Christ that we shall grow 
in that wisdom in the exercise of which we can alone attain 
to the fulfilment of the purpose of our being in the fruition 
of His glorious Godhead. 

The life of a faithful Christian may be briefly defined as 
one of the imitation of Jesus Christ in that state of life to 
which it shall please God to call him, and it is yours to 
follow your Lord in the way of the counsels which He has 
delivered to you as the rule by which your interior being is to 
be conformed to the mind of the Son of Mary, and by fidelity 
to which your exterior life is to assume that form which He 
desired it should exhibit as a testimony to His Presence in 
an unbelieving world, as also before Christians whose love 
to Christ is hardly better than a name. 

You are here to follow Him, then, in a form of life which, 
by the Holy Spirit, He has taught His Church, which 
Jesus Christ Himself set forth while He sojourned upon 
earth as man, and of which He spake before the Pentecostal 
Gift enabled those who received It to learn the deep mean- 
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ing of this holy calling. Your life is to be one of veiy dose 
imitation of your Lord. 

Now we read in the Holy Scriptures that immediately after 
His Baptism, Jesus was " led up of the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness to be tempted of the devil." (S. Matt iv. i.) Thus as when 
we considered God and man as first disclosed to us in Holy 
Scripture, we saw man immediately subjected to tempta- 
tion, so when our Blessed Lord emerges from His hidden 
life we behold Him at once in contact with Satan. And so 
it is now with all the souls who strive to follow Christ, they 
must be brought into the wilderness to be tempted. It was 
literally so in the case of the great Saint whose name has 
been so often on our lips during this past day, (Feast of 
S. John Baptist,) but it is ever into the wilderness in one 
form or another that God calls His children. Thus He 
allures them that He may " speak comfortably" to them 
as they come in obedience to His call; yet nevertheless 
they each one find, as their brethren who have gone before 
them have found, that it is indeed a wilderness of tempta- 
tion. Now the same Holy Spirit by Whom Jesus Christ 
was led up into the wilderness, has brought you into the 
wilderness of the religious life, and you will not expect to 
find that the devil has no access to you here, but rather, 
remembering the words of Jesus to those nearest to Him- 
self, will expect to be as were those of whom He said, 
" Ye are they which have continued with Me in My temp- 
tations." (S. Luke xxii. 28.) And those of you who have 
had long experience of the truth of this wilderness of re- 
ligion being a place of special contest with Satan, will be 
able to re-assure any who should, finding themselves in- 
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volved in grievous temptations, fear lest they should have 
erred from the way of safety; you will be able to comfort 
them with the comfort wherewith ye yourselves are " com- 
forted of God." (2 Cor. L 4.) For as it was with the 
Master, so also shall it be with the servant. He was 
tempted, yet for a time the " devil leaveth Him, and be- 
hold Angels came and ministered unto Him ;" (S. Matt, 
iv. II ;) and if you have been "partakers of the sufferings," 
so also of the " consolation," (2 Cor. i. 7 ;) if tempted, 
so also visited by ministering Angels. 

11. 

As the blind man who at the touch of Jesus first saw 
men as trees, walking, afterwards, when the Divine Lord 
laid His hands upon his eyes and bade him look up, 
was restored, and saw every man clearly; so with your 
deliverance from that half sight which belongs to the lives 
of so many in the world. As you look up and see the 
Face of Him Who lightens your eyes, once it may have 
been blind to heavenly things, but now yearning after that 
open vision of which by the gaze of faith you know already 
such blessed anticipations, you can say, "Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire in comparison of Thee." (Ps. Ixxiii. 24.) 

And do we ask, how is it then that the religious life is 
peculiarly one of temptation ? The answer is not fer to 
seek ; for indeed the endeavour to find satisfaction in God 
alone, though a most blessed endeavour, indicates a reso- 
lution which is in itself equivalent to a most insulting chal- 
lenge addressed to your arch-enemy, who will not long leave 
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unassailed by some insidious temptations, one who dares to 
project so absolute an escape '^ out of the snare of the 
fowler;" the snare may be " broken," but it shall go hard 
with him if he cannot patch up the net, or at least strive 
even now, by some most skilful cast, to restrain your 
upward flight. 

Oh ! do not doubt that Satan will be very busy here, will 
be able with every apt resource sorely to tempt What is 
the field of his temptations ? How can there be found 
here the terrible temptations which are on every hand in 
the world ? Well, we will not to-night enter into any con- 
sideration of the details of those temptations which may 
befall the dedicated soul, for in truth they cover the whole 
range of Satan's threefold assault by " the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life ;" (i S.John ii. i6 ;) 
the religious, as well as those in the world, may be tempted 
by each of them. The manner of temptations in some par- 
ticulars varies, through the diflerence of condition, but in 
one form or another, and in deadliest reality, all are possible ; 
each in turn may have at some time to be encountered. 

It is vain to think that because you have renounced the 
world, the flesh, and the devil with an emphasis that does 
not belong to those living in the world, you will find here 
a sweet rest firom such suflerings : it is not so ! Rather 
expect and be prepared for encountering every form of 
temptation. Consider that the history of past ages teaches 
us that the religious have ever been peculiarly subject to 
temptation. But take good heed, that when you are 
tempted, when you are called upon so to enter into the 
wilderness, you, as the saints of God who have left us holy 
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examples, remember the companionship of the Son of 
Mary. 

Contemplate the bitterness of His sufferings, the pain, 
the agony unspeakable of Satan's nearness to Him, to Him 
the Undefiled One ; the horror of the loathsome touch of 
Satan, as the evil one was permitted to place Jesus on the 
pinnacle of the Temple. So your Lord and Master suf- 
fered, and do you expect to escape temptations ? 

The violence of the Devil's assaults, whether external or 
internal, is indeed often just in proportion to the fidelity of 
the soul to God ; for the manner of the approach of different 
spirits to the human soul depends upon the habitual attitude 
of the soul towards the spirit who comes -} that is to say, 
should the Holy Ghost come to a man who is in habitual 
grace, that that man may be more closely united to his Lord, 
then is fulfilled that tranquil possession of the soul in which 
the love of God is shed abroad in his heart in larger mea- 
sure. " Thou hast put gladness in my heart since the time 
that their com and wine and oil increased." (Ps. iv. 8.) 

So too, '^ when the strong man armed keepeth his palace^ 
his goods are in peace," (S. Luke xi. 21,) (the Devil's peace,) 
but when a stronger than he cometh upon him, what a 
tumult is here ! Yet how blessed a tempest is that in which 
the Holy One bursts in upon the enemy. This is the secret 
of a true though sudden conversion ; there are parodies 
of even holy things, and the unreality brings reproach 
upon that which is real; but indeed it is true that 
the Holy Ghost with violence takes possession of His 

^ Conf. Spiritual Exercises of S. Ignatius; Discerning of Spirits, 
Rule vii. 

F 
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desecrated temples, and with violence drives thence the 
fiend. 

And on the other hand, we see the exact converse of all 
this, for as the Holy Ghost comes in tranquillity or in 
violence to men according to their estate, so does Satan, 
who possesses in tranquillity those given up to him, whilst 
he assails even with open violence the Saints. 

It is in the recognition of this principle that we may 
see the truth which underlies those stories of contest with 
Satan, of which we read in their lives, which from their 
outwardly grotesque form are apt to be passed by with a 
«mile : in whatever degree they may lack accuracy as to 
their details as told in human language, there is no exagge- 
ration of the violence of the manner of the Devil's coming 
to those who most resolutely renounce him. 

Yet he can do nothing after all ; he can deal with every 
faculty of our nature, but he cannot paralyse the will ; he 
can make dark the spirit, he cannot separate from Him to 
Whom " the darkness is no darkness" at all And what- 
ever be the nature of his attacks, whatever form his assaults 
may assume, the one refuge of the soul is to be found in 
that companionship of our Lord Jesus Christ which is 
revealed to faith. He " was in all points tempted like as 
we are," (Heb. iv. 15,) and though there are some forms of 
temptation to which, inasmuch as they have in themselves the 
nature of sin, and are the fruits of sin, He could not be subject 
in the same manner as we are, He nevertheless knew, and 
bore for us all the reality of their bitterness in very deed. 

"Thou the grief, the shame hast known, 
Though the sins were not Thine own," 
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Oh, that terrible passion in the wilderness, that anticipa- 
tion of Gethsemane! when, as at the end, the prince of 
this world came to find nothing in Him. He suffered as 
none other, was tempted beyond all, and it is in Him that 
we are to see the refuge of every tempted soul ; the Com- 
panion, the Succourer, the full Reward of every trial the 
Christian shall be called on to endure. 

So think of the grievous temptations to which you are 
subject as in some degree consequent upon the challenge 
made to Satan, as a consequence of the three-fold vow of 
holy baptism, reiterated as that is with peculiar emphasis by 
those who walk in the way of the Counsels. 

III. 

But if the religious life is said to be, what it is in truth, a 
life .of temptation, this is only as much as to say that it is a 
life of crucifixion; for as the climax of our Blessed Sa- 
viour's sufferings for us found expression in that saddest 
of all the words of the Lord Jesus, " My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?" pronounced at the .most 
awful time of His crucifixion ; so surely that which was 
spoken from the Cross in extremity of suffering, was spoken 
too in extremity of temptation. Yes, temptation and suf- 
fering are ever wedded. 

Yet we read of Jesus Christ our Lord, that, " For the 
joy that was set before Him, He endured the Cross, des- 
pising the shame," (Heb. xii. 2,) and there is perhaps no 
more touching token of His love than this looking onwards 
to the joy when He should " see of the travail of His soul, 
and be satisfied," (Isa. liii. 11,) when He Who should justify 
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many should present them to His Father "before the 
Presence of His glory with exceeding joy." (S. Jude 24.) 
" Behold, I and the children which God hath given Me." 
(Heb. ii. 13.) 

Now it is very incumbent upon those who are humbly 
striving to follow Christ that they too should cultivate this 
spirit of holy joy, if they are to bear the sufiferings which 
are to be passed through without losing the spring and the 
elasticity of a true Christian life. God desires no faded life ; 
He would have all the sweetness of a new and holy spring- 
tide already begun here, the beauty of a resurrection life 
glorifying the scene of the mortifications of the old nature. 
Even as we see the fresh shoots of the first flowers of the 
new year springing up through the mass of dead and decay- 
ing leaves, the refuse of the life of a season past for ever. 
So " strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees" (Isa. xxxv. 3) in the strength of the joy which comes 
from the Holy Ghost. 

If then your life is to be one of temptation and of suf- 
fering, it should be one of looking forward to the joy which 
is set before you, a joy which may be briefly comprehended 
in this saying, " We shall be like Him, for we shall see Hina 
as He is." (i S. John iii. 2.) 

There are set before you three stages towards that su- 
preme joy, and the first is Paradise. Consider how near 
is that! to some how very near! "We meekly beseech 
Thee, O Father, to raise us from the death of sin unto 
the life of righteousness, that when we shall depart this life 
we may rest in Him, as our hope is this our brother, or 
this our sister, doth." (Order for the Burial of the Dead.) 
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Yes, how soon those words will be said over each one of us, 
how soon that rest shall come to those who are found 
watching. The prayers shall soon be said over bodies now 
wearied often with the hardness of the way; over the 
earthly house of the tabernacle of those who are often op- 
pressed by the sadness of heart which befalls such as 
have here no continuing city, but are sojourning in a 
strange land, exiles longing for another, and that their 
native country. 

Yes, and when that is said, the faithful soul shall indeed 
have begun to taste that " joy and felicity" of which the 
Church reminds us in the Burial Office ; for no earthly joy 
were to be named beside that wondrous blessedness of 
dying in Jesus, — ^nay, that were very little to say, may we 
not say also that even all the experiences of that joy which 
is known in Him here will be found to have been but as the 
taste of the grapes of Eshcol, pledges of the richness of that 
land flowing with milk and honey into the possession of 
which He shall then bid thee to enter ? 

The first stage of that joy then is Paradise. Think some- 
times of that joy, the joy of those who can never perish, 
whose names may never now be blotted out of the Book 
of Life. Think of this joy when temptation vexes you, and 
endure it bravely as the good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

The second stage in this way of holy joy is that of which 
the Apostle speaks as "the redemption of our body," (Rom. 
viii. 23,) when body and soul shall be brought into a oneness 
never known before, wedded in a far more wondrous unity 
than that which is experienced here even under conditions 
of the most perfect health ; such a unity of being as was 
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Adam's when he stood before God, " very good ;" nay, more 
blessed than his, for the bodies of the '' children of the 
resurrection" shall far transcend the perfection and purity 
even of those of our first parents in their innocence, for 
they shall need no further preparation ere their translation 
to the heavenly country, since they shall be then made like 
unto the glorious Body of the "Lord from Heaven/' 
(i Cor. XV. 47.) 

What a joy is that to look forward to, when " all that are 
in the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, and 
they that hear shall live." (S. John v. 25.) Then shall be 
seen indeed the reward of all those austerities in which 
now you endeavour to imitate the Lord and Master of re- 
ligion : then shall every self-denial, every feebleness and 
pain have its rich reward, and those who have by His grace 
been "preserved blameless" (i Thess. v. 23) in body, soul, 
and spirit unto the coming of the Lord, shall go forth as 
the wise virgins to meet the Bridegroom with great joy ! 

And once more, the third and last stage onwards towards 
the joy that is set before you is that which shall be when, the 
gates of heaven set wide open before you, you shall hear that 
most sweet voice of Jesus saying, " Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord ;" and it shall be fulfilled, *' And they that were 
ready went in with Him to the marriage." (S. Matt. xxv. to.) 
It is to these unfolding, advancing experiences of joy, that 
in the time of temptation the disciples of Jesus should look 
on ; they are degrees of a developing manifestation of God : 
in Paradise Jesus is revealed to the soul which is " with" 
the Lord in a sense before death unattainable ; — ^it is at 
the resurrection, the " redemption of the body," that the 
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whole redeemed humanity will be partaker of the bliss of 
the saved ; and finally to those who are in Christ Jesus 
by the Holy Spirit of union the children of the Heavenly 
Father, the recompense of the reward is to be fully given, 
when, in the Beatific Vision, the Ever Blessed and Undi- 
vided Trinity, the everlasting joy of His people, shall be 
wondrously declared and known. 

So, O merciful God, O loving God, grant it ! so shall 
we " be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is," (i S. 
John iiL 2,) He, the self-existent One, thq " I am," and we 
in inconceivable joy in full fruition of the love of God. 

IV. 

But let us not fail to observe that there is a peculiar bless- 
ing in being with Jesus in temptation; the call to follow 
Christ is acknowledged by those who obey it to be a call to 
a crucified life. Now it were easy when free from tempta- 
tion to seem to others and to ourselves wholly to have 
crucified the fiesh with its affections and lusts, when all the 
while there were lurking in us sinful tendencies of which we 
had no suspicion. 

But some fiend of the pit stands before the Christian, 
and lo ! it is only too evident that there is that in the one 
tempted which has something in common with the tempter. 

So does temptation reveal to the soul the weakness of its 
own nature, the possibilities of sin, the dangers which beset 
us, their power also in large measure due to our own fault ; 
until the very presence of those dangers leads the soul in 
a more lowly self-abasement to prostrate herself at the Feet 
of Jesus Christ ; and He is ever found of those who seek 
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Him ; so even as He draws about us the veil of penitential 
sackcloth, He covers us with the skirts of His clothing, as 
the " one that hath right to redeem/' (Ruth iiL 9, margin,) 
and bids us but tarry this night, and it shall be that as the 
morning of the resurrection dawns we shall receive the pleni- 
tude of the Divine redemption. 

That we may " of the Spirit reap life everlasting," (GaL vi. 
8,) it is indeed not enough that we recognise our sinfulness 
generally, we must in the power of the Presence of Jesus, and 
in the virtue of the Divine Wisdom given to us by the Holy 
Ghost, learn to mortify all that tends to be inordinate. We 
may see at once, e.g., that the malignity of some great hatred 
must be beaten down, and that we must be healed by the 
grace of Him Who is Love itself, but there is great danger 
of our becoming unmortified in respect of some lurking 
uncharity, until temptation, by showing us of what we 
are capable, is blessed to us as it reveals to us a need 
of more searching faithful mortifications. Ah, it is very 
easy to speak of being "buried with Him by Baptism,*' 
(Rom. vi. 4,) or of being " crucified with Christ," (GaL 
ii. 20,) it is a very different thing to be indeed dead to the 
world, to submit ourselves habitually and perseveringly to 
the Cross ; or again, it is universally allowed that " flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God," (i Cor. 
XV. 50,) in the sense that our corporal nature must pass 
" through the grave and gate of death" in order to attain to 
a joyful resurrection; but it is by no means so generally 
recognised that no part of our nature can enter into the 
joys of that kingdom until it has first died ; and yet this is 
really quite as certain. There are indeed often present even 
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in the complex operations of the will movements tending 
towards the performance of what may appear to us to be 
good works ; but which nevertheless proceed from impulses 
at best merely human, and very imperfectly subordinated 
to the mind of Christ, and unsubmitted to Him in the 
spirit of detachment, and yet these are often perhaps suf- 
fered to become appropriated by the soul, and to become 
acts of our interior being; but these movements of the 
soul must be mortified, and their irregularity subdued, 
before the will from which they spring can in that respect 
live in Him. 

O that we may learn this at any cost ! God lays some 
on sick beds, that they may be saved from losing their souls 
which were losing the Divine Life in the midst of what they 
esteemed to be " good works :" others He terrifies by some 
vision of the judgment, or of hell, and then overwhelms 
them by such an apprehension of His love as they had 
never known, who never before had known their helpless 
misery and utter wreck apart from Him. 

Could we only see things as they appear to the Heavenly 
Wisdom more with the eyes of our Blessed Saviour, by how 
different a standard should we gauge our lives ; how should 
we thank God for temptation, because it discloses to us our 
dangers, our deadly foes, our self-love, ourselves! How 
short-sighted, how sad a thing it is when any shrinking from 
temptation seeks refuge from it not in suffering with Jesus, 
but in some secular interest or unworthy distraction. All 
temptation is to be taken to God in prayer; and with the 
exception of those temptations from which we are taught in 
Holy Scripture, and by the examples of the saints to flee, 



74 CONSIDERATIONS ON [Second Day. 

(Gen. xxxix. 12 ; 2 Tim. iL 22,) temptation is habitually to 
be faced, and to be surmounted in the mighty power of the 
grace of God. 

He would bring us nearer to the likeness of His Blessed 
Son. He would bring out into action the power which He 
has given us in the gift of Himself, and even as the inherent 
holiness and Wisdom of Jesus Christ our Lord, manifested 
increasingly throughout His life of temptation on earth, was 
shown forth most triumphantly in the hour of His obedience 
" unto death, even the death of the Cross," — ^when the foul 
spirit which worketh in the children of disobedience made 
his last and most fearful assault upon the tempted Lord, — 
so again and again is that His Wisdom and Holiness revealed 
in the members of Christ, in the victories of His children. 
" Angels came and ministered unto Him" in His tempta- 
tions ; they came and visited Him and strengthened Him, 
and He gives His Angels charge over us to keep us in all 
our ways, but far more wondrous condescension. He Him- 
self enters into us, and comes that He may abide with us. 
He makes us, by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, to 
be bone of His Bone, flesh of His Flesh. He takes us unto 
Himself and binds us in oneness with Himselfl What, 
then, is your life of temptations but a continuation of His 
life of temptation. Who is in you by Sacramental Union, 
that in you He may put every enemy under His Feet ? 

And when, too, as you say the Divine Ofi&ce you remem- 
ber that it is a continuation of His utterance Who, even as 
He died^ prayed in the words which of old time, moved by 
His Spirit, the Psalmists breathed to God, remember also 
for your encouragement that it is the utterance of Him Who 
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is with you in your temptations. Ay, the very mechanism 
of this life of recurring duties, and daily recitation of the 
Psalter and prayer and Sacraments, has its blessings, as, 
all unfelt perhaps by yourself, God brings you in a blessed 
impetuosity away from this dying life, carrying you more 
and more out of your former self-love and self-interests, 
away from seeking to " save" your life for aught but Him. 
And when, as now. He takes you aside, that you may per- 
ceive the outcome of this life, it is that you may rejoice to 
find yourselves not where once you were, but that, as you 
just glance at what is about you, you may find that the outer 
prospect has changed, that what once had such hold over 
you is vanishing away, if indeed it be not already left far be- 
hind. So in His mercy does God provide for His children, 
as for those who have " no continuing city," for that they 
** seek one to come." (Heb. xiiL 14.) So does He lead them 
onward in their joumepng towards the "city which hath 
foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God." (Heb. xi. 
10.) So one while sustaining us in times of dryness and 
temptation by the recurrence of obligations, at another time 
singing to us Himself a wondrous lullaby, as the Divine 
Voice sounds through the oft-repeatpd words, Jesus bids us 
sleep that we may rest in Him. 

The exiled captives in Babylon stood upon the margin of 
the great river, but their eyes turned towards Jerusalem, and 
that dear home was in their hearts and on their lips till, 
** when the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion," they 
were " like unto them that dream." They were yet in exile, 
and surrounded by the tokens of a mighty kingdom of this 
world, but their " mouth was filled with laughter," and their 
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"tongue with joy." (Ps. cxxvL i, 2.) As the heathen 
looked on these men they must have seemed to be but 
dreamers, but they themselves, in their inebriation of joy, 
forgot the toil which was before them ere Jerusalem could 
become again " the joy of the whole earth." They knew 
not that they were as the images of the faithful who look 
towards the Vision of Peace, the true Jerusalem 1 

So let us meditate upon the life of the religious as a life of 
temptation, upon the joy which is set before you and towards 
which ye should look, upon the peculiar blessing of being 
with Jesus in temptations. 

Anima Christi. • Our Father. Benediction. 
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V^t Seconb I9as< 



MEDITATION III. 



" And he removed from thence, and digged another well ; and for 
that they strove not : and he called the name of it Rehoboth ; and he 
said, For now the Lord hath made room for us." — Gen. xxvi. 22. 



•t In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

MORTIFICATION, HOLY POVERTY, AND THE 

WELL REHOBOTH. 

Contemplate our Lord Jesus Christ, the true Isaac, 
standing by the well Rehoboth. 

O Thou Who .in Thy poverty hadst not where to lay 
Thine Head, yet with Whom is the Fountain of riches, 
the Torrent of pleasure, the Richness of the House of 
God ; grant us to know the true riches, and to share the 
glorious liberty of Thy children. O Thou Who art the 
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Well of Life, grant that in Thy light we may of Thy pity 
see light; Who livest and reignest with the Father, in 
the Unity of the Holy Ghost, One God, world without 
end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

In our last meditation we thought of the life of the re- 
ligious as it is exercised by temptation, and of how the 
life of temptation in the wilderness must be, if temptation 
is to be resisted, and is to help to increase sanctification, 
a life of mortification. We sometimes use that word mor- 
tification without perhaps remembering its primary signi- 
ficance : let us say then that if temptation is to be over- 
come, the religious must live a life of putting to death 
that which in man has affinity with the tempter, — ^in one 
word, of putting to death of the whole of the natural life 
as far as any seeking to fulfil the earthly aims of that life 
are concerned. The whole man is to become objectless, 
a machine without any apparent use for all its elaborate 
mechanism, or even impulse which should move it. The 
fire must be extinguished ; the whole web and woof taken 
away from the loom, all its inchoate patterns shredded 
into nothingness, to be blown away by the next passing 
breath. 

This is to be not only as concerns a general desyre to be 
given up to God, but as concerns the detaih of the sacrifice 
of all to Hini. The supreme and wondrous work of Goi> 
the Holy Ghost is indeed kindling in you the fire of love 
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for God, setting Him before your eyes as the Object, the 
alone worthy Object of your life ; but there are so many 
shreds and strings of the old weaving about even those 
who are in religion, that they have to be taken away, as 
they are seen, in order that the whole being in its every 
faculty may operate unhindered to one end. 

There is an image used by our Lord, and by His Apostle 
S. Paul, which will help us now better than those we have 
already employed. Jesus Christ, in speaking of Himself, 
said, " Verily, verily, I say unto you. Except a com of wheat 
fall into the ground, and die, it abideth alone, but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit : He that loveth his life shall 
lose it, and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it 
unto life eternal." (S. John xii. 24, 25.) 

The natural life of the Immaculate Jesus died ; it was 
sown that it might bring forth much fruit. Now S. Paul 
throws light upon this need of sowing that we may reap : 
" But some man will say, How are the dead raised up, and 
with what body do they come? Thou fool, that which 
thou sowest is not quickened except it die : and that which 
thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but 
bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain : 
but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, and to 
every seed his own body. . . . Howbeit that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that which is natural ; and afterward 
that which is spiritual," (i Cor. xv. 35 — 38,46.) Yes, it 
may chance of wheat, or of some other grain ; the noblest, 
but also that which is less noble, the least as well as the 
greatest. Every faculty of the natural life is to be sown in 
faith, " accounting that God is able to raise it up even from 
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the dead." (Heb. xi. 19.) And what does this teaching foster 
in the hearts of those who receive it ? Is it not the very ex- 
planation of the religious vows ? Here is, for example, the 
spirit of poverty, for if you persistently follow this manner of 
sowing you will have no possession at all of any kind, only 
powers to use, whilst you will wait upon God to learn how 
to use them to His greater glory. 

II. 

Jesus bore, as the penance for man's sins, deprivation of 
those things which belong to the joys of the natural life, and 
the religious living very near to Jesus, follows Him in a holy 
imitation of that penance. Jesus Christ lived and died as 
the Perfect Sacrifice; His human Will was ever wholly 
yielded up to the Divine, yet the oblation of the various 
parts of the composite human life of the Son of Mary was in 
order acted out according to the truth of the humanity 
which He had assumed : He did not in act " die" in the 
usual sense of the word until He was nailed to the Cross. 
And so, in the imitation of Jesus, there is a demand made 
to sow in order the various powers of the natural life, that 
they may be raised after a heavenly sort. 

The whole human nature of our Blessed Lord was torn 
asunder, and, as it were, strewn over the field of this our 
earth, that He might so enrich its soil that God's Will might 
'' be done in earth as it is in heaven." And He calls the 
religious to imitate Himself in the desire to spend and be 
spent for His Body's sake, which is the Church which He 
loves. 

And what if God teaches you to be ready to suffer the 
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loss of all things, to count all you have but as that where- 
with He may dress His field. Oh ! then that which seems 
the taking away of every object of desire shall be indeed 
found to be but the beginning of a better hope. 

Let us for a moment contemplate Jesus Christ as He 
is first seen in Holy Poverty, at Bethlehem in a stable, 
lying in the manger, in a place from which the beasts feed, 
swathed in swaddling bands, — in discomfort, cold, and 
gloom. We read that "There was no room for Him in 
the inn,'' (S. Luke ii. 7,) and that short sentence discloses 
to us that already He had begun to suffer a form of poverty 
which we would now consider, one through which men are 
still called to experiences of singular blessedness. "No 
room for Him in the inn." There was literally no room 
for Him there, no place in which He might be received 
" Who was Incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary/' and that which was true literally as to external 
things, was true also of interior and unseen things; true 
then and thereafter in everything which concerned the 
needs of His perfect humanity. 

Ah ! there are few sufferings more real than that lack of 
room, of scope for the life, which' our Blessed Lord, after 
His Manhood, was content, (or, let us say more truly, re- 
joiced,) to bear for us men and for our salvation. 

Do we not know how keen is the anguish of the constraint 
which many suffer from this tendency of our better nature 
to reach forth into developments of those faculties which 
God has conferred so richly upon us ? Yes, there are ways 
in which the human spirit not ignobly manifests this desire 
for room. It is this which in some sense explains the long- 

G 
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ing to acquire wealth which is found in men who are above 
a merely covetous spirit, and who have no specific design 
in seeking the accumulation of property; the hear^ the 
life, is conscious of being cramped, and there is a long- 
ing for scope and opportunity for exercising that which 
the man is instinctively aware may be stunted and 
arrested in its growth because there is no room for its 
development. 

It is this impulse which prompts us to add house to 
house and field to field, or to gather together libraries that 
we may hold converse with the minds of great men of 
other days, that thus, in various ways, room may be ac- 
quired where we may find relief from the restraint which 
galls us. 

It is not only the man who is covetous of wealth in the 
sense of being greedily desirous of gaining money or pro- 
perty who, in acquiring aught, thinks within himself, " What 
shall I do because I have no room to bestow my fruits ?" 
For we see on all sides men in various spheres of life, and of 
widely divergent aims, who are acting out the resolve of the 
rich fool, — " This will I do, I will pull down my bams and 
build greater, and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods." (S. Luke xii. i8.) 

This growing desire of scope for the life, and then as the 
life itself expands, as fruits increase in the widened fields, 
desire for yet more room for their bestowal, explains much 
of what is transacting about us and within us daily. It is 
a true instinct, and testifies to a real need, although the 
remedy prescribed by an unsanctified reason is altogether 
inadequate and nugatory. 
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Oh ! how men grasp after scope for their life, for wealth, 
for position, for opportunities for intellectual culture, and at 
the best, as they begin to attain that which has been their 
heart's desire, the grave opens at their feet, and the voice 
cries, '' Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required of 
thee." 

Let us look back at Jesus Christ in His poverty, and 
behold in Him the contradiction of these false, though 
specious proposals, which are made by the wise of this 
world. 

Are we conscious of this want of room ? Whatever may 
be lawfully sought for here, the Master Who came to heal 
each disorder of our nature does not direct us to seek for 
scope for our life in this all too narrow world. Are we con- 
scious that in some way God hath enriched our life ? Do 
we seek for room to bestow our fruits ? We are to listen to 
Him again, and He does not bid us to build greater bams, 
such as we are naturally prone to esteem needful, although 
He does bid us sometimes to pull down our bams which we 
have already built. Nay, "behold the Man^^ as "Jesus of 
Nazareth" in His poverty " passeth by." 

in. 

But if the example of Jesus Christ does not counte- 
nance the remedies which we have considered, what is the 
remedy? Is the lack of room to be part of the penance 
which man is to bear, and which, many fictitious alleviations 
being set aside, the religious is especially to bear in patient 
suffering throughout this life ? We are almost tempted in 
view of the tmth to say emphatically, No. But we may not 
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say tbat unless we are prepared to deny that, speaking gene- 
rally, the Christian's life here is a crucified life, or to assert 
that crucifixion is a painless thing. We must say, YeSy it is 
part of the penance ; but then remember, too, that " sorrow- 
ful yet alway rejoicing, poor yet making many rich," (2 Cor. 
vi. 10,) is the true attitude of the faithful soul : that there is 
that which turns all bitterness to sweetness, and that in heart 
and mind more and more the soul is to be where tears and 
sorrow never come ! 

This lack of room still may from time to time cause real 
suffering even to the religious after the natural order ; but 
albeit " that was not first which is spiritual, but that which 
is natural," yet as the whole life is being taken more aud 
more out of the sphere of merely natural operations there 
follows afterwards "that which is spiritual," for after the 
earthly succeeds the "heavenly." (i Cor. xv. 46, 49.) 

Lack of scope for that which belongs to the natural life is 
less and less felt because, whatever may once have been, 
the soul is becoming a very Gallio towards that life and 
cares " for none of these things." 

What then is the remedy ? It is, as all that can possibly 
help us, from God Himself. The remedy which He offers 
to us is an entire healing of our sickness, an entire solution 
of our questionings, it is that sufficient solution of every 
question which comes to those who are endeavouring by 
faith to live the life which is hidden with Christ in God. 

Of old time when Isaac digged again the wells of water 
which they had digged in the days of his father, (Gen. 
xxvi. 18,) but which the Philistines had stopped up, as he 
opened the wells once again, the herdmen of Gerar strove 
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with his herdmen ; it was Abraham's well, why should not 
he, his son, have it ? But he would seek peace, and Isaac, 
whose name is laughter, turns away ; he bids his men pass 
on, for he will leave the well of Esek {of contention) to the 
herdmen of Gerar, and he will dig another well; but at 
that too there is renewed strife, and what can he call that 
well but Sitnah ? (hatred.) 

And as the herdmen of Gerar strove with the patriarch 
for the wells " Esek" and " Sitnah," we too have our Esek 
and Sitnah wells, which are the scene of " contention," and 
^' hatred /' but let us pass from the strife and hatred, let 
us be content, though the world should take from us what it 
may, what it can I If it be some earthly property, be glad ; let 
them take it from you ; be ready to give it, nor fear the hatred 
which though often latent is ever actively burning against you ; 
strive at least to be willing to endure the penance not only 
of Esek, but of Sitnah ; not only of contention, but also 
of hatred. They called the Master of the house Beelzebub, 
but as Jesus our Isaac turned away from Esek and Sitnah 
He turned to Rehoboth, where neither strife nor hatred 
come. There He awaits thee, and thither He invites thee 
to follow Him even to a sphere of life of which the world 
knoweth not, and which it may not assail 

So do the children of God pass from stream to stream 
until they come to the true Rehoboth; and as the soul 
recognises that it can be satisfied at no well to which 
Gerar's herdmen have access, she longs for the sweet Re- 
hoboth waters, and she hears Him bid her " drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved." (Cant. v. i.) Yes, truly 
there is a well whither strife and hatred come not, and 
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there at our " Rehoboth" (i.e. room) we may say, " Thou 
hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy, but hast 
set my feet in a large room." (Ps. xxxL 9.) 

Thus may we be led from self-love, and all that belongs 
to our fallen humanity, thus driven nearer to Him even by the 
assaults of His very enemies ; and yet, even so we shall not 
be satisfied, for, as we learn more of His fulness, the capacity 
of our soul is enlarged and we learn to ^' hunger and thirst 
after righteousness." Oh, how immense is the immensity 
of God ! The more we are drawn away from that which is 
seen and the closer we are drawn to that which is not seen 
the more boundless appears the prospect of His love. 

Rejoice then at all by which self-will, and self-love, and 
earthly clingings are mortified. Yes; "blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled." (S. Matt. v. 6.) The faithful can never really 
be cramped by any condition of the outer life, nor can they 
be hindered from the blessing of experiencing what it is to 
be indeed the " Lord's freeman." (i Cor. vii. 22.) Every 
acquisition by which in the world men ^eek to find room 
for their life, is only a shadow of that substantial reality 
which in God is given to those who follow Him. "The 
Lord Himself is the portion of mine inheritance and of my 
cup. Thou shalt maintain my lot !" and so, " the lot is fallen 
unto me in a fair ground : yea, I have a goodly heritage.'* 
(Ps. xvi. 6, 7.) Oh, blessed freedom ! oh, wide and unhin- 
dered liberty of the children of God ! 

Art thou, O servant of the Lord, in holy ecstasy climb- 
ing up into heaven, or for awhile abased to hell ? it is that 
thou mayest know that He is ever with thee, that thou art 
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in Him, and all things are thine, and thou art Christ's, 
and Christ is God's, (i Cor. iil 23.) 

The restrained and fettered spirit cannot really find room 
for its flight whatever largeness of possessions we may have 
here, for they can but distract us from a true perception 
of our bondage, and even that only for a time \ whilst the 
way of Holy Poverty is in truth the way to a royal treasure ; 
and as that treasure is gathered, as we have more than ever 
"part in David, and inheritance in the Son of Jesse," 
(2 Sam. XX. I,) then what need of storehouse or barn ? 

If " the deep things of God" are made known to any it 
is that their great realities now yours as HiSy that word of 
the Psalmist may be unfolded to you \ " He layeth up the 
deep as in a treasure-house." (Ps. xxxiii. 7.) He the deep, 
and He the treasure-house. He the Treasure given, and He 
the Giver. " The deep as in a treasure-house," that is the 
depth of the Divine Love laid up in the treasure-house of 
the Sacred Humanity of Jesus. " Oh, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God !" (Rom. xi. 33.) 

And that which is true of the individual Christian is true 
also of the Catholic Church as a whole. God maketh room 
enough under her for to go, that her footsteps shall not 
slide. It will be true of her, " I will follow upon mine 
enemies, and overtake them, neither will I turn again till I 
have destroyed them," (Ps. xviiL 36, 37,) however, through 
our sins, this may seem not to be fulfilled. 

" Thou hast brought a vine out of Eg3rpt : Thou hast 
cast out the heathen and planted it. Thou madest room 
for it, and when it had taken root it filled the land !" (Ps. 
Ixxx. 8, 9.) Yes, " for their rock is not as our Rock, even 
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our enemies themselves being judges, their vine is of the 
vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah, their grapes 
are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter, their wine is the 
poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps." (Deut. 

xxxii. 31—33) 

Whatever be the temporary calamities or chastisements 
of God's people, that- true " Jacob the lot of His inherit- 
ance** cannot but prevail. Already " Rehoboth" is the ex- 
clamation of the children of God, who drink of the Well of 
Life : already the Holy Church of God is as a fruitful vine, 
and soon shall the largeness, '^ the length, and breadth, and 
depth, and height," of that wondrous Love of God be 
made manifest : the riches of those who in this life were 
content to have nothing that the world accounted aught, 
yet who had all the while rejoiced in the possession of a 
hidden treasure, in the recognition of the superabundant 
and inestimable love of God ; as " poor, yet making many 
rich, as having nothing, and yet possessing all things." 
(2 Cor. vi. 10.) 

No room for them in the inn, but room enough for them 
there wherein is refection for the blessed ! 

Hail ! then, thou elected soul, hail ! thou holy spouse of 
Jesus Christ, who art standing in poverty, thrust forth 
from all this world might give. Wherefore is this? Art 
thou not standing outside by a strange unanimity of wills ? 
by the will of the world, which hath no room for such as 
thee in the inn ; by the will of God, Who called thee in 
holy Poverty to imitate thy Lord ; by thine own will which 
recognising the Divine call, rejoices to surrender itself to 
Him. Ah ! there is indeed, as for Him thy Lord, so for 
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thee, no room for thee in the inn, but room enough for 
thee, large room for such as thee in the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 

Yes, this is to be the end proposed in every act of morti- 
fication, in every pain inflicted upon the body, in every joy 
denied to the sensitive nature \ this is to be borne, that is 
to be set aside, in order that we may both have victory 
over temptation, and also may be so driven from every 
refuge, that we may find God Himself; that our whole 
being may be brought back to Him Who once made it 
** very good.'' He is not pleased at our pains for their own 
sake, but He wills that as Jesus Christ our Lord assumed 
our nature and reduced it to Himself, so we too, following 
the way by which, in our nature. He passed from earth, 
placmg our feet where trod those Blessed Feet, may find 
ourselves passing away with Him from earthly things, hidden 
within the Sanctuary of His Sacred Heart and sustained by 
His Love. 

So, then, meditate upon Mortification, meditate upon 
Holy Poverty, but see that these are indeed sought as God 
would have them, that in Mortification we strive to die to 
what keeps from Him, that in Poverty we seek to find the 
riches of His Grace. 

God has many a saintly soul in the world, living in de- 
tachment from all things for his Lord's dear sake ; but to 
you is vouchsafed a special vocation, and it is indeed in- 
cumbent upon you to render to Him imfeigned thanks for 
that calling. 

It is easier in some sort for you to find Rehoboth than 
for holy souls in the world to do so ; for has He not sealed 
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those of you who are professed in this estate of abandon- 
ment of the riches of the world that He may give you to 
know what those riches so often hide from their possessors ? 
and as this is recognised, is not the soul enabled to say, '^ I 
am not conscious of any poverty ! ' I have found Him 
Whom my soul loveth ; I will hold Him and will not let 
Him go ; my Beloved is mine, and I am His ; I am my Be- 
loved's, His desire is towards me ?* " (Cant. iii. 4, ii. 16, vii. 10.) 
Yes, you could, were it well, tell of such knowledge of the 
Divine Love, but other experiences are also known to you, 
when in incapacity to apprehend that which you know by 
faith, your poverty is felt indeed. Ah ! but bear this for 
Him, and He shall seal to you more and more that to 
which He has called you. When He shall seem to have 
passed from you He will indeed be nearer than ever, for 
He is leading you to know more and more His Poverty. 
Ay, it is at times dark indeed, but 

** Christ leads you through no darker rooms 
Than He went through before, 
He who into God's kingdom comes 
Must enter by the door." 

Remember what was the poverty, what were the sufferings 
of the Apostolic company ; think of blessed Peter, first of 
that glorious band ; of blessed Paul, going forth in all the 
dignity of that marvellous vocation which God had given to 
him : how warm their ardent love, how bright their hope, 
how steadfast their faith, and then look on to the Mamer- 
tine dungeon, the sword which slew the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles, the violent and shameful death of the Cross 
by which S. Peter glorified God. So did they consummate 
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their lives, consecrated to Christ in evangelical Poverty ; 
they who forsook all that they might follow Him their 
Lord : their offering in its full significance unrecognised by 
the world, but declared by their deaths. Oh ! how often 
had they desired the sweet waters of that Rehoboth well 
which they had already learnt to know when tabernacling 
still in the flesh. 

And as the last act of Poverty was wrought out, they 
passed for ever from the "Esek," strife, and "Sitnah," 
hatred, of this pilgrim way, to drink indeed abundantly of 
that stream, the flood whereof makes glad the city of God. 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION I. 



(< 



As the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body : so also is Christ." — 
I Cor. xii. 12. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

CHARACTER, VOCATION, AND PROMISE. 

Contemplate our Lord Jesus Christ saying to His dis- 
ciples, " Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." 

O Almighty God, Who by Thy Holy Spirit dividest to 
every man severally as Thou wiltj grant us, we beseech 
Thee, that we may so faithfully recognise the purposes of 
Thy good pleasure, that persevering in faithfulness to Thy 
Divine vocation even to the end, we may make our calling 
and election sure, and may hereafter receive the fulness of 
Thy heavenly promises ; through the merits of our Saviour 
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Jesus Christ, Who with Thee liveth and reigneth in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 



I. 

We have meditated upon God's dealings with man in the 
revelation of Himself to the creature of His hand ; a reve- 
lation by which true wisdom was once imparted to fallen 
man, and after the fall proffered to those who seeking Him 
in the ways of lowliness and contrition were made to know 
that wisdom secretly. Let us now proceed to consider 
Character and Vocation as they present conditions under 
which in the mystical body of Christ we are severally in- 
vited to learn the things of God. 

And in the first place let us remind ourselves of the ob- 
jective nature of supernatural character, for character is not 
fancy, feeling, or emotion ; it is an impress wherewith our 
life is sealed by Almighty God Himself. S. Thomas, in 
writing upon this subject, observes that " sacraments of the 
new law are ordained to two ends, namely, for a remedy 
against sins, and in order to perfect the soul in those things 
which pertain to the service of God according to that which 
belongs to a Christian life." And he points out that it has 
been customary in the affairs of this life to designate those 
set apart for a particular office by some special mark, as 
e.g. soldiers were in old time distinguished by certain marks 
upon their person in consideration of their being deputed 
to some corporal service. So is it in spiritual things when 
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Goo by the Sacraments sets us apart for His service, He 
seals us with a certain spiritual character. (Summa Theo- 
logica, 3, Ixiil i. c.) Character, in this sense, however, is 
a spiritual power which is conferred upon the soul in respect 
of that which belongs to Divine worship, that is to say such 
as may enable it to receive or to deliver to others things 
Divine; it is nothing less than ''a participation of the 
Priesthood of Christ." (Summa, 3, bdiL iiL c) 

Such character is conferred in Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Holy Orders, wherein God's seal is set upon us, set 
upon us so as never to be effaced, for it is indelible : " as the 
military character abides in soldiers after victoiy is attained 
alike both in those who conquer to their gloiy, and in those 
who are conquered to their loss," (Summa, 3, IxiiL v. ad 3,) 
so it will be hereafter when our strife is o'er; the seal 
set must — 

" Shine with heavenly lustre bright. 
Or bum in everlasting night." 

Great beyond our conception is the work of Divine Love in 
regeneration, wherein we were made the sons of God ; won- 
derful His predestinating choice of those whom He so justi- 
fies ; great, too, to those who have eyes to see and ears to 
hear the mystery transacted in so few moments, and with so 
little of outward circumstance, in Confirmation, wherein the 
Holy Ghost is given to fortify the soul in her contest with 
evil, to establish her in the Grace of God. 

To be called to share the Priesthood of Christ is the lot 
of all the regenerate, for He Whose Priesthood is for ever im- 
parts to all the faithful in some degree the power which is 
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His inherently, of offering an acceptable worship to God \ 
and so we, who by Grace are destined to eternal glory, are 
to that end empowered rightly to receive and to exercise 
what is proper to this Divine worship on earth, whilst 
among the regenerate there are those whom God calls to the 
Priesthood in a fuller measure of 'that gift, namely, to that 
"sacred office and ministry" which "Almighty God our 
Heavenly Father" "appointed for the salvation of man- 
kind." (Prayer before the imposition of hands. Ordering of 
Priests.) 

To these, again, character is given that they may not only 
be capable of themselves receiving, but may also minister 
to others in those Divine things in which is exercised the 
Priesthood of Christ as He abides in His Church. 

And what may we here say of the religious ? Are they 
not peculiarly called upon to show forth in their obedience 
to the counsels of perfection \}[i^ power of the regenerate life, 
since that power is in their case exercised in a sphere of 
singular spiritual liberty ? It is true that no new character is 
then conferred, but it is not to be denied that the call to 
embrace, and the entry into, religion are momentous crises 
in a life. Even in our first Communion we do not acquire 
fresh character^ but nevertheless that act was one of untold 
significance in the development of the regenerate life. 

Now, in this conferring of character, and all that goes to 
the emphasising of the call therein implied, we learn to 
recognise our vocation ; it is a call as the elect of God, to 
glorify God upon earth, even now, as " an holy priesthood, 
to oflfer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ." (i S. Pet. ii. 5.) 
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The power conveyed to us by this gift of supernatural 
character is ours in that life of habitual grace which is con- 
ferred upon us, and is continually sustained through the in* 
strumentality of the Sacraments ; it is ours, too, to be exer- 
cised in the due use of those specific gifts which are entrusted 
to each of us severally in the life of grace, and it is ours 
also to be exercised under certain temporal circumstances, 
of which the existence of evil within and about us is one 
very grave condition. It comes to us first of all when we 
who are bom in sin and the children of wrath '^ are by the 
new birth made the children of Grace," and whilst, blessed 
be God, in our Baptism the guilt of original sin is remitted, 
the motions of concupiscence nevertheless remain, since 
regeneration does not obliterate all trace of the defect of 
our nature. It is most needful rightly to remember this as 
a safeguard against mere despondent fears ; we know that 
we are without excuse for any deliberate sin, since His 
Grace is ever sufficient for us to sustain us in all times of 
temptation, yet we may be assured that Gk)D demands of us 
no immediate and impossible perfection. He gives grace 
that we may subdue the evil bent of the flesh, that we may 
combat the evil within and about us. He knows that " by 
reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand 
upright ;" but if so. He knows too that we need not fail of 
attaining at length unto perfect holiness, for if we will but 
persevere and surrender our wills to Him, if by repentance 
and faith we co-operate with the grace given in and through 
the Sacraments, He will endue us with a holy energy, by 
which we may overcome every form of evil, and exercise in 
true holiness that power of the Royal Priesthood to which 
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He has called us. Ah ! we may well, as we recognise the 
gravity of our position, fear always ; but let it be with holy 
fear, and let us not think that we need to hear some strange 
thing in order that we may know how to acquit ourselves in 
the fight, and having " done all to stand." (Eph. vi. 13.) 
Rather recalling to mind the gift, " the power of the Holy 
Ghost," (Rom. xv. 13,) that is in us, and seeking to know and 
use that good thing, let us be as the man in the Eastern 
fable, ready to part with new lamps for old, to part with new 
lights that we may the better hold fast that Light which has so 
wondrously " shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the Face of Jesus 
Christ." {2 Cor. iv. 6.) So let us trim the lamp which is 
committed to us ; the oil is from a heavenly source, and if 
we are watchful to cleanse ourselves from earthliness and 
from defilements of the flesh we shall find that we shall 
" not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life," (S. 
John viil 12,) and so shall we abide in His steadfast fear 
and love. 

Let us not think to search into the mysteries of heaven 
by mere fervour of unchastened affections or unenlightened 
imagination, for by the leading of God the Holy Ghost 
alone can we learn Divine Wisdom and " muse of under^- 
standing," (Ps. xlix. 3.) Yet, if we are willing in the day 
of our visitation He shall lead us by ways untrodden by 
the world, but trodden by Saints and penitents of all ages. 
He shall lead us by the " old paths" that we may walk in the 
blessed Footprints of the Divine Redeemer, the vestigia by 
which so many have tracked the way from earth to heaven. 

So consider in the first place the supernatural character 

H 
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which is given to us as sealing us in our high vocation; that 
it is ours in the life of habitual grace ; that it is given to us to 
be exercised under the condition of the presence of evil ; 
that it is our part not to tire of the old truths, but to learn 
the better to experience their mighty power. 

II. 

Subordinate to the supernatural character is that natural 
character which belongs to each of us respectively. The his- 
tory of God's dealings with His children teaches that this is 
not intended to be merely obliterated by His supernatural 
gifts, and we are not to despise it ; we are not to think it of 
no account, for it bears upon its nobler side signs of God's 
will for us ; it assists to differentiate one of us from another. 
As no two leaves are alike, or as no man even possesses two 
ears or two eyes quite alike, so the natural gifts implanted in 
one individual are not to lead to the mere reproduction of 
those of any other. We are not to be like those ranks of 
soldiers which a child cuts out of paper, folding it over and 
over, and cutting them all out at once, each one the counter- 
part of each. As in grace the Holy Ghost divideth " to 
every man severally as He will ;" as " there are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit," (i Cor. xii. 4, 11;) as we are 
exhorted to minister those gifts "as good stewards of the 
manifold ^C2jzt of God," (i S. Pet. iv. 10;) as " the body is 
not one member, but many," (i Cor. xii. 14,) so too does 
God demand of us that we bring our natural character into 
subordination to the heavenly calling, that it too may sub- 
serve the end of our several vocations. Each character has 
its own peculiar powers and its own peculiar defects, the 
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latter forming part of the heritage of man's fallen estate. 
We are to seek by the Grace of God to develop these powers, 
to remedy these defects ; each one has his own peculiar 
possibilities of good, it is the part of each to aim at the form 
of perfection which belongs to those possibilities. Each will 
find himself led to be that gracious thing God meant him to 
be, if he will but correspond to the grace of God ; each is 
meant to develop in the exercise of the powers God has 
conferred upon him some part duly ordered towards the at- 
tainment of that great purpose of all true life, namely, the 
manifestation of the Glory of God. 

The nobler side of our natural character is to be deve- 
loped, and its evil conquered, by the discipline of tempta- 
tion, resisted by the Divine aid, and overcome through 
suffering. For example, a person of a naturally sensitive 
character will be clearly subject to forms of temptation and 
experiences of acute suffering peculiar to such a tempera- 
ment j but if self-love be conquered, and what is morbid 
healed, he may attain to great powers of sympathy and deli- 
cacy of perception of the sufferings of others, and may so 
become peculiarly fitted to be an instrument for assuaging 
their sorrows, to be a ^^ Son of consolation i^ or, again, some 
are naturally retiring, how may not this by grace be sanc- 
tified, and, its dangerous tendencies corrected, the soul be 
led into true hiddenness of life with Jesus 1 Let us then 
pray that the possibilities for good which belong to the 
natural character of each may be transformed by super- 
natural grace and its corruptions faithfully and persistently 
mortified ; and all for the glory of God Who made us. 

It is important also that we bear in mind two things ; 
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first, we must thank God for whatever He gives us, and 
next, we must recognise that He is calling others also by 
their several callings. Do not let us read the lives of saints 
or good men, and try to be '^ like" this or that saint or hoty 
person in the sense of striving precisely to imitate him in 
this or that : it were indeed a cause of joy were we to 
attain to something of his sanctity, but there is that cha- 
racter which God has given to thee to develop, that call 
which He has given to thee, God is to be glorified in thee 
in this life according to that particular vocation which is 
thine. God is to be manifested in that form of the Divine 
Life which He has given to thee to show forth. 

It is as we recognise this that we learn to value better 
both our own vocation and that of others, and to persevere 
and grow in holy love towards them ; neither striving our- 
selves to be what God means another to be, nor standing 
in the isolation of pride and of false independence apart 
firom those who are our brethren. 

We do not indeed forget that there is a peculiar spirit which 
belongs to each religious society, and that individual cha- 
racter is to be developed in subordination to that spirit ; 
but if a person has made a right choice in joining this or 
that community, the spirit of the society is that in which he 
will best be able to develop all that God calls him indi- 
vidually to be. 

Oh, let us contemplate for a moment the Perfect Man, 
Christ Jesus, and let us remember that it is in the exer- 
cise of whatever gifts of nature and of grace God has given 
to us that we are to seek to bring every faculty of our being 
into conformity with His Perfection, Who sums up in Him- 
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self every form of perfection. As in the mind of a great 
master, the majestic harmony of some wondrous work is 
conceived, and then is in its various component elements 
assigned to the several instrumentalists that each may first 
learn, and then execute, his part, so does our Blessed Lord 
bid each one to listen to His voice, and to learn what 
He would say concerning him : to learn, and, learning, 
to utter with the voice of a life that which He reveals. 
And as we look to Him how all unkind thoughts must 
pass away, all grudging spitefulnesses, jealousies, littlenesses, 
and unworthy regrets that we cannot do this or that, which 
others have committed to them ; yes, all must pass away 
as some choking mist exhaling from our earthliness, and we 
shall be sincerely glad that others can do that which we 
cannot ; as we look off unto Jesus all these uncharities shall 
pass away, and our life with a more trustful fidelity be sur- 
rendered to the operations of the Holy Ghost the Sanc- 
tifier, in the consciousness that all God's children shall here- 
after glow forth in the fulness of one Divine joy. 

As now we look upon the Church of God in the world 
we see such chasms between God's people ; we see indeed 
men living in close communion with God, so one with our 
Lord in sacramental union, but these are only seen here 
and there. Alas, how often have we been but as the "dross" 
of which Holy Scripture tells, only dimming the beauty of 
God's Church, only hindering and sundering others more 
true; but when He comes there shall be an end of all 
severances. 

Men are now as those crossing the desert where the 
traveller finds here and there some fair oasis with its wells 
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of pure water, and high lifted palm trees, but it is only an 
oasis. Some day the very '* desert shall rejoice and blossom 
as the rose/' (Isa. xxxv. i,) when " the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." (Hab. ii. 14.) 

Truly a sweet end of this unrest will that be when all 
shall be conjoined in one blessed ministry to one common 
Lord; we ought to look forward to it joyfully, though 
humbly and in the spirit of penitence, and the way to 
hasten that blessed consummation is by a life which pleads 
" Thy kingdom come ;" which in meekness, quietness, and 
humble fidelity strives to manifest some particular form of 
the imitation of Christ, and so to exercise the powers of 
our respective natural characters that we may according to 
our several vocations subserve His glory. 

Thus consider our natural character, and the signs of 
vocation which rightly viewed it presents, and how we are 
so to develop its powers, and to conquer its sinful tenden- 
cies, that the whole man being conformed to the Divine 
Will by this exercise of God's grace, may be ultimately 
transformed by the yet further development of the spiritual 
being to the perfect likeness of his Lord. 

And let us here remind ourselves that whether manifested 
by the indications of Divine Providence, by those natural 
endowments which are conferred upon each, or by the at- 
tractions of God's grace, the call in its every form is indeed 
fi:om Him, the initial choice is ever His, not ours. 

" Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." (S. John 
XV. i6.) He said this not only to His Apostles, but in some sort 
to all, to all those whom the Father foreknew and " did pre- 
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destinate to be conformed to the image of His Son." (Rom. 
viii. 29.) But our Lord has warned us that if men "be- 
lieve not Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one rose from the dead." (S. Luke xvi. 31.) 

And now that Christ has died, and is risen, and we too 
have been " buried with Him in Baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with Him," (Col iL 12,) let us take heed that we 
do believe this prophetic word thus testified to ! 

He has chosen. He has called, and He never calls to 
that which He does not enable us to effect He often 
seems to do so, but He does not, and He eyer provides 
grace; "He giveth more grace," grace first to make the 
effort which is required of us, again grace co-operating with 
us in our endeavours, and then grace to crown those efforts 
with victory over all that opposes. 

And let us consider too that "the gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance." (Rom. xi. 29.) 

See S. Peter as on the shore of the Sea of Galilee he re- 
ceives from his Lord and Master the charge to feed His 
lambs and sheep ; he is the one to whom He had promised 
** the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ;" he is too the one 
who for shame denied his Lord before a maid-servant ; the 
same of whom it is written that "the Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter, and Peter remembered the word of the 
Lord, how He had said to him. Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny Me thrice ; and Peter went out and wept 
bitterly." (S. Luke xxiL 61, 62.) 

And now He Who then was crucified, and mocked, and 
smitten, is risen, — ^not in that sepulchre wherein the Apos- 
tles sought for a dead Body, but, risen from the dead, He 
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has appeared to Cephas, and again this morning on the 
Galilean Lake He shows Himself and asks His disciple, 
" Lovest thou Me ?" — ^thrice denied, thrice He demands of 
the penitent Apostle the assurance of his love, and thrice 
commits the flock to him with gracious words. Yes, he 
was Peter still, nor could he take the part of James, or 
John, or Stephen \ he had not chosen Christ, but Christ 
had chosen him, and penitent Peter was restored to Peter's 
place; for, unlike Judas who before the priests had cast 
down the money, not himself, in lowly penitence the 
blessed Apostle had by Divine grace cast himself down, 
and that for ever, from the place of self-confidence he once 
had occupied. Primate of the Apostolic company it was 
yet as an example of continued penitence that he followed 
the Lord Who had called him with so wondrous a vocation. 

And for us the call which God has given to us as Ca- 
tholics, is it not indeed a call to a most lofty eminence? 
As we recollect this, let us strive to grow in holy boldness, 
in holy fear. It is terrible to think of Judas, yet he cast 
himself ^.wzy \ true he fell who was once our Lord's com- 
panion and " own familiar friend," — yet Peter was that, and 
was restored. 

Oh, let us remember in our repentances, that if, alas ! 
our first love has waxed cold, and we have even fallen 
very grievously, yet we must still strive to be that to 
which He called us. He calls still. Oh, wonderful con- 
descension of God to the creature, to the sinful creature, 
to the backsliding sinner ! 

Cast thyself down, O my soul, as Peter, and may it be 
that thou with him mayest be enabled truly, if in great 
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amazement, to say, " Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee." 

And lastly, consider the promises of which we are the 
heirs. Ah ! what is the promise ? It is the promise of an 
"eternal inheritance," {Heb. ix. 15.) And to whom is it 
made ? It is to " Abraham and his Seed for ever," and that 
" Seed is Christ," (Gal. iii. 16 ;) the Promise is to Christ 
our Lord, and to all who are in Him. To that seed be- 
longs the promise of joy which " it hath not entered into 
the heart of man to conceive." Brethren, " it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be, but we know that we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." (i S. John 
m. 2.) 

That scene on the seashore was, as the Fathers have 
shown us, a very picture of the end of this dispensation, 
when the net of the Church shall be drawn to the heavenly 
shore, with all the whole company of the Elect of God. 

And as then He bade His Apostles " Come and dine," 
so shall it be hereafter, as our Divine Master has said, 
"Blessed are those servants whom the Lord when He 
cometh shall find watching. Verily I say unto you, that He 
shall gird Himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
will come forth and serve them." (S. Luke xii. 37.) 

O amazing promises ! to be fed at the Heavenly Board, 
that were inconceivably blessed, but to be served by the 
King of Saints, that will be the very miracle of the Love 
of Jesus ; delighting, even in the revelation of His glory, 
to declare Himself the same as when for our sakes He 
made Himself of no reputation. 
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Not shame but an ecstasy of holy joy will thrill the 
hearts of those servants at this sign that the King accounts 
them not as servants but as friends ; friends of Incarnate 
God, now in glory as once in humiliation. 

He does this very thing now by anticipation in the august 
but most joyful mystery of the Holy Eucharist. It is the 
beginning of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Even here 
we taste of the heavenly refection — ^but we know not, we 
experience not, the fulness of the Divine gift; then shall 
we be able to obey His word, " Drink, yea drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved," (Cant. v. i,) — then without let or hin- 
drance, without restraint or imperfection we shall be filled 
with the love of Jesus, and shall be satisfied ; then shall 
we bid farewell for ever to that emptiness to which we have 
for a time been subjected, (Rom. viii. 20,) for then shall we 
wholly possess Him Whom our hearts desire to love, and 
in Him shall we find satiety and unimagined joy. The 
promises of God are not to fail. Oh ! that we add not to 
our sins by false fears or distrusts of Him; let us remember 
that He is omnipotent, and that He is love, — that He 
willeth not the death of a sinner. And when you pray and 
meditate upon the glory of that heavenly life, and find 
yourselves enabled by Divine love and mercy to catch 
some glimpses of its brightness, and then as you return to the 
daily duties of life the suggestion comes. Is not this upon 
which we meditate vague and far away ? the daily cares and 
suffering, the disappointments, are not they the realities of 
life? Heed it not. Oh! no. "To Abraham and to his 
seed for ever" is the promise sure. See what trials of faith 
proved the Father of the Faithful ; when barren Sarah had 
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bom a son, he was bidden to go to Mount Moriah and 
slay him ; he was called from one form of patient trial to 
another, from fruitless waiting to that terrible three days' 
journey to Moriah \ to the knife, the fire, and the wood. 
There is a threefold law shown forth in the patriarch 
Abraham's obedience, sacrifice, and patience ; continue in 
that threefold calling and nothing shall take away your 
reward; that which God has promised He will in Jesus 
Christ abundantly fulfil; remember with exultation that 
the purposes of God must be fulfilled. Can you distrust 
Him ? Do you think He . will forsake us ? Would a 
mother call a child to her embrace, and then turn from it 
in coldness ? What means this desire of our hearts which 
cannot find its satisfaction here ? It is the Voice of God 
calling us to come to Himself. Obedience to the invitation 
has led some to His service in the Priesthood, some in 
other callings ; some to the religious life, some to life in 
Christian homes. 

May we, each one of us, " in that state of life unto which 
it hath pleased God to call us," so abide in Jesus Christ 
that we may never cease to hear His Voice, but " running 
the way of His commandments," may obtain those gracious 
promises, which ^' in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto 
the glory of God by us." (2 Cor. i. 20.) 

ANiiiiA Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION II. 

'* Thos saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
Name is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." — Isa. Ivii. 15. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE INTERIOR PARADISE OF THE SOUL. 

Contemplate God*s Acre, the last resting place of the 
faithful departed. 

O Almighty God, we give Thee hearty thanks for that it 
hath pleased Thee to deliver our brethren departed out of 
the miseries of this sinful world. Grant to us, we beseech 
Thee, that whilst we yet remain in the body we may be so 
dead to that world, that we may already know the foretaste 



Med. II.] THE WISDOM OF GOD, 109 

of Thy Paradise ; Who livest and reignest, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, one God world without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

We have considered the call to a life of mortification as 
an invitation to joys unassailable by the world. 

Let us meditate to-day upon the Paradise to which Jesus 
Christ invites us, as He teaches us that in order to live we 
must first die, 

" By death I shall escape from death. 
And life eternal gain." 

Let us consider the blessings which through death we are 
invited to experience already. And first, we may reassure 
ourselves as to the continuous operation of death, the 
general presence of that which is equivalent to death, the 
truth that the hand of death is already laid upon all we 
see. Even if it be untrue to say of those changes which 
pass over the phenomena of the material creation that they 
are of the nature of decay, at least they are such that no 
fair thing is abiding ; the constant operation of change has 
the effect of destro)dng that combination of phenomena 
which at any time delights us. How soon as the eye is 
ravished with some form of beauty is it removed ! How 
doth the beauty of the dying day leave us in sadness — 

'* 'Tis gone, that bright and orb^ blaze 
Fast fading from our wistful gaze : 
Yon mantling cloud has hid from sight 
The last faint pulse of quivering light. 
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" In darkness and in weariness, 
The traveller on his way must press ; 
No gleam to watch on tree or tower, 
Whiling away the lonesome hour."' 

We sigK, and perhaps lifting for a moment our downcast 
eyes, the light of one pale star falls on us as from the 
entry to some place of calm serenity, but even as we gaze 
it too is soon obscured as the night dews are falling upon 
us, and the damp thickening air chills our whole physical 
nature, enveloping all things in its clammy shroud, until 
the whole earth seems surging on beneath our feet, onward 
to the blackness of that day of darkness, and astonishment, 
and gloom. 

Again, the touch of death is continuously laid upon the 
empires of this world ; upon the brilliancy of intellectual 
princeships ; upon the glories of art ; upon the sweet com- 
panionships of home ; upon the thoughts which quicken in 
us, only very soon with us to die. The operation of death 
is continuous and universal, and the final triumph of death 
is in a sense quite certain, so universal and so certain that 
there can be no evading that triumph, it shdU be accom- 
plished I And why ? Why is this to be permitted ? Why 
should death seem too strong for God's elect? 

It is because, although doubtless it is a penalty for sin, it 
is a punishment inflicted upon us by a God of love ; it is 
an instrument which He employs for making an end of that 
which is ruined, for it is as the former things pass away that 
the new heavens and the new earth are seen, it is when the 
flood of waters hath really overwhelmed the old nature, 

' Christian Year. 
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that, these afterwards subsiding, the regenerate earth is 
seen \ and as the rainbow arc of promise spans the firma- 
ment, the enduring brightness of the New Creation is 
revealed, and God looks down well pleased as the odour 
of a sweet savour ascends in acceptable oblation towards 
heaven. Thus was it that S. Francis could sing, 

" Praised by my sister death, my Lord, art Thou, 
From whom no living man escapes. 
Who die in mortal sin have mortal woe. 
But blessed they who die doing Thy will, 
The second death can strike at them no blow. 
Praises, and thanks, and blessings to my Master be. 
Serve ye Him all with great humility."* 

With what bitterness of spirit do those who philosophise 
with the world's wisdom look upon the inevitable progress 
of death ! It is to them an unreadable puzzle ; they look 
upon it with horror and with compressed lips steel them- 
selves to bear the inevitable doom ; for to the thoughtful, 
apart from the revelation of Christ, death is an over- 
whelming doom; and that even to those who are most 
manful, and have courage to bear that fate which is the 
fate of all. It were a cruel mystery, a cruel bitter thing 
to stand by the dying bed of those we love, cruel that 
man should die, '* and all his thoughts perish," just as 
they were ready to ripen to perfection ; cruel that another 
should be snatched away by the very laboriousness of 
his thoughts, torn away in the very effort to accomplish 
that for which he had endured long painful discipline, and 
to attain to which he had siurendered all. 

1 Song of the Creatures, Mrs. Oliphant's translation. 
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II. 

Now, remembering these things, consider how we ought 
to be dead to every form of pseudo-life which is about us : 

'* From His sacred Body pierced, 
Blood and water both proceed, 
Earth, and stars, and sky, and ocean 
By that flood from sin are freed." 

Yes, but that cleansing is not yet wrought out, and " the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now." (Rom. viii. 22.) What are the grace of form, the 
wondrous beauty of colour, the harmony of sweet sounds, 
the brilliancy of keen wit, the fascinations of eloquence, the 
fire of true poesy, to those who are dead ? What are they 
to us ? They ought to be as nothing. Oh, death ! as thou 
touchest these thou art to those that know not God indeed 
as a cruel fate ; as such an one philosophises what can he do 
but, recognising the bitter certainty of decay, lose heart and 
sink into a sad bewilderment ; or, refusing to think, what 
can he do but, blind for awhile to the presence of death, re- 
serve for himself the horror of an enforced awakening to the 
full power of the destroying angel ? 

But how different should all this be to the religious. As 
he remembers the victory which Jesus has wrought out, he 
is not so foolish as to think that the hand of death is not 
laid upon this perishing world, nor does he regard that vic- 
tory as a restoring to man of those things which are seen, 
that he may unrestrainedly enjoy them. O, no 1 But 
already dead in heart he rejoices over Jesus' victory, over 
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death, and watches with increasing indifference the consum- 
mation of the work which death is appointed to effect. 

Think for a moment of those who have passed away fix)m 
us. What can you do for them ? There is the form of one 
who, it may be, has led a holy life in your Community, one 
bound to you in holiest love : you can but perform the last 
offices for that body ; as with Dorcas of old, the beloved 
form is washed and laid in the chamber of death, the limbs 
composed, and, folding the hands as in submissive prayer in 
lowly reverence, you leave the body of Christ's servant to 
sleep the awful sleep of death, till Jesus wake those silent 
pulses to eternity of life. It is a comely thing to pay 
honour to the dead body which has been the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, but that is not he or she that is before thee ; 
it is but the tabernacle of the soul, and it awaits the grave, 
thus soon there comes the time when you shall bear the 
body to the church, and after the offices of prayer and 
Eucharist, and funeral rites of sepulture, we lay to rest the 
weary frame, and the earth covers o'er the form of her you 
love. But the dead body, what does it feel ? It does not 
know anything of change of place when it is carried forth to 
the burying, and so the religious, being " dead," knows no 
difference of place : it is only, as it were, a dead body that 
is borne hither and thither. And when after a while one 
comes to lay upon the freshly covered grave a cross of 
flowers, token of faith and love, what does the dead body 
feel? It can but lie still. Does she stretch out her hand 
to take one floweret? Nay, indeed, for you have only come 
to lay the tokens of affection upon a grave which hides the 

dead. 

I 
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Oh I what a wonderful t3rpe and image is this of what God 
calls you to in religion ; the dead form can have but little 
done for it, and the religious, what can be done for them in 
that which concerns this life? 

The dead are carried here and there, and for yourself, 
what can it matter whether you are here or there? The 
spirit moves not from her Lord, Who '' was dead" but is 
'^ alive for evermore," (Rev. L 18,) for He is as much here 
as there, Christ's living Body, and His living Blood in 
every Eucharist everywhere throughout His Holy Church 
the same, the now Sacramental Presence of ''the same 
spiritual Meat," ''the same spiritual Drink," the same 
" Rock" that followeth, and that Rock Christ, (i Cor. x. 
3, 4.) The dead cannot take the flowers laid upon their 
resting-place, and so indeed should it be in all gifts which 
come to you. With kindness others bring, as it Were, flowers, 
but the religious cannot take them ; at most they may be 
laid upon the grave, which hides from sight a dead body. 

And yet, again, those may pass by a grave who speak 
slanderous words, or words c^ unkindness concerning the 
dead, but how impotent are these to touch that dead form ; 
so should it be with the true religious. Such words are very 
likely to be spoken, but they can no more harm those who 
are true to their vocation than they can hurt the very dead.* 

Ah ! what is the secret of this, borne hither and thither out- 
wardly, receiving tokens of regard, or evil spoken of, the soul 
of the true religious is stayed upon the dear Lord, "with 
Whom the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from 
the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity :" there, resting 
upon the heart of Jesus, his true life knows nothing of such 
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accidental movements, for there is no change of the condi- 
tion of the spiritual life caused by the mere transfer of the 
body from one spot of earth to another, since the same Lord 
is everywhere ; but the more the outer life is really entombed 
so much the more is the interior life joyful in the recognition 
of that sweet converse with Him, which is the " far better" 
lot of those who so "depart." What flowers, then, of 
earthly growing can you desire whose arms may be filled 
with the fau: lilies and ruddy roses of the Paradise of God. 
See, Jesus holds out to you their wondrous bloom ! It is 
not in denial of there being some traces of beauty in the 
flowers of this world that you turn away from them, it is 
rather that the film which veils the death which hath befallen 
them is indeed so thin, and that the lustrous purity, the 
rich glow of heavenly love, which glorifies and vivifies these 
flowers of Paradise, makes them so transcendently winsome 
and delightsome to the heart. 

Behold thy Jesus then as He holds out to thee fair roses 
and lilies of His love, put forth thy hand, and take the 
largesse of thy Lord ! Yes, as thou livest here with Him 
in those ways in which His grace is fruitful in thee, sooner 
or later thou shalt taste the fruits of His love \ the more 
thy work is hidden the more shalt thou know of heavenly 
joy \ the more hidden from the world, the more dead to 
self, the more thou shalt taste of that sweetness which comes 
from God. As thou goest in weariness to some labour of 
love, of endurance, of patience, of self-surrender, of obe- 
dience, remind thee of what fruits are to be gathered thence; 
and in thy sorrows, in thy bitterness, bethink thee that the 
entry into this holy Paradise is indeed by the bitter hill of 
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myrrh leading by steep declivity to the dark valley of the 
shadow of death ; but bethink thee too that therein ofttimes 
some vagrant gale brings breath of sweetness wonderful, re- 
vealing a near entry into rest, and bidding thee to taste 
sabbatic joys. 

III. 

And where may we find the entrance to this blessed 
garden of celestial fiiiits ? Is it not entered by those portals 
of salvation, the five most sacred Wounds of Jesus cruci- 
fied ? sad seeming way, yet leading to unutterable joy, and 
faith would call us there to die with Him that we may 
know thfe sweetness of a hidden life. 

" HaU, Holy Wounds of Jesus, haU I 
Sweet pledges of the saving Rood, 
Whence flow the streams that never fail, 
The healing streams of His dear Blood. 
Brighter than brightest stars ye shine, 
Than roses' bloom your scent more rare^ 
No Indian gem can match your glow. 
No honey's taste with yours compare. 
Portals are ye to that dear Home 
Wherein our wearied souls may hide. 
Whereto no angry foe can come, 
The Heart of Jesus crucified." 

{^Breviary ffymn.) 

It is not by mere death, it is by dpng with Jesus that 
we may enter the Wounds of Jesus, the tokens of His 
Blessed Death, it is by these that we may enter into Para- 
dise with Him, as we too are in heart, and hands iand feet, 
conformed to the likeness of our Suffering Saviour, as we too 
bear upon our life the marks of the Lord Jesus. So let 
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US look with ardent love to Him Whom the world to-day, 
even, as when they cracified Him, regards as a malefactor. 

Oh, that we may learn of Him to know something of 
what is that Divine solicitude with which He desires to 
possess each individual soul. Nor let us for a moment 
think that the joys of that Paradise may be exhausted ; 
they are old and yet ever new, even as the old yet new 
commandment of the old new law of love, (i S. John ii. 

7.8.) 

It is God Incarnate we seek when we enter the Wounds 

of Jesus, but we must not only think of Him as He passed 

along that way of toil and self-sacrifice to the death of the 

Cross, sweet as is that thought, it is the glorified Saviour 

that we must behold, the Risen One Who appeared to 

S. Mary Magdalen when He said, " Touch Me not ;" the 

Ascended One Who showed Himself to S. Stephen and 

to S. Paul at the right hand of God. 

Yes, as we enter by the way of death to life we shall 
learn to behold " His glory, the glory as of the Only- 
begotten of the Father." (S. John i. 14.) 

Oh, what hints of His tender love doth He not vouch- 
safe ! How doth He fulfil that which by His Prophet 
He declares, that He may win us to recognise His care for 
those who desire to know the individualising love of God ! 
" In that day sing ye unto her a vineyard of red wine, I 
the Lord do keep it, I will water it every moment lest 
any hurt it, I wiU keep it night and day." (Isa. xxvii. 2, 3.) 
Surely it is to no gloomy philosophy that we are invited 
when called to meditate upon the office which death is to 
fulfil in our life, for in that Paradise to which we obtain 
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access by dying, is the vineyard wherein the red wine of 
those who are made partakers of the death of their Lord 
is maturing beneath the Sun of His love for that day when 
it shall be borne unto the governor of the Feast at the 
Heavenly Wedding. "I the Lord do keep it lest any 
hurt it, I will keep it." How doth He keep it? By a 
guardian angel caring for each one of His children : " lest 
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day," night first, and 
then day, as " the evening and the morning were the first 
day." We must endure the darkness, enter into the death 
to which we are called, if we would truly know our 
blessedness, but if so, then shall we know, and that abid- 
ingly. Him Who is our Love, our Light, our Joy of ever- 
lasting Life. Yes, for the Lord will keep it to the end, 
and those guardian angels of which He hath said, '* They 
do always behold the Face of My Father Which is in 
Heaven." (S. Matt, xviii. lo.) "I will water it every mo- 
ment ;" He waters it with His Blood, His grace. His tears, 
with tears of joy as He embraces those who hearing His 
Voice in the way of mortification come to Him. "If 
any man will come after Me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily, and follow Me." (S. Luke ix. 23.) 
To such He reveals fruit after fruit, unfolding to them the 
words He spake by Moses and the Prophets, and the new 
law itself, till as the soul is brought by Him more and more 
into this state of holy death, it is most wondrously true of 
her, " Thy words are a lantern unto my feet, and a light 
unto my paths," (Ps. cxix. 105,) gleaming with ever new ma- 
nifestations of Divine wisdom and love ; such an one with 
the Psalmist prays, " I will hearken what the Lord God 
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will say concerning me, for He shall speak peace unto His 
people, and to His saints, that they turn not again." (Ps. 
Ixxxv. 8.) Ah ! His beloved ones can never, never tire of 
listening to the blessed communications of the inexhaustible 
Love of Jesus, God our Saviour ! 

IV. 

And now let us endeavour briefly to consider the ad- 
vancing degrees in the experience of the joys of the interior 
Paradise. But lest thou shouldest, O my soul, in presump- 
tion, either " exercise th)rself in great matters which are too 
high for thee," (Ps. cxxxi. 2,) or in a false humility turn from 
the loving invitation of thy Lord, for a moment contem- 
plate the Lord Jesus saying to the dying robber, "Verily, 
I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 

Let me abase myself before Thee, O my God, by reason 
of my many and very grievous sins against light, and re- 
peated failures to become what Thou wouldest have me to 
be, by reason of my ignorances most sinful in Thy sight, 
because Thou wouldest long since have lightened mine 
eyes that I should cease to sleep in this shadow of death, 
whilst I, alas, have loved this darkness rather than Thyself 
the Light, because my "deeds are evil;" by reason of 
these, and other miseries of my life, I detest myself, and 
know mjrself far more worthy of condemnation than the 
poor robber was even before his prayer to Thee ; have pity, 
for Thy Name is Merciful, Thy patience untold. Thy for- 
bearance most wonderful. Thy love unfathomable, the sweet 
eflicacy of Thy most precious Blood yet availing for the 
chiefest of sinners. Oh, teach me, who am, alas, incapable 
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of one good thing, saving only by a miracle of grace, teach 
me so to die to this world and to my sinful self, that I may 
know the secrets of the Paradise of God. 

Let us then remember that the Paradise in which our 
first parents were placed by God, was a garden in which 
He the Lord God " walked." By what steps He would 
have led them on in the knowledge of Himself we may not 
say, but the anthropomorphic expression which is used is 
very suggestive, He " walked," as inviting them to walk with 
Him^ and He Who is Himself "unmoved all motion's 
source," willed to direct His dear children, that they follow- 
ing the manifestations of His Presence, might find deve- 
loped within them a truer apprehension of Himself. They 
might freely eat " of the trees of the garden," and as they 
ate, they were not thereby hindered from the blessing which 
came of the partaking of the tree of life, but it was God's 
especial will for them that they should eat of that 

And now since there is indeed no Paradise visible to 
human eyes, though Satan who would rob us of the better 
Eden presents many a fictitious Paradise to us, inviting the 
unwary to walk therein in the power of a natural life, let us 
remind ourselves that " To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise," was said to a dying man, and that it is still said 
to dying men, but, as we have already considered, it is not 
needful for any one to leave this world by the last act of 
corporal dying in order to enter upon experiences of this 
Paradise like unto those we have just called to mind ; for 
" I will dwell in them, and walk in them," (2 Cor. vi. 16,) 
is not said of those alone who have gone hence, nor pri- 
marily of them at all. 
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There is a Paradise in which He walks to-day. And if 
thou be, though very imperfectly yet honestly, serving thy 
God, "if Christ be in you the hope of glory," (Col. i. 27,) 
He by His indwelling Presence makes a Paradise of thine 
own heart. Now in that heart of thine there are various 
fruits springing up, the fruits of a regenerate life. He 
Who has formed the garden, and "the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself," (Gen. i. 11,) 
means thee to taste the fruits of the garden, though He 
walks therein, and wills above all that thou shouldest walk 
with Him. Some of these fruits of the garden are such 
interior joys as accompany acts of self-sacrifice, and of self- 
denial, and spring from the practice of any virtue, or from 
the rejection of temptation to any vice. Other fruits are 
those tastes of heavenly things which are experienced in- 
teriorly in the contemplation of the works of God even in 
nature, and much more in grace ; as when in reading the 
life of a Saint any should be moved to admire certain seen 
instances of the beauty of holiness. The Lord God is 
walking in the garden, and He would have thee taste such 
fruits as these, and yet as He walks He would lead thee 
persistently, day by day, to partake immediately of the very 
tree of life, for without its fruit the rest were vain, with- 
out that fruit the life were not that of those whom He 
calls to eat, and live for ever. 

Oh, if the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, found Adam and Eve bereft of the robe of 
innocence, and in very mercy, as well as in His adorable 
justice, put them forth lest they should continue to eat of 
the tree of life, and so live for ever, thanks be to Him 
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that in this interior Paradise He perpetually clothes our 
nakedness, and suffers us yet to eat that we may live, not 
in this dying life, but in that which is to last eternally. 

Yet let us so walk in fear, He breaks not His law, death 
and exclusion is the penalty of sin; spiritual death and 
exclusion from the interior Paradise, as surely as from the 
Paradise of old : the heart of one in mortal sin is no Para- 
dise in which the Bread of Life may be partaken, nor may 
the savour of those other fruits be any longer tasted ; there 
is nought seen or known of any Paradise, for the sole token 
even of its entiy is the bared and flaming sword of a fieiy 
indignation, and if it is thus when any fall from grace, who 
may say how much venial sin may do to deprive us of the 
experience of this Paradise ! Yet we are not without place 
of repentance ; until the Crucified cease to plead His spot- 
less offering of Himself and the Blessed Spirit to convince 
our souls of their transgressions, " A bruised reed shall He 
not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench till He 
send forth judgment unto victory." (S. Matt. xii. 20.) 

Meditate thus upon this present paradise of thine own 
heart ; of the interior fruits which God wills thee to possess 
and to taste ; of Himself walking in that garden, and daily 
leading thee to the very tree of life in the midst thereof. 

V. 

And now, lastly, behold to what He leads: We read of 
Enoch, " that he walked with God, and he was not," for 
that ''God took him," and in that translation of Enoch 
may be recognised a revelation of God*s purposes for His 
own children. Had it been that Adam and Eve had re- 
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mained in innocence and had continued to feed upon the 
Tree of Life, walking with God, those other fruits of the 
garden of which they might freely eat, would have ceased 
to be to them what they had been; of them too as of 
Enoch, it would have been said, " They are not, for God 
hath taken them," and still it is, that the more any walks 
with God he " is not," the more certainly though often im- 
perceptibly to himself, he is being taken into a sphere of 
life in which the fruits even of that interior Paradise of 
which we have thought will not be tasted as in former times. 
None of their true deliciousness will be gone, but the mode 
of its communication was only for a time ; and that gift of 
life eternal, which once was perhaps unconsciously yet really 
prized chiefly because it secured, apparently, the eternal 
fruition of some pure but true joys, shall be rejoiced in for 
its own sake ; rather, we should say, He shall be rejoiced 
in, Who hath said, " I am the Life," even Jesus. 

Such a life is akin to that of the holy angels ; but it does 
not imply being incapable of ministry to men, for the angels 
appeared at times and sat at meat with faithful Abraham, but 
nevertheless none may expect any such to " tarry ^^ for they 
" are not," God hath taken them. 

Yes, to such a life He would lead thee^ in the foretastes 
of a truer Paradise to which thou art even now admitted. 

The Paradise is still a garden, still in it there are fruits 
of which the faithful soul is to partake but not to taste their 
vaiying delicacies as though in them was to be found 
the joyous refreshment of thy life (a life albeit substan- 
tially sustained by another feeding), but rather it is His 
will that those who have been delighted by the heavenly 
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sweetness of the fruits of Paradise should above all seek 
to know Jesus apart from every subordinate manifestation 
of Himself, that they should learn to rest in no lower mode 
of life. 

Ah ! as we have sought Him thus as the very Tree of 
Life we may at times have been without the same expe- 
riences of well-nigh sensible joy as those which accompanied 
the partaking of the other fruits of the garden ; but we are 
to learn that the only reason why this was our manner of 
life was because we could not yet apprehend Jesus as He 
really ever was ; and that He had lured us to Himself by 
touching with the sweetness of His own dear lips the fruits 
among which He suffered us to walk, to walk with Him 
and yet to taste those fruits until the whole garden should 
be seen to be but one exuberant flowering of the Sacred 
Name, that Name which is "as ointment poured forth," 
(Cant. i. 3,) until we should know in each ripe fruit pen- 
dant from the trees in the garden of the Lord, some dear 
guerdon of His precious Blood-shedding, even of "the 
drops which water the earth." (Ps. Ixxii. 6.) 

Oh, what a Paradise is this where we may see, and may 
be seen ! and which thou of His pity mayest hope increas- 
ingly to know. Once the honey from the rod of Jonathan 
lightened his eyes, — he who after was knit to David's soul 
as they were one. And what is the taste of that sweetness 
when even here the true David puts (orth that Holy Rood, 
and bids us taste, spite of the curse of Saul ? Yes, here — 

" Oh, sweeter than the honey far 
The glimpses of His presence are," 

" sweeter than honey and the honeycomb" His words ! 
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So in this paradise of thy soul, in which He dwells and 
walks, those touches of sweetness, those varied fruits, one 
here, one there, how will they all be seen to be what they 
really are, ripened by the sunshine of the Love of Jesus ; 
not other than His very own, not disregarded because thoii 
too art thyself the fruit of His dear Love, but more than 
ever delightsome to thee now thou canst more truly know 
thy Lord Jesus revealed in His Saints ; Jesus Himself in 
the joys of thy self-surrenders, now no longer painful in the 
same way as once, for that there is that joy which maketh 
strong to bear the sufferings which He permits to touch 
thee who art the child of Jesus, the Victim once reigning 
from the tree. 

Ah, adorable Lord, how strange, how fair a Paradise is 
this which is on earth, and yet is not on earth, which no 
earthly eye may see, and wherein are spoken words inaudible 
to earthly ears, and through which breathes the breath of 
the Lord until "the trees of the wood" rejoice before 
Him. (Ps. xcvi. 12.) "Oh, Thou Key of David, and 
Sceptre of the house of Israel, Thou that openest, and 
no man shutteth, and shuttest and no man openeth ; come, 
and loose the prisoner from the prison-house, and him 
that sitteth in darkness from the shadow of death.'* (Great 
Antiphon to Magnificat for Dec. 19.) Help us, O adorable 
Lord, enabling our wills that we may open to Thee, and 
enter Thou in, that the wilderness recesses of our hearts 
may be won back to Thee, and our whole souls become 
one Paradise of God, the garden of the Lord. Oh, secret 
of the Lord which is with the just ! Oh, unassailable hid- 
ing-place! oh, pleasaunce sheltered in the clefts of the 
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Rock ! herein mayest Thou, most venerable, yet most dear 
Lord Jesus, Divine yet Very Man, meet us who are full of 
very misery, and emptiness, and woe, and bitterness apart 
from Thee, — but " in Thee" blessed beyond belief of any 
but those to whom Thou hast given the great virtue of 
faith ; blessed so that no sorrow can take away our joy, no 
storms destroy our peace, for sorrows and storms are falling 
on our hearts, and on the natural life, but that most hidden 
and interior place of Thy coming is secured against assault, 
fenced in by Thy holy angel guards, and being veiled from 
the glare of this world's light is shut in to the glory of Thine 
own bright shining. 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION III. 

" There is treasure to be desired, and oil, in the dwelling of the 
wise." — Prov. xxi. 20. 



Hh In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE ESSENTIAL LIFE OF THE SOUL IN RELA- 
TION TO THE DIVINE REVELATIONS. 

Contemplate Almighty God in His love towards us, de- 
siring to draw us into such conformity to Himself that we 
may be with Him " one Spirit." 

> 

Almighty God, unto Whom all hearts be open, all desires 
known, and from Whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthily mag- 
nify Thy holy Name ; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 
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We have considered the life of the Religious, as it is 
markedly one of temptation — temptation pointing out the 
need of mortification, a mortification to be practised by those 
who are sustained by the encouragements which Jesus af- 
fords to those who follow Him, " Who for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame," 
(Heb. xii. 2,) and, having previously considered the way of 
holy poverty as it conducts the soul to the experiences of the 
true Rehoboth in the knowledge of the largeness and riches of 
the Divine Love, we thought next of His dealings with those 
who die to this world, in the mystical paradise of the soul. 

Let us now consider that to which we are naturally led 
by our previous reflections, " the relation of the essential 
life of the soul to the Divine Revelations." 

I. 

As we endeavour to live a mortified life, we may expect 
to experience the eflfect of grace in the progress of a two- 
fold work. And first there will be a real dying of the old 
nature within us. This is not less real because at times 
there may come assaults of temptation which can only be 
such because of the presence in us of that upon which evil 
can operate ; for although, as we have already considered, 
it is one office of temptation to point to that in us which 
needs to be subdued to the spirit, we are not to suppose 
that habitual mortification will at all necessarily remove 
from us temptation of this or that kind. The force or the 
persistence of a temptation is by no means an indication 
of the presence of peculiar corruption, e.g., to be strongly 
tempted in matters of food does not argue a peculiarly sen- 
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sual habit of life, although it does show that even in those 
who are living faithfully, there remains and will remain 
until the death of the body is accomplished a tendency to 
what is inordinate, a tendency which Satan is often per- 
mitted to act upon and by which he is able to inflict upon 
us grievous trials. Nor does the violence of forms of temp- 
tation which assail our spiritual nature argue a peculiarly 
undisciplined habit of life, although just as those last named 
painfully declare that the tempted one is still in the body, 
and therefore subject to temptations arising from the inordi- 
nate desires of our physical nature, so in this case we are 
reminded that he is not freed from the burden of the flesh 
in the wider sense of the word, " the flesh which lusteth 
against the spirit," for example, movements of our spirit 
prompting us to resentment would not necessarily indicate 
a habit of unsubdued pride or self-love. 

Such temptations are suffered to assail those who are 
given up to God in order that they may be kept humble, 
and they need never discourage. They may at times be 
mercifully intended to mask from him who is passing 
through them that very real victory over the old nature 
which is nevertheless progressing and pressing on to its final 
accomplishment, until it may be that going out of the world 
amidst overwhelming temptations the soul enters into Para- 
dise, and in grateful wonder wakes to find out, and marvels 
to see, how little there remains to be done to fit her for the 
vision of her God. Yes, this advance is really going on 
though the tempted one may seem just now to be more 
than ever aware of how much power sinful inclinations have 
to vex him; as the soul perseveres in her strife there is 

K 
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growing upon her more and more the habit of resistance to 
sin, and there is therewith forming also that most important 
habit of suffering temptation as any other pain without 
being thereby cast into confusion of soul or perplexity tend- 
ing to distrust 

The will is becoming increasingly free, whatever be the 
suffering, and the presence of temptation does not now as 
it did in times past cramp the soul and restrain her from 
experiencing the blessing of the well Rehoboth. In very 
truth the old nature is dying away from its hold upon the 
will, and this is, in brief, one part of the twofold work of 
Grace of which we spoke. 

11. 

And what is the other side? It is that there is progress- 
ing pari passu an advance in the knowledge of Divine 
things, of those things of the Spirit of God of which we 
read " that the natural man receiveth them not, for they are 
foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." (i Cor. ii. 14.) As the true 
life holds itself apart from the bent of the flesh, which is 
the interior cause of its corruption, " the things which are 
freely given to us of God" become the constant and absorb- 
ing interest of the soul, and solid advance is made towards 
that unhindered consciousness of the Divine love which 
can only be attained in proportion to the reality of the 
severance of the will from all which is not of God in us. 
Yes, this is the condition : is it not wonderful that we are 
so slow to embrace it when the reward is thus wondrously 
disproportioned to the sacrifice? Now as this simplicity of 
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conscious reception of the communications which God 
lovingly invites us to experience is being entered upon, 
there must of necessity be developed in the soul a series of 
interior phenomena which have at length nothing m common 
with those which signify the presence of the natural life, 
and have little in common with much that is accepted as 
Christian life ; for sad indeed is it to know how the love of 
Jesus is rejected by the souls called to a wondrous union 
with Himself. We may not judge one another, let us at 
least learn the plague of our own heart that it may be 
healed. 

Consider, then, that the removal of wilful sin of every 
kind is like the taking away of defilement from some sub- 
stance thereafter to be moulded to that beauty of form 
which the fabricator has designed that it should assume, 
the continued presence of wilful sin is in itself a bar to that 
further process; it belongs to the a b c of our spiritual 
training that that should be removed — that thus the soul 
may be conducted through the further developments of the 
purpose of the Almighty Fashioner of the hearts of men ; 
and as the increasing recognition of movements of per- 
versity in our will is granted to us by the Holy Ghost, we 
are indeed sedulously to co-operate with Grace by the with- 
drawal of our will from that form of evil to which it was 
tending, but we are nevertheless not to regard the removal 
of sin as the alone work which is being done ; we are to 
look upon it as a most needful and essential condition of 
what is to follow, but we are not to think of it as a final 
result. We are to keep in view that as the life is detached 
from whatever has restrained the influx of Divine Grace, it 
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is to become in an increasing plenitude of satisfaction '^ M- 
filled with Grace and heavenly benediction.'' 

Now if we observe the advancing sensitiveness to sin 
which leads holy men to bewail themselves before God 
sometimes in what might almost seem exaggerated language, 
we shall find that that of which they are conscious tends 
more and more to elude expression. Think, for example, 
of what the commandment, *' Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour/' means to some, and of what 
it means to others nearer God, and then what it may mean 
to a saint : perhaps we can hardly even conjecture the 
character of the offence of which he is conscious so deeply 
when he bewails himself before his God as having broken 
the holy law of love to his brethren. 

And if this increasing delicacy of operation is seen in the 
case of the cleansing from every form of wilful sin, it is the 
same with the parallel developments which we have named, 
the experience of the interior life lived out in the blessed 
consciousness of the Presence of God, and in the recogni- 
tion of His love, is tending more and more to escape fix)m 
the region of what may be dealt with in words. 

The Apostle and beloved disciple S. John when taken up 
into Heaven beheld some things which he was bidden to 
write, "Write the things which thou hast seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter," 
(Rev. i. 19,) but there were other mysteries of which it was 
said, " Write them not," (Rev. x. 4,) whilst the Apostle S. 
Paul speaks of things which " it is not lawful for a man to 
utter," (2 Cor. xii. 4,) and throughout the history of God's 
dealings with His own people this has been seen — ^type, and 



Med. III.] THE WISDOM OF GOD, 133 

all^oiy, and parable have all been fully employed, the 
imageiy which material creation, the heavens and the earth, 
can supply ; yet all falls short, all £sdls to provide a language 
which may fully speak the truth of things '' unspeakable," 
the growing perception of heavenly communications of such 
a nature as that at length no figure can even darkly declare 
the blessed reality. 

Some signs there are, which whether they be set before 
us in Holy Scripture by Divine authority, or presented to us 
in the devout writings of holy men, may help to convey to 
the soul perceptions of the nature of the things of God, if 
we are prepared to receive them. The sacred imagery of 
the inspired writers of the Psalms, the Canticles, and the 
prophecies of the Old Testament ; the parables of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the allegorical language employed by His 
Apostles ; the Divine Vision of the Apocal5rpse ; such 
imagery as that employed by the pseudo Dionysius in de> 
scribing the threefold way of prayer ; or by S. John of the 
Cross in setting forth the way of the Contemplation of God 
apart from discm^ive or particular thought ;i S. Theresa's 

^ It may be of service to some to quote this very beautiful and in- 
structive passage at length : '* The following comparison will make this 
more intelligible. When the rays of the sun penetrate through a crevice 
into a dark room, the atmosphere of which is full of atoms and par- 
ticles of dust, they are then more palpable, and more visible to the eye ; 
and yet those rays are then less pure, simple, and perfect, because 
mixed up with so much impurity : also when they are most pure and 
most free from dust, the less are they cognisable by the material eye ; 
and the more pure they are, the less are they seen and apprehended. 
If, again, these rays are altogether pure, clear of every atom, and of 
the minutest particle of dust, they would be utterly invisible, by reason 
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teaching of the way of prayer under the image of a gardener 
who laboriously waters his garden until one day his toil ends 
for a time as the gentle rain descends from above ; these, and 
such images as these, may often enable us to apprehend 
Divine truths, and we are not to despise the use of mystical 
language since God Himself has employed it. Yet are these 
signs but like the smile which encourages one who is com- 
peting for the prize in some arduous feat of strength, — they 
are not the prize, nor do they really declare it, they only 
suggest to those who have ears to hear some faint anti- 
cipations of what they are to desire and seek, until 
they be one day "rewarded with His saints in glory 
everlasting." 

Yes, these signs are as beautiful clouds about the rising 
sun, very fair to see, and tempering the brightness of his 
rays to our eyesight, but it is as the time comes for them to 
vanish, and not till then, that the Sun Himself is seen in 

of the absence of all objects whereon the eye could rest ; for pure and 
simple light is not properly the object of vision, but the means whereby 
we discern visible things ; and so, if there be no visible objects present 
to reflect the light, nothing can be seen. Hence, then, a ray of light 
entering in by one crevice and going out by another, imaffected by 
any material object, cannot be seen ; and yet that ray is more pure and 
clear than when it is most distinctly seen, through being mixed up with 
visible objects. Such are the conditions of the spiritual light with 
regard to the eye of the soul, which is the intellect, against which this 
knowledge and supernatural light strikes so purely and so plainly. So 
clear is it of all intelligible forms, which are the adequate objects of the 
intellect, that the intellect is not conscious of its presence." — (See 
"Ascent of Mount Carmel," Book ii. Chap. xiv. Dr. David Lewis's 
translation from the original Spanish.) 
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heavenly radiance, prevenient of the dawning of the perfect 
day. 

III. 

Consider, then, the work of grace as directed to the bring- 
ing of the essential life of the soul into abiding converse 
with the Divine life, and that this need not be hindered by 
any temptations, that its progress is to be coincident with 
the cleansing of the soul from sin, and that that progress 
must carry the life into regions hitherto inaccessible to it, 
and to experiences of God ineffable indeed, but more real 
than aught that human words may tell. And in this pro- 
gress of the work of Grace our Lord Jesus Christ from 
time to time leads us onward by renewing to us the assur- 
ance once made to His Apostles, " It is expedient for you 
that I go away." (S. John xvi. 7.) It was then expedient 
because His going away was the condition upon which the 
coming of the Paraclete depended, and upon that coming 
depended His Own far nearer Presence, His Own more 
intimate communion with them in the bond of the Holy 
Ghost, Who dwelt already with the Apostles, but was so 
soon to be in them. 

True it is that by regeneration we are bom anew " of water 
and of the Spirit," (S. John iii. 5,) and that we are to seek 
no new beginning, but it is quite certain that we must not 
rest in what we know of the life with God, and it is in order 
that this may not be a snare to us, that not for long will our 
Blessed Lord and Master suffer us to continue in those 
joys which some fresh unfolding of the Divine mind to us 
has imparted. He appears to go away, but it is only that 



136 CONSIDERATIONS OH [Third Day. 

we may await some larger measure of the power of the 
Holy Ghost, whereby He may become more than ever as 
our own ; and that laiger measure will be won as our waiting 
is a waiting of desire and of expectancy. Yes, indeed, the truth 
of the Divine declaration is to be actually experienced even 
here. There are forms of the knowledge of God which, when 
granted to any, soon elude the soul's grasp ; the foretaste of 
unearthly joys in their deepest reality swiftly passes from us, 
but it is not for ever \ we are to learn more and more in prayer 
how to retain continually the blessing which He has left be- 
hind Him, Who so shows Himself as He passes by to be in- 
deed '* the Lord God merciful and gracious." (Exod. xxxiv. 
6.) S. Paul's saying, " If we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet henceforth know we Him no more," (2 Cor. v. 16,) 
has been perverted to the furtherance of a false mysticism, dis- 
honouring to the love of God the Word, Who hath assumed 
to Himself our nature never to lay it aside, but we are 
indeed, as our fleshly nature is purified, to be enabled to 
behold Him, no more as we now do, but more and more as 
He t's. For let us be assured that we have not known as yet 
a thousandth part of all the love of God Incarnate. 

It is with us as with the queen of Sheba ; she had heard 
of the glory of Solomon and of his wisdom, but when she 
saw his riches, and herself hearkened to the utterances of his 
wisdom, she exclaimed, " Behold, the half was not told me." 
(i Kings X. I — 9.) Now, " Behold, a greater than Solomon 
is here." (S. Matt. xii. 42.) And as there was nothing 
which the wisest of men did not show to her who came 
from the utmost parts of the earth to hear his wisdom, 
so, too, there is nothing that our Lord will not show us. 
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He will bid us to ascend with Him by that ascent by 
which He, the true Solomon, leadeth up His own into the 
House of the Lord, that is, by the way of His sacred 
Humanity, which is in Hypostatic union with the Person 
of Himself, the Eternal Word. The heavenly life is indeed 
truly the same in its development as in its beginning, but 
so is the life of a new-bom babe the same essentially as that of 
a grown man or woman ; a child clings to its father or mother 
in love, but how little it knows of the mind of its &ther or 
mother, or of the nature of their love ! Yet it is enough 
that it knows itself to be their beloved one. 

So again with us \ it is enough to know indeed that He 
loved us, and became incarnate and died for us, but what 
that Divine love is in all its wondrous depth and closeness 
of embrace we shall, please God, learn by degrees, and as 
we learn we shall be conformed to the image of the love of 
God, to the likeness of " the Son of His love." 

The little child imitates his father, as he thinks him to be, 
— ^and his childish imitation is pleasing to his parents, — ^but 
it is, as the Apostle says, by inspiration ; " When I was a 
child I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child, but when I became a man I put away childish 
things : for now we see through a glass darkly ; but then face 
to face : now I know in part ; but then shall I know even as 
I am known." (i Cor. xiii. 11, 12.) 

Oh, gracious purpose of Almighty God ! Surely " Thou 
shalt show us wonderful things in Thy righteousness, O God 
of our Salvation ; Thou that art the Hope of all the ends of 
the earth, and of them that remain in the broad sea." (Ps. 
bcv. s.) 
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Let as indeed approach the contemplation of His love in 
the spirit of hunuUtjr, ''for though the Lord be high, yet 
hath He respect unto the lowly : as for the proud He be- 
holdeth them afiur off," (Ps. czzxviiL 6,) but take we heed 
that we seek to grow in that true humility which does not 
refuse the gifb of God's love. Let us remember Ahaz, who 
refused to ask a sign when bidden to do so, (Isa. viL lo — 
13,) and Joash, who smote but thrice and stayed, and was 
rebuked by EUsha, (2 Kings xiiL 18, 19.) It is the mock 
humility of self-consciousness which keeps us back from that 
to which God calls us. 

God took day and made man, He breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life and man became a living souL And so 
again He took us, bom in sin, and made us to be His chil- 
dren by adoption and grace. And now, what willeth He to 
accomplish in us? O wonder of His mercy, miracle of 
love, what but this ? that we so '^ cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God," (2 Cor. vii i ;) that those things which CjOD 
hath revealed to His faithful ones we may not fail to know, 
for " we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that we might know the things which 
are freely given to us of God." (i Cor. ii. 12.) 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION I. 

'* I am the Door, by Me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and 
he shall go in and out and find pasture. ''^S. John x. 9. 



"^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AS THE WAY OF 
ACCESS TO ALL HEAVENLY WISDOM. 

Contemplate our Lord Jesus Christ as S. John beheld 
Him in the Apocalypse. 

'^ I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of 
death." (Rev. i. 18.) 

'' Who hath the key of David, that openeth, and no man 
shutteth ; and shutteth, and no man openeth." Who said 
to the Church in Philadelphia, '' Behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man can shut it, for thou hast a 
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little strength, and hast kept My Word, and hast not denied 
My Name." (Rev. iii. 7, 8.) 

O Pitiful and most Holy Jesu, Son of Mary, Son of God, 
Key of the mysteries of the Unseen World and Door into 
the heavenly dwelling; mercifully restrain our wanderings 
and gently conduct us by Thyself, the Way, unto Thyself, 
the Everlasting Life, Who, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, art One God, world without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

In previous meditations we have thought of God's deal- 
ings with those questioning souls who, looking out upon the 
various phenomena that are presented to their observation, 
find themselves perplexed by problems which baffle their 
understanding, or at times even offend their moral sense ; 
we have considered what God's answer to our questionings 
is and what it is not ; we have seen that God's way of an- 
swering the difficulty is not by explaining those things which 
so perplex us by an argumentative elucidation, but that the 
• answer He returns is found in the presentation of Himself, 
that it is thus in the presentation of a Person confronting 
and embracing the personal life of the inquirer that God 
affords that answer which of His pity He enables us. His 
creatures, in a measure, already to apprehend, that that an- 
swer is afforded to us in the Person of Jesus Christ, for it 
is He Who cometh before us as " the Only-begotten Son 
Which is in the bosom of the Father," and Who hath de- 
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Glared to man that Father with Whom He is " of One Sub- 
stance/' (S. John i. 18; X. 30.) It seems, indeed, to have 
been none other than He Who, of old time, showed Himself 
to Abraham at the tent door, and Who spake to him on 
Moriah; Who, "as all Christian antiquity believed,"^ ap- 
peared to Moses in the bush ; Who showed Himself as the 
Captain of the Lord's Host to Joshua \ and it was by Him 
that God led up and delivered His covenanted people, as 
" in all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of 
His Presence saved them." (Isa. Ixiii. 9.) 

Thus, even under the elder dispensations did the Father 
manifest Himself by His well-beloved Son, and that at times 
in previsions of the Incarnation, which are indeed most 
mysterious, since they preceded the time of " the taking of 
the manhood into God," but which were, nevertheless, cer- 
tainly vouchsafed. It is then in God the Son, of old time 
declared in secret mysteries, and afterwards manifested in 
the mystery of His Holy Incarnation, that we have afforded 
to us the true answer to our searchings after Wisdom. 

And " when the fulness of the time was come," (Gal. iv. 
4,) and our Lord Jesus Christ presented Himself before 
us as true Man, it was as a teacher, speaking with authority. 
Whose ethical instructions, admittedly of the sublimest ex- 
cellence, were emphasised by the example of a life of utter 
purity. Who was able to say before His enemies, " Which of 
you convinceth Me of sin ?" (S. John viii. 46.) Whilst too 
"He went about doing good," ever ministering with ten- 
derest compassion both to the souls and bodies of men, 

1 See Bishop Wordsworth's Commentary on Josh. v. 13 ; see too on 
Gen. xviii. 2 ; xxii. 1 1 ; and Exod. iii 2, for patristic references. 
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His benevolence was unmarred by any condoning of evil, 
against which He was always at openly declared war. Nor 
was He less wonderful in the fleckless impartiality of His 
conduct, in that simplicity in which He regarded "not the 
person of men." (S. Matt. xxii. i6.) Thus, then, did Jesus 
Christ live amongst His countrymen, claiming the while to 
be, what He ever was, the Son of God, and presenting 
Himself as the One through Whom alone could any attain 
to God, for He averred that '^ no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me." He claimed to be One with His 
Father, and asserted that "he that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father." (S. John x. 30 ; xiv. 6, 9.) Such a one 
could not but attract the attention of those around Him, — 
the devout attention of good men, the hatred of the hypo- 
crite, — since, as well by the holiness of His life as by the 
stupendous nature of His claim, He of necessity either 
repelled or drew men to Himself. That life was altogether 
too prodigious a manifestation to be passed over ; His was 
a claim not to be lightly set aside by any who would stand 
acquitted of the charge of frivolity; none who had seen 
and heard Him could ever be as though they had not seen 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Consider, then, how this manifestation of Jesus Christ 
in all the fulness of that Incarnate life, in all the beauty of 
its holiness, in all the tenderness of its benevolence, un- 
stained by the condoning of any sin, and accompanied, as it 
was, by His claim to be God, — is mercifully proposed to us 
as the answer to those questions which in varied forms per- 
plex us. He spake, it is true, with authority, and His dic- 
tates are to be to us conclusive; but remember that the 
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Master Who so spake did so with full experience of those 
things which in their various elements combine to trouble 
us ; it was not that He, as man, knew not, He knew them 
alL Was He then without compassion? Nay, He knew 
and He compassionated, and yet He Whose claims to be 
heard as a Teacher are so unrivalled ever set us an example 
of unfaltering trust in God, an example of which at times 
we greatly need to be reminded. 

Knowing the Fatherhood of God, and knowing too all 
the problems of the wide world around Him, Jesus Christ 
looked up to that Father with an unfaltering trust. Yet 
He knew, as none other ever knew, the bitterness of this 
world's sorrows, for He bore upon His heart the woes of 
poor suffering humanity as none of us, however wide and 
deep his knowledge and love, can know and bear them. 
We are indeed called to share the sufferings of our brethren, 
" bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ," (Gal. vi. 2,) but none of us can ever feel them as 
He did. None of His Saints, not even she, His blessed 
Mother, whose heart was pierced with that sword of which 
Simeon spake, knew and loved as Jesus Christ knew and 
loved. In the heart of Jesus Christ was concentrated every 
tender sympathy, and the sorrows of all time were spread 
out before Him. He saw all the sins that ever had been or 
ever would be committed, all the cruel wrongs, all the 
shames and anguish of our hearts. 

Could we see even the sins which will be wrought ere the 
sun shall set upon this new day vouchsafed to us by a God 
whose mercies are " new every morning," our minds would 
be maddened, our hearts would sink into inanition at the 
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horrible revelation, but God mercifully hides much fix>m as. 
Jesus knew it all, suffered it all, He Who '' hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows," (Isa. liii. 4,) and in it all '' He 
trusted in God," He whose human soul was illuminated with 
a Heavenly Wisdom as well as wounded by the anguish of 
an infinite compassion. 

His will as man ever accepted perfectly the will of God 
throughout His human life ; accepting all suffering, He was 
" obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross," (Phil. iL 
8,) and of Him as He agonised thereon it was said, '^ He 
trusted in God." (S. Matt xxvii. 43.) Yes, He trusted in God 
that He would deliver both Him and the children whom He 
had given Him. (Heb. ii. 13.) The Father's name was ever 
on His lips. Forty times during the discourse at the last 
supper Jesus speaks the name of His Father. It is found 
in the first recorded words of our Blessed' Lord, and in the 
hour of His Crucifixion in the first and last of His seven words, 
for an abiding devotion to the Father's glory was indeed 
the Passion of the Sacred Heart, and it should be our one 
great aim to bring ourselves to this attitude; to that namely 
of a child looking to his &ther. It is not easy to attain the 
childlike spirit if we have lost it, but the holy example of 
Jesus is to be our pattern, and He has told us that unless 
we become like littie children, we " shall not enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven." (S. Matt, xviii. 3.) 

Herein faith and opinion differ, for holy faith surrenders 
itself to a Person, and so attains to that which does not 
contradict, but is beyond reason, — whilst opinion is not 
more than the fiuit of a balancing of various considerations 
leading to conclusions more or less tenaciously held, but 
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not impljdng in the one who holds them any loyalty to a 
person or acceptance of His sovereignty. 

Thank God, we have by feith seen and believed the 
necessity of coming to our Heavenly Father through 
Jesus Christ His Incamaie Son; the truth is familiar to 
us as our alphabet, yet we have need to recognise it with 
growing intensity both in order that we may escape the 
overthrow of doubt, and also that as we endeavour to enter 
into the experiences of the interior Paradise in search for 
the hidden treasures of the kingdom, we wander not from 
the way, and find hereafter that we have need to retrace our 
steps, for He has said, '' upon this Rock," the Rock of His 
own Incarnate Life, He, " the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God," will build His Church. (S. Matt xvi 18.) Once relax 
our grasp of this fundamental verity, and we lose ourselves 
in a mere enthusiasm. 

IL 

And now I would ask you to pass on to consider how the 
Sacred Humanity of Jesus Christ is to be the continual^ 
the abiding, way of access to the Divine Wisdom. We are 
called to the " acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of 
the Father, and of Christ." (Col. ii 2.) " I am the Door." 
It is by that Door that we are to find access to God. It is 
as we are one with the true Body of Christ, with that Body 
which suffered on the Cross, and is now enthroned at the 
right Hand of the Majesty on High, that we can know the 
wisdom of God. But remember it is not the Body as we 
saw it in the Gospel narrative, it is not the Humanity as we 
have seen it on earth. It is the very same, but under 

L 
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changed conditions. When in the Divine Liturgy we say, 
" Lift up your hearts," it is not a vain cry ; when He gives 
Himself in the Blessed Sacrament, as we yield ourselves to 
Him, He lifts us up into Heavenly places. That which He 
gives to us is that Body once given for us in death, but 
which now lives for ever. '^ I am He that liveth and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore." (Rev. i. i8.) 
It is the once suffering but now glorified manhood, per- 
fected through suffering ; He has preceded us through the 
grave and gate of death, and now reaches down His blessed 
Hand and lifts us across the chasm that we may come to Him. 

Remember then, I beseech you, that it is in union and 
in (Company with Jesus glorified that you are to traverse 
each mystery of His life on earth. Remember as you con- 
template the Child Who lay in Mary's lap ; the Boy Who 
was presented in the Temple ; that Young Man waiting to 
receive the Baptismal flood \ the One Who taught in the 
Temple; Who laboured, suffered, and died; that under 
that Form of weakness and of suffering there was ever present 
the Eternal God. On the Holy Mount the chosen disci- 
ples " beheld His glory," as for a moment He raised the 
veil which hid from their eyes that glory which was ever 
His, and we ourselves are to behold it in each mystery of 
His sacred life and Passion in the power of that ascended 
life in which His triumph is now perfected. 

What a communion with Jesus is this ! to trace Him 
through all the mysteries of His love to us in the power of 
this wisdom ; this holy wisdom which can only come through 
a participation in His risen and ascended life, — that wisdom 
which floods the heart of the faithful communicant. So let us 
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come in the joy of the brightness of this communicated wis- 
dom ; and as we do so we shall find that the light is waxing 
clearer and clearer, that the darkness of Calvary is the dark- 
ness overshadowing One Who once died, but now liveth for 
ever ; and the grave and entombment are luminous with the 
brightness of His already ascended life. 

Yes, we are to be with Him through each mystery, in " the 
acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Christ." (Col. ii. 2.) It is to this that in that pas- 
sage, to which we referred in our last meditation, S. Paul, 
taught by the Spirit of God, led the Corinthian Chris- 
tians, (2 Cor. V. 16 ;) to this the same Spirit leads us to-day. 

We cannot have the least idea of what this wisdom of 
Gk)D is unless we learn it through the glorified humanity of 
Him Who leads us to Himself. And this too is the way of 
God's teaching in our lives. How unlikely it seemed when 
men looked on Jesus in His temptations and sufferings, 
that there was veiled beneath that stricken Form the glory 
of God, a glory soon, yea, very soon, to shine forth. 
Ah ! when they spit 'upon the Sacred Face, with what re- 
newed and horrible blasphemy would they have assailed 
Him, had one told those poor blind men that the glory of 
that Countenance should some forty days hence inspire the 
myriad heavenly hosts with new songs of never ending 
praise ; that He Whom now in bitter hate they smote upon 
the Face, in some fifty days should firom the right hand of 
the Majesty on High, far above all Heaven, shed down the 
fiery Baptism of God the Holy Ghost, and smite with 
potent love great multitudes. And so when we look at God's 
Church now, and upon each of her &ithfiil children, let us 
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remember that the glory is underneath all this reproach; 
that underneath infirmity and shame there is indeed the 
brightness of an indwelling God. ''For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first-bom among 
many brethren." (Rom. viii. 29.) 

m. 

But let us consider further this gracious announcement 
of our Divine Redeemer, " I am the Door ; by Me if any 
man enter in he shall be saved, and shaU go in and out, 
and shall find pasture." "In and out," — that is to say, 
shall have fi'eedom of holy access to the Divine Son, not 
that we are to enter in and then leave Him ; He is both 
the Key of David, and the Door to the Heavenly Dwelling, 
and He invites us to enter by that Door into the Life of 
God ; to relinquish all our vain reachings out into emptinesSy 
that by the way of His glorified Manhood we may attain to 
know Him Whom truly to know is everlasting life. But 
would we enter in, we must stoop the head, the Door 
seems lowly to the pride of an unchastened intellect ; but 
the intelligence bowed to the acknowledgment of the finite 
nature of its capacities, and in the obedience of faith shall 
be more and more uplifted by a most gracious God, that it 
may stand erect before Him in the dignity of a nature 
redeemed by Him from the overthrow of pride, and adorned 
by Him with the gift of a supernatural wisdom. 

' Yes, we must all come in by that one Door, — by this way 
the learned and the unlearned alike must come. Never let 
us dream of any other way of access, never fail with con- 
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trite love earnestly to seek the way of access to all heavenly 
wisdom. Here is mercy and protection for those harassed 
by doubts and fears ; here blessing for those so tempted, 
for ^' blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when 
he is tried he shall receive the crown of life which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love Him." (S. James i. 12.) 
Oh, indeed God does not give us one gift of reason that it 
may be dormant and uncultivated ; He permits temptations 
to assail us, not that we may be overwhelmed, but that exer- 
cised therein we may bring ourselves in our every faculty 
into an ordered subordination to Himself, and may be 
enabled to subserve the furtherance of His eternal praise 
and glory. 

So let us cry to Jesus more and more ; do not say, I 
knocked when I was a child years and years ago ; when I 
was a little child ; when I was confirmed ; when I was pro- 
fessed; God be praised if that be true, and thou hast 
entered in, but nevertheless do thou continue to knock at 
the door, even to the end. Think of Jesus Christ as 
the door ever ready to open afresh, — He bids us knock, 
and proclaims that whosoever will enter in shall be saved 
and shall go in and out and find pasture. It is not 
enough that we knock once, but we must continue to seek 
admittance, and as we knock again the door opens and we 
enter in, and the brightness within is so great we wonder 
that we have tarried so long : but soon perhaps that bright- 
ness seems less than it was ; why is this ? It is not that 
He beholds us with love less tender, it is because, although 
we have entered in, the door still seems before us, and it 
is before us in order that we may knock again, — ^and thus 
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our course is as a way through some wondrous suite of 
apartments in a royal palace; some bright and some in- 
volved in darkness, and yet to attain the King's chamber 
we must traverse all. We are being called on, now into 
the light to behold and to admire the sumptuousness of the 
appointments and glories of some fair apartment ; and now 
to a darkened room, and do we fear to enter therein, and 
tread uncertainly as we obey the call? Yet as we grope 
our way and reach forth to feel what is before us, we shall 
find our hand clasped by the Hand of One "mighty to 
save" and faithful to guide to the fulfilment of His wondrous 
promises. Yes; we shall perhaps many times experience 
successively a brightness — ^and then again the fading of the 
light, and the gathering gloom; until we stand one day 
before something which seems to stay our further progress. 
O, what is this ? it is the veil of our flesh, through which in 
the act of corporal dying we must pass. The Voice calls us 
on, and delivered firom the burden of the flesh the spirit 
passes hence, and there is before us only " The Veil, that is 
to say. His Flesh," (Heb. x. 20,) and hereafter, when we are 
ready, the Door shall open for the last time, and as through 
that Veil the Godhead shines revealed in open Vision, the 
children shall enter in " whither the Forerunner is for us 
entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec." (Heb. vL 20.) 

Thus shall we find Him the everlasting portion of His 
people ; we shall find that He the Incarnate One draws us on 
to know Him better as He is and is so continually preparing 
us for the day of the undimmed revelation of the Triune God. 
Then shall His redeemed see in the open vision of the 
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Almighty the wonders of the Divine love, the merqr which 
has ever tempered the Divine justice in His dealings with 
all His creatures ; and shall know that He in Whom we 
have believed, Whom having not seen we love, (i S. Pet. i. 8,) 
hath reserved for us this blessing of which the Holy Apostle 
hath declared, '^ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that 
when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is." (i S. John iii. 2.) 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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Efie iFourti) Bag. 

MEDITATION 11. 

<< Thou gavest also Thy good Spirit to instruct them, and withheldest 
not Thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their 
thirst"— Neh. ix. 2a 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY GHOST IN RE- 
SPECT OF THE COMMUNICATIONS OF THE 
WISDOM OF GOD. 

Contemplate the Ever-blessed Paraclete, the Promise of 
the Father, descending in the likeness of Fiery Tongues 
lighting upon the Apostles, to teach them and to lead them 
into all truth. 

God, Who didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful people, 
by the sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit ; 
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in 
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all things, and evermore to rejoice in His holy comfort :. 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, Who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the same 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Collect for Whitsuntide.) 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

We are to consider the special office of the Holy Ghost 
in respect of the communications of the Divine Wisdom. 
It is an office in some respects correlative with that which He 
fulfils in respect to our sanctification. We are told of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that He " of God is made unto us Wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." (i Cor. 
i. 30.) He is thus the Author of sanctification, and yet the 
Holy Ghost is the " Sanctifier," for He it is Who leads us 
into the ways of holiness, uniting us to our Lord, conforming 
us to His character. The Holy Ghost fulfils also the like 
office towards us in respect of our illumination in spiritual 
things. He shows us that which we could not otherwise 
have known of the things of Christ, as our Lord said to 
His Apostles, '^ He shall take of Mine, and shall show it 
unto you." (S. John xvi. 15.) * 

As then the Son is to us the Author of Sanctification, the 
Holy Spirit the Sanctifier and Guide in the way of sancH- 
ficoHoHy so is the Son the Author, the Holy Ghost the 
Revealer to us, of the Divine wisdom?- 

^ Strictly speaking the Son is the Author of Sanetificaiion^ inasmuch 
as it belongs to Him to be together with the Father, and by commu- 
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And first we may note that He is the Revealer of the 
Wisdom of the spoken Word, it was said of Him, '^ He 
shall bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I 
have said unto you." (S. John xiv. 26.) 

When our Blessed Lord spake upon earth there were 
many of those who stood by who were quite incapable of 
hearing Him ; '' He that hath ears to hear let him hear/' so 
He cried again and again ; and to some who hardened their 
hearts He said, *' Why do ye not understand My speech ? 
even because ye cannot hear My word." (S. John viii. 43.) 
'' He that is of God heareth God's words, ye therefore hear 
them not, because ye are not of God." (S. John viii. 47.) 
Of others He said, " My sheep hear My voice." (S. John x. 
27.) Already that Holy Spirit Who of old time led His 
people, showed to those who were prepared to receive it 
the Divine Wisdom of the Saviour's words ; but their ftill 
import could not as yet be more than very dimly appre- 
hended, for that "the Holy Ghost was not yet given, 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified." (S. John vii. 39.) 
It needed the outpouring of the " gift," " the Promise of 
the Father," (Acts i. 4,) before the disciples could grasp 
and receive that which their Lord had spoken during His 
sojourn upon earth. "He shall bring all things to your 
remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you," (S. John 
xiv. 26,) all the holy teaching of the three years' ministry, 
all the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, (Acts i. 3,) 
spoken after His Sacred Passion and glorious Resurrection 

nication from the Father, iheprinctpium of the Holy Ghost. (Conf. 
S.Thomas, Summa, I. xliii. vii.) He is the Author of Wisdom as 
being Himself the Eternal Wisdom of the Father. 
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from the grave. So were " the words of the Lord Jesus" 
recalled to their memoiy ; fruitful in their lives ; obeyed in 
the due ordering of His Church ; and sealed by the testi- 
mony of those who were " faithful unto death." 

And as it was with the spoken word, so too with the 
communications of the Personal Word and Wisdom of the 
Father in the Sacraments. At the Last Supper the Lord 
gave His Body and His Blood to the Apostles, they re- 
ceived Him according to their then ability, but not as yet 
could they know the power of that Gift. He said indeed 
already, " The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given 
them : that they may be one as We are One \ I in them, 
and Thou in Me," (S. John xvii. 22, 23,) but it was when 
the Blessed Spirit came that His Word was fulfilled. " In 
that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye 
in Me, and I in you." (S. John xiv. 20. Conf. verses 15 — 21.) 

The Holy Ghost is then the Revealer of the Wisdom 
of God, of that Word Who is the Wisdom of the Father, 
both in His teachings and in His personal communications 
of Himself to us. 

IL 

Again let us consider what is this Word that comes to 
us. It is the Word consubstantial with the Father. 

" The Word of God is living and powerful, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Heb. 
iv. 12.) Yes, the Word of God is indeed sharp and pierc- 
ing in the keenness of the Divine Wisdom, and for that 
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Word of God to enter into any human soul as yet unpre- 
pared for Its coming, would be as the lightning falling from 
the heavens, which in its descent smites the traveller to the 
ground. Awiiil indeed were it if, per impossibiUy that Word 
entered as the Divine Wisdom alone; as the Eternal Word 
and not also the Eternal Love; but it is in a certain sense 
peculiarly the office of the Blessed Spirit to save us from 
such a destruction, for as the Word became Incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary by the Holy Ghost, Who is Himself consub- 
stantial with the Father and the Son, so too it is by the 
co-operation of the same Spirit that the Word dwelletb in 
us. Yes, let us bear in mind that this is the gracious part 
of the Holy Ghost; not indeed that the Eternal Word is 
not also Himself Eternal Love, but that as in the Mystery 
of the Ever-blessed and Undivided Trinity, the generation 
of the Only-begotten Son of the Father is after the mode 
of Divine Reason, whereas the procession of the Holy 
Ghost is after the mode of Divine Love, so when in the 
fulfilment of the purposes of the Divine Love the Word and 
Wisdom of the Father comes to us, it is as incarnate by 
the Holy Ghost the Spirit of Divine Charity and in a 
Humanity saturated with the Unction of that Holy Spirit 
which was not given " by measure unto Him." (S. John 
iii. 34.) Thus then our Lord Himself comes to us in a 
Manhood impressed, "sealed," by the Holy Ghost, (S. 
John vL 27,) and also comes to us as to those prepared for 
His coming by the same Spirit. Moreover as the Father 
and the Son are One in the unity of the Holy Ghost, the 
mission of the Son was prepared for by the Holy Ghost, 
Who spake by the Prophets, is accompanied by His working, 
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and consummated by the temporal mission of the same Holy 
Ghost. As then the electric fluid destroys indeed where 
' the continuity of its passage is interrupted, but enters without 
violence where it hath free course, so is it with the keenness 
of the Word j our life is by the Holy Spirit so ordered that 
in us " the Word of God may have free course and be glori- 
fied," (2 Thess. iii. i,) not in our destruction, but in the 
entire possession of our nature by our Lord and Master. 

So let us consider the keenness and piercing character 
of the Heavenly Wisdom, — the Eternal Word coming to us 
tempered by the ministry of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit, the 
Gift, of Divine Love. 

The Holy Ghost is called by our Lord the Paraclete ; 
in the wide sense of what is implied in that word He is 
"the Sanctifier, Teacher, Comforter, Exhorter, Remem- 
brancer, Inspirer, Enlightener, Counsellor, Guide, Helper, 
and Advocate of the Church."^ It is He Who enables 
us truly to know the Love of the Ever-blessed Three in 
One. O let us contemplate Him as guiding us with a won- 
derful patience, let us adore Him and often pray, " Let Thy 
loving Spirit lead me forth into the land of righteousness.'' 
(Ps. cxliii. 10.) 

May it not be that in the more faithful contemplation of 
this truth concerning the Holy Ghost may be found the 
antidote to some forms of false teaching concerning the 
Blessed Virgin ? teaching which has sprung from thoughts 
dishonouring alike to the Holy Ghost and to our Lord. 

O, how wondrous is the patient love of God the Holy 
Ghost ! how has He not found out a way by which, if we 

* Bishop Wordsworth. 
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may so speak. He may insinuate EQmself into our hearts 
and win us to ELimselE We have often cx>nteinp1ated, 
albeit most unworthily, the humiliations of the Divine Son of 
God borne for love of us, but how often do we consider the 
humiliations of God the Holt Ghost ? As we do contem- 
plate these humiliations we shall wonder more and more at 
our perversities shown towards our God, so loving and 
gende and patient, and we shall be filled with deepening 
gratitude towards Him. 

As in old time the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters, so now the Spirit of God moves upon the hearts 
of men, dark as they are by reason of a ^en nature ; if we 
become conscious of the darkness of our natural estate it is 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost, and it is by Him that 
we are prepared for the light : and then, as God saith, '' Let 
there be light," the Divine Light falls afresh upon our hearts 
and we are blessed. Not that we are therefore to dream 
that now there is no further need of illumination ; no, in- 
deed, wherever the light shines more clearly we are the 
more conscious of the darkness which still needs to be dissi- 
pated, and as children of the Church we daily pray, 
" Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord," Who 
hast sent Thine only Son to be the true light of the world, 
<< and of Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night," the night of this life of watching for 
the perfect Day. 

IIL 

Thus, then, in the Word of Prophecy, in the Word con- 
substantial, present and communicated to us in the Holy 
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Sacraments ; in the Word of Regeneration, in the Word of 
Reconciliation, in the Word of Consecration ; in all that the 
Word Incarnate effects through the agency of the Sacred 
Ministry ; in prayer and in all the diversities of operations of 
grace, the Blessed Spirit ever has His part, and that part is 
to guide us to Jesus, that in Jesus we may know the fulness 
of Divine Wisdom. And what should be the consequence 
of all this ? What but that there be " the Love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Spirit which He hath given 
us ;" (Rom. v. 5 ;) the Peace of God keeping our hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God and of His Son 
Jesus Christ; the blessing of the Triune God resting upon 
us for ever. 

Never is it the office of the Holy Ghost to discourage, 
never merely to vex a soul, it is His to help, not to throw us 
back ; to encourage, not to bring into despondency ; it is 
indeed His to convince us of sin, but as He doth this He 
points us to the Saviour from sin. If He show us some 
fault of which we have been ignorant, it is that we may 
humble ourselves before God, repent, and be delivered 
from it, never to condemn us. 

We pray in the Litany, " that it may please Thee to for- 
give us our ignorances; we beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord;*' the ignorances for which we pray to be forgiven 
doubtless He forgives, and, as we can bear it, shows to us 
more of our secret faults, and gives us grace to disentangle 
ourselves from them, that we may be '^ refreshed with the 
multitude of peace,'' (Ps. xxxviL 11,) for "the wisdom which 
is from above is first pure and then peaceable." (S. James 
iiL 17.) There may yet remain, God knoweth, many an 
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overshadowed and fruitless comer in the field of our hearts, 
but He will not stay His gracious work until the word be 
be fulfilled, "He maketh peace in tUl thy borders, and 
JUUth thee with the flour of wheat." (Ps. cxlvil 14.) He 
maketh peace in the hearts of each of His children, and 
bindeth all together in the bonds of " unity and holy love,'' 
softening those asperities of our respective characters which 
cause us to fret one another, and enabling each to bear the 
infirmities of his brethren, for the Holy Ghost helpeth those 
whom He leads, to recognise even in the faults of others 
evidences of kinship with themselves ; not causes of mere 
displeasure with the offender, but rather of renewed self- 
abasement before God; and, in particular, of self-abase- 
ment in respect of that wherein any may have observed 
fault in another. 

O that we giving better heed to Him the Holy Spirit of 
Divine Love to man may be bound together more truly in 
the bond of peace. Nor is this increase of the Peace which 
is a firuit of the Holy Ghost (Gal. v. 22) contradictory to 
that disintegration of our life which we have considered in a 
previous meditation : God indeed reduces our nature to its 
elemental parts that He may reconstitute us in the integrity 
of the new man. The true way of peace is not to be found 
in an unmortified life, but those who surrender themselves 
with an advancing fidelity in the spirit of true detachment, 
to the leadings of God the Holy Ghost, shall of His mercy 
be prepared more and more for the " House not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." (2 Cor. v. i.) 

Yes, and He shall thus bring us more and more to be 
" of one mind in an house," (Ps. Ixviii. 6,) that in the One 



Med. II.] THE WISDOM OF GOD, i6i 



Body of the Incarnate Son of God we may live for ever in 
a blessed unity of holy brotherhood. As one in a dream 
beheld oiir Blessed Lord lying as in death, the Sacred Limbs 
bleeding and dismembered ; yet as he gazed in wonder on 
so strange a sight, the eyelids quivered, and the sad eyes 
of the Divine Victim looked upon the dreamer, so is it with 
the Church His Mystic Body, now strangely dissevered yet 
strangely living ; though " all My bones are out of joint," 
(Ps. xxii. 14,) nevertheless " not one of them is broken," 
(Ps. xxxiv. 20,) and by a miracle of the love of God the 
Holy Ghost, He dwells within the suffering Church of 
Jesus Christ through all her passion; alas, that as her 
Lord suffered at the hands of His own people, so is it 
with her, her own children crucify the widowed spouse until 
the very heathen cry, "Where is now thy God?" (Ps. 
xlii. 3.) 

So then consider the office of God the Holy Ghost as the 
revealer of the Heavenly Wisdom ; as the one Who tempers 
to us the incoming of the Divine Word ; as the Paraclete, the 
Spirit of Divine consolation, and as the Spirit of Holy Unity 
and Peace ; and, beseeching Him to carry on His work in 
your hearts, see that in your own community you endea- 
vour to keep "the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace." (Eph. iv. 3.) Thank Him that He hath poured 
out upon you, the Spirit of holy prayer. Thank Him for 
the wondrous gift of Himself, the Personal Bond of Unity, 
and do not refrain from intercession for the restoration of 
the visible unity of His Church because of discouragements ; 
but rather, reaching forth in holy desire, besiege the Throne 
of God that in His mercy He may restore that unity out- 

M 
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wardly. It is not because it seems so distant that it shall 
not be accomplished " Credendmn est quia impossibile," 
it is to be believed because it is impossible to sehse. As 
our Lord Himself has taught us, ''the things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God." (S. Luke xviii. 
27.) Yes, it shall be, and who knoweth how soon? O 
that our dear Mother, passing together with her Lord, more 
and more through her Passiontide, may be taken at length 
utterly into the Risen life, of her Beloved, that to His glory 
brethren estranged may salute each the other with the holy 
kiss of an unhindered charity. 

'' I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts : according to 
the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of 
£g3rpt, so My Spirit remaineth among you : fear ye not.'' 
(Haggai ii. 4, 5.) 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 
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MEDITATION III. 

'' He brought me to the house of wine, and His banner over me was 
love." — Cant. ii. 4 (margin.) 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE CONTINUED QUEST OF THE WISDOM OF 
GOD IN THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE. 

Contemplate our Blessed Lord instituting the Holy Mys- 
teries of the Altar. Behold Him as He takes the Cup of 
the Jewish Rite, and consecrates it, that it m^y become 
the Chalice of His most Precious Blood. 

O God, Who in this wonderful Sacrament hast left unto 
us a Memorial of Thy Passion ; grant unto us, we beseech 
Thee, so to venerate the sacred Mysteries of Thy Body and 
Thy Blood, that we may always perceive within ourselves 
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the fruit of Thy Redemption ; Who livest and reignest mth 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

We are about to meditate to-night upon the continuous 
quest of the Wisdom of God in the Sacramental life, and 
that we may do so we have set before ourselves the thought 
of that great Sacrament which is the crown of all the 
Sacraments. 

Let us consider what it is that our Lord Jesus Christ 
doth in the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. Using the 
Priest's hands as His own. He takes the Bread, He takes 
the Cup, these being what He took from that table where 
with the twelve He partook of the last Supper before the 
first Eucharist; and then, using the lips of the Priest as 
His own. He saith of that which is offered, " This is My 
Body," " This is My Blood," and what He declares it to be, 
even as He so declares it, it becomes. 

As God said, " Let there be light, and there was light," 
so He saith, " this is My Body," and It is His Body, " this 
is My Blood," and It is His Blood. 

His Body is that " Com of wheat," of which He said that 
" except" it " die it abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth 
forth much fruit." (S. John xii. 24.) His Body having died 
and risen again, being now ascended and glorified, is be- 
come indeed fruitful in this wondrous way. Even when 
upon earth there went virtue out of Him towards those 
who touched that Sacred Humanity, but now, being glori- 
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fied, It has become the veiy life of all His faithful people, 
the heavenly nourishment of our redeemed humanity. It 
abides not alone, but wondrously feeds the hungering thou- 
sands who are with Jesus in this wilderness. 

And of His most Precious Blood what may we say? 
That is the very Source of Life. It was by the shedding 
of that Blood that He made Himself to be " the Propitia- 
tion for our sins," (i S. John ii. 2 ;) it is by the continued 
pleading of the Blood that that Propitiation lives on, and 
constantly avails for our transgressions ; it is in the Com- 
munion of this Blood that we are to seek the purifying of 
our hearts from every sinful tendency. 

But let us more particularly consider the Precious Blood 
of Jesus as given to us in this Holy Sacrament ; contemplat- 
ing our Divine Lord as He takes the Chalice into His Hands. 

There have gathered about that holy Cup fair and beau- 
tiful thoughts and legends. It was said that it was brought 
by S. Joseph of Arimathea 

" To Glastonbury, where the winter thorn • 
Blossoms at Christmas, mindful of the Lord."* 

It was said too that the Cup was caught away from earth 
because of the sins of Christians. The fervour of love 
from which spring the beautiful legends of the Holy Grail 
may well rebuke our cold-heartedness, for though there is 
no solid ground for supposing the Chalice of the first Eu- 
charist was ever brought to England, it is nevertheless quite 
certain that we have in our Churches, yes, in this Chapel 
so endeared to many of yourselves by associations the most 

1 Tennyson : The Holy Grail. 
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sacred, a Cup which the Lord has taken many times, and 
filled with His most Precious Blood. Behold It ! It is 
not less holy, not less certainly is it the Holy Grail than 
the Chalice used in the coenaculum. 

O what a wondrous Cup is that Chalice of the Precious 
Blood, warm with the heavenly pulsations of the Heart of 
Jesus our Lord. Alas ! its mystery is often unrecognised 
by man, but it is ever known to, and accompanied by, ador- 
ing Angels ; that Cup from which streams the efflux of the 
glory of the Divine Life. How may any approach so great 
a wonder ? It is by the power of the Holy Ghost, " as we 
bless with the Spirit,'' (i Cor. xiv. i6,) that the Body and 
the Blood are here, and it is only as cleansed and sustained 
by the power of the Holy Ghost that we can stand with- 
out condemnation at the Table of those most awfiil though 
Blessed Mysteries, and handle Things Divine. 

But if it be a great thing to bear the Chalice, what is it 
to receive this very Blood of Jesus Christ ? Let us remind 
ourselves that there are three modes in which we may 

« 

drink thereof imto everlasting life. And first, then, it is 
most true that when any one may not for just reasons be 
able to receive the most Holy Sacrament, he may still "eat 
and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ 
profitably to his soul's health," (Rubric, Communion of the 
Sick,) in spiritual communion, so that the union with our 
Blessed Lord which is his by habitual grace, shall become 
more effectual in him through the earnestness with which 
under the Holy Spirit's guidance, such an one seeks in re- 
newed acts of repentance and faith, and thankfiil remem- 
brance of His death, more faithfully to appropriate the bless- 
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ings of that oneness with Jesus Christ. This is true, and 
the fruit of the Chalice of the Blood of Jesus may be seen at 
such times /enewed to us in fresh power ; tasted again by 
the soul that longs for the Refreshment of that Cup "in a 
barren and dry land where no water is." (Ps. bdii 2.) 

Again, in the reception of the Body of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament we are, by virtue of that reception, made 
partakers of all that belongs to the Body, — ^the perfect and 
glorified Manhood of Jesus, and so of the Precious Blood ; 
we, as it were, drink of the chalice by anticipation, and that 
is a great consolation where the chalice may not be had, 
as in some cases of sickness, where, from difficulty in con- 
veying the Lord's Blood under the form of wine, the sick 
have been communicated under the form of bread alone. 

It is a great consolation, too, when we consider the 
millions of our fellow Christians in the Roman Catholic 
Communion who have lived, and, alas, died, without once 
receiving the Holy Chalice of the Blood of Christ. 

But whilst both these modes of receiving the Precious 
Blood are true, and full of consolation, there remains that per- 
fect mode of its reception which is peculiar to the Sacramental 
presence of the Blood, which excels all others, and which 
belongs to those who obey our Lord's command, " Drink 
ye all of this,'' and which can be looked for in no other 
way, because that way is alone the covenanted way. 

We will not now dwell at length upon controversies be- 
tween our own and another part of the Catholic Church, 
but if anything is clear in this matter it is that, to use the 
words of the late Bishop of Brechin, "we have the evidence 
that universally, in the public and solemn liturgy of the 
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Church, the faithful received the Blessed Eucharist under 
both species till the twelfth century/' although undoubtedly, 
" in cases of necessity, Communion under one kind was con- 
sidered lawful"^ We are then, as Catholics of the Anglican 
Rite, in this matter doing what all Christendom did for nearly 
twelve hundred years. It is declared too by S. Thomas 
Aquinas, in whose days the Custom of withdrawing the chalice 
from the people prevailed "/« some churches,"' that the Blood 
of Christ is not sacrameniaUj^ received when the Body is 
received under the form of bread. Notwithstanding this 
the Council of Constance finally forbade that the chalice 
should be ministered to the laity, who are hence deprived 
of the Sacramental Communion of the Precious Blood, and 
that too, although, to quote again the same holy Bishop, 
" according to the best theologians, something is lost by the 
deprivation. While the Sacrament under one kind conveys 
all the graces necessary to Salvation, the chalice has a 
special grace of its own, — ^the grace of gladdening. If the 
Sacraments cause that which they signify, the species of 
bread and wine must signify in different ways : and that 
diversity will refer both to the sign and to the mode of 
the signifying, and to the thing signified. Therefore the 
effect of the two will not be common, but diverse. Both 
species together signify the plenitude of the heavenly feast 
and the perfect satisfaction of the soul, which each by itself 

' Bishop Forbes. Explanation of the XXXIX. Articles, Art xxx. 

* Ideo provide in quibusdam ecdesiis observatur ut populo sanguis 
sumendus non detur sed solum a sacerdote sumatur. " — Summa Theo- 
logica, 3, bcxx. 12. c. 

' Conf. Treatise on the Ven. Sacrament of the Altar, Chap, xxxii. 
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does not signify. While it is granted that either species 
refects us by causing habitual grace, there are certain 
secondary effects of the spiritual meat and drink \ that of 
the meat is to strengthen the weak, as it is written, ' and 
bread to strengthen man's heart/ that of drink is to give joy 
to the sad, ' and wine that maketh glad the heart of man,' 
(Fs. civ. 15), is that spiritual transport, the inebriatio animce 
of which Scripture speaks. (Vide Lugo, de Sacramento Eu- 
charistise, dist. xvi. sect, iil p. 488 ; Ed. Migne, 1841.)"^ 

11. 

But let us again contemplate our Divine Lord and 
Master as He takes the cup after supper of old time, and as 
He takes the cup every day in our churches, and let us 
endeavour, under the invocation of the Holy Spirit, to 
consider aright this Mystery of the Precious Blood of 
Christ, and to learn something of what this may be to us 
who are invited to Its wondrous participation. 

Consider what It is. It is the Precious Blood, and if we 
had the tongues of angels we could not speak of it aright. 
It is precious to God, for It is the perfection of all created 
life, its very crown and glory ; the essential principle, the 
very life-blood, of the Flower of our manhood, presented 
before God ; and as He looks down upon the Altars of the 
Church He beholds again as "very good" that Nature 
which is the principle of the New Creation, for the Precious 
Blood of Jesus is fair and beauteous to the eyes of God. 
If we were to gather together all the precious things of this 
world, and of the worlds unseen by us, all that is known or 

1 Bbhop Forbes on the XXXIX. Articles, p. 599, second edition. 
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yet undiscovered by man, it were as nothing in comparison 
with the Precious Blood ; and were we to present all that 
to Him it were nothing apart from this Sacred Oblation 
of the Blood of Jesus, Son of the Ever-Virgin Mary. It 
is the Blood of the Beloved Son in Whom He is well 
pleased. 

It is then precious to God as It is the perfection of all 
that created life which He made to glorify His Name ; but 
It is much more than this, for the Son of Mary is also the 
Son of God, and the blood of Jesus is the Blood of God ; 
It is the essential principle of the life of manhood, glorified 
with the transcendent glory of the Godhead of Him Who 
has assumed It to Himself by the hypostatic union. It is 
precious to God for Its own sake, since It is " very good." 
It is precious, too, because It is the Life which He gave for 
the whole world ; Precious, as It is the Price of the Redemp- 
tion of that creation which God loves, " the Blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son," which "cleanseth us from all sin." (i S. 
John i. 7.) Precious for our sakes to Him Who made 
nothing that He loveth not, but Who lavishes His love on 
the creatures of His Hand; Who never brought one intelli- 
gent life into the world but He gave to that soul grace 
sufficient to attain eternal Life. Ah ! there is no lack, but 
generous largeness in the love of the A11-Father, and as He 
looks down upon the Blood as the Propitiation for our sins 
He is well pleased indeed, beholding that which reconciles 
the world unto Himself 

Yea, verily, the Blood of Jesus transcends all thought in * 
its wondrous and joyful Presence; and faith can behold 
something of the awful beauty of the smile of God Incar- 
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nate as in the Holy Mysteries He returns the smile of His 
£temal Father's love. So contemplate that Blood of 
Jesus which He shed so profusely, that Blood which He 
poured forth in the Agony, in the Scourging, and on the 
Tree. 

" The price which none but He could pay, 
And spoiled the spoiler of his prey." 

Consider it as precious in the eyes of God for its own sake, 
and for our sake; precious too to man in respect of his 
God and of himself. 

III. 

We have for a moment contemplated the joy of the 
Father, great indeed is that joy ; great too is the joy of 
Jesus in the presentation of the Blood ; and great the joy 
of God the Holy Ghost by Whose Divine co-operation the 
Word was made Flesh and now wondrously tabernacles in 
us. And well thou knowest, O believing soiul, that He 
bids thee share that holy joy. " Oh, send out Thy light 
and Thy truth, that they may lead me, and bring me unto 
Thy holy hill and to Thy dwelling, and that I may go unto 
the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy and glad- ^ 
ness ; and upon the harp will I give thanks unto Thee, O 
God, my God." (Ps. xliii. 3, 4.) 

As Jesus, the Mediator of the better covenant, shows 
forth His death at the altar He cries to us indeed, " Behold 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow." (Lam. 
i. 12.) And He seems to say to each, I may not bid thee 
to the banquet of My love, but as I show forth that that 
love was " stronger than death." But then, as a holy com- 
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punction pierces the hearts of those who hear Him, lo, He 
cries again, " Behold l/Lyjqyr for though indeed it was true 
of Him, *' He shall drink of the brook in the way,'' yet that 
too has been fulfilled, '' therefore shall He lift up His head/' 
(Ps. ex. 7 ;) though He drank of the " water of affliction ;" 
though He said, '^ I am come into deep waters so that the 
floods run over Me," (Ps. Ixix. 2,) yet " many waters cannot 
quench love, neither can the floods drown it." (Cant. viii. 7.) 
" Go forth, ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon 
with the crown wherewith His mother crowned Him in the 
day of His espousals, in the day of the gladness of His heart" 
(Cant. iii. 11.) Crowned now no longer as by the cruel 
hands of the Synagogue with a crown of thorns, but with a 
chaplet woven by His own. Yes, and He has bidden thee 
live here the life of sufiering and of mortification, that thou 
mayest one day wear the aureole He weaves for thee above, 
and longs to bind about the brows of His beloved. Re- 
cognise, O devout soul, this joy of Jesus, for He would fill 
thee too with joys of Heaven, and inebriate thee with the 
joy of those whose joy is found in loving Him, their Joy ; 
and to that end here is proflered to thee of the fruit of that 
mystic vineyard of the true Solomon, of which it is written, 
that he let it out " unto keepers, every one for the fruit 
thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver." (Cant. viiL 
II.) Thus may that Sacramental joy of which the chalice 
of the Precious Blood is the source, and which peculiarly 
belongs to its reception, continually overcome the dejec- 
tions of natural and supernatural sorrow; and purify and 
transform those vexed by their distress ; for as man is led 
more and more to recognise his own subjection to vanity 
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after the natural order, (Rom. viii. 20,) and the reality of 
those wounds which need a heavenly Hand to heal them, 
there is One Who pours in oil and wine. Who as He fills 
man's emptiness with a substantial life, 

** Soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear." 

So may that holy joy which is a fiiiit of the cup of salvation 
afford the antidote to the discouragement which restrains so 
many a soul from following on *' to know the Lord." (Hos. 

vi. 3-) 

Hence too is the source of true Christian fortitude, of 

true manliness, of holy courage from the Heart of Him Who 

is the Lion of the tribe of Judah. As the heathen, though 

vainly, yet with a perversion of a true impulse, have taken 

the life-blood of some lion-hearted man that they might 

with that draught imbibe the spirit of him whose courage 

they had witnessed, so, in a transcendent reality it is given 

to us to find in Jesu's Blood, communicated to us after no 

carnal manner but in a heavenly reality, the fountain of 

holy fortitude; it is not that those who receive Christ 

know no further pain, but that they are transported by a 

heavenly inebriation above its overwhelming. 

The Heart of our Divine Redeemer, the King of Saints, 

was the well-spring of the courage of the holy martyrs of 

old time : it is the very same to-day as then ; and there is 

no fontinel whence we may drink of the lifegiving stream 

with such a covenanted security as from the Chalice of the 

Holy Mysteries. 
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IV. 

But we need to remember that this is the '' mystery of 
Faith," for the reason, at least one great reason, why we 
fisul to attain that to which God invites is that we have so 
little real faith ; alas, how much we fail to " draw near," as 
the Church invites us, " with faith" as unto ^' Holy Mys- 
teries." Are not the words a rebuke to our mere naturalism ? 
— ^words of our own Eucharistic Office, accordant too 
with those of the Latin rite, which declare that this is the 
" Mysterium Fidei," the mystery of Faith, for here is the 
very glory of the life of faith, here the way to a holy inebria- 
tion, here the way of the true mysticism ; a false mysticism 
has no hold of these substantial verities, and so the truth 
eludes its grasp, and the end is delusion, and wild inco- 
herent fanaticism ; but the true mysticism of the Catholic 
Church finds here in the Real Substantial Presence of In- 
carnate God the source of inspiration; and recurs again 
and again thereto, that in the power of the Holy Ghost 
it may learn more and more of the secrets of the Heart of 
Jesus, the Fountain of the Precious Blood. It is then in 
this Sacramental life of which the reception of the Body 
and the Blood is the peculiar glory, the crowning blessing, 
that we are to live in the continual quest of the Heavenly 
Wisdom, seeking ever, and, as we find, keeping '' by the 
Holy Ghost that good thing which is committed unto us," 
(2 Tim. i. 14 ;) committed not for a time only as though 
then to be laid aside, but for ever. Yes, verily in this quest 
we should continually call to mind that it is upon the sub- 
stantial reality of the most Holy Incarnation of the Second 
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Person of the Ever-blessed and undivided Trinity that we 
are to rest our all, and that it is in union with Incarnate 
God in the Sacramental Life that we have covenanted to 
us the unspeakable blessedness of beholding an ever un- 
folded revelation of the Divine Wisdom. So are we indeed 
in the Sacramental Life dealing with what is more real than 
aught that sense can test or to which it can bear witness, 
more real than aught that may be dealt with by keenest wit 
unilluminated by Divine Grace. 

This is the secret of that life of contemplation to which 
God calls some souls in a very high degree, and to which, 
according to our several capacities, He bids us all, but 
which is folly to the world. Ah ! what is it to live in ever- 
renewed Sacramental union with our Lord, to be con- 
tinually before the Presence of Jesus manifested in the 
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood? Is this not to 
be ever before the "Wisdom of God?" Is it not, when 
such a life is lived in the reality of a living faith, a true 
quest of that which neither eye hath seen, nor tongue of 
man may utter ? O ! to learn all that the Blood may tell 
'^ which speaketh better things than that of Abel." (Heb. xii. 
24.) How should every sin be hated which keeps us back 
fix>m that blessed fulness of consummated joy, when, by the 
power of that most Precious Blood cleansed from every 
stain, we shall be holy indeed. It was in holiness, by prayer 
and fasting, that in the allegory (for so we may call it) of 
the Holy Grail, men and women sought to see that which 
was withheld from their eyes, but in spite of the reverence 
and love which breathe through the fair legend, we know 
that it is not the beholding with outward eyes even the Holy 
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Gifts, but rather the gazing with the whole dedicated intelli- 
gence upon Christ the Lord, Who in the Holy Mysteries 
shows forth His Death and communicates Himself to us, 
that will enlarge the desires of our souls, that the more 
desiring we may the more receive, and may become fruitful 
in increase of heavenly virtues. 

Yes, the image which the poet sets before us is little to 
the great reality, and the cry, 

** O Christ, that It would come, 
And heal the world of all their wickedness," 

is but the faint echo of the full-voiced utterance of inspired 
prayer. " My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh also longeth 
after Thee, in a barren and dry land where no water is. 
Thus have I looked for Thee in holiness, that I might 
behold Thy power and glory.'' (Ps. Ixiii. 2.) 

What, too, is the true spirit of recollection and the reve- 
rent outward demeanour which belongs peculiarly to the 
Religious in the observance of the holy rule which he fol- 
lows, but which should belong as well to all who lead a 
Sacramental life ? What is it but an habitual preparation 
for a truer knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ in Sacra- 
mental Communion, and a holy waiting upon the gracious 
Guest, in the spirit of thankful remembrance. How strange 
a commingling of holy fear, and of an untold joy marks the 
life of a true servant of Jesus Christ ! 

As when a mother tells her child of some holy thing, and 
the child goes away hushed to a sober silence, and is, for 
awhile at least, not forgetful even in its play \ so is it with 
the souls who are hearing the secrets of Divine Love, who 



Med. III.] THE WISDOM OF GOD, 177 

leaning upon the Breast of Jesus Christ their Lord, live 
in communion with the very Heart of God. 

So consider the Precious Blood of Jesus, the source of 
holy joy and courage, and the mystery of Faith, the Fountain 
of Holy Wisdom and Knowledge, and as you meditate 
upon these things, make a resolution prayerfully, humbly, 
and to be practised. Bring a fixed resolve that by the 
help of God you will never tire of seeking to know, in 
the life of sacramental union with your Lord, more and 
more of the Mind of Christ, more and more of His holy 
love. Already you know enough to cause you to count all 
else in heaven and earth apart firom Him as an empty show, 
and to enable you thankfully to say, "Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire in comparison of Thee." (Ps. IxxiiL 24.) But re- 
member that what He has made known to you is but a 
foretaste of what, if you continue to seek, you shall have 
revealed unto you, even in this time of your pilgrimage. 
Ah ! this is unspeakable indeed by human lips, but God 
the Holy Ghost will Himself teach the souls He wins to 
seek to know the things of God, in'much prayer and waiting 
upon Him. 

" Hail, Flesh of Christ, of Holy Virgin bom, 

Hail, undivided Deity I 
The Way, the Life, the Health of man forlorn, 

Set us from all ill free, 
Hail, Blood of Christ, most holy Drink of Heaven, 

Mighty to wash away all stain, 
Hail, Blood which flowed forth when the side was riven 

Upon the Cross of pain !" 

Anima Christi. Our Father. Benediction. 

N 
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CONCLUDING MEDITATION. 

" Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us Wisdom, and righ- 
teousness, and sanctification, and redemption.'*— I Cor. i. 30. 



^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us meditate upon 

THE SACRED HUMANITY AS THE ABIDING 
CHANNEL OF THE DIVINE COMMUNICA- 
TIONS. 

Contemplate our Divine Redeemer, very God and very 
Man, Who was bom of Mary ; died for us upon the Cross ; 
rose again the third day from the dead ; and in the sight of 
His adoring disciples ascended into heaven, fiehold Him, 
His manhood now indeed glorified, yet by that very glorifica- 
tion the more plainly shown to be indeed that very man- 
hood which God had once made in His own image after 
His own likeness; which He had predestined to eternal 
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glory, and which He had now assumed to Himself by the 
indissoluble bond of the hypostatic union. 

God, Who hast made the glorious Name of Jesus Christ 
Thy Son our Lord most dear to Thy faithful people, and 
most terrible to evil spirits ; grant, we beseech Thee, that 
all we who worship this Name on earth, may receive in this 
life the sweetness of Thy holy consolations, and in the world 
to come the joy of exultation and of eternal blessedness in 
Heaven ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Collect for Feast of the Holy Name.) 

Our Father. Veni Creator. 

I. 

Before we enter upon the brief considerations with which 
we would close our retreat, let us for a moment look back over 
the way by which we have come, that we may recognise the 
sequence of the thoughts which have been successively pre- 
sented to us, and their bearing upon the subject which 
throughout this retreat we have endeavoured to keep before 
our minds — " The Wisdom which is of God." 

In the introductory address we considered some of the 
reasons which make it wise for us to seek such a time of 
pause as a retreat provides ; that such a time was not to be 
one of idleness, but of that recuperation of spiritual energies 
which is to be sought from God in the faithful recognition 
of His Presence, and of the truth that He is the unfailing 
source of life, and so of every good gift. On the first day 
of retreat we considered some elementary matters — the gift 
of personal life; its reality; the recognition of the awful 
character of that gift ; the soul in this recognition led into 
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solitude that she may surrender the great gift of personal 
life to Him Who alone can keep and order it aright. 

In the second meditation we considered the relations of 
the Philosophical spirit and the Spiritual Life ; remarking 
that as " the world by wisdom knew not God," nor could 
philosiophy explain the ordering of the universe, so neither 
has it been God's will to give to any generation sucli know- 
ledge as would satisfy all the questionings of our minds and 
hearts, but that He presents Himself to us ; that the true 
value of philosophy consists largely in its leading us to 
recognise the limitations which belong to man's intellectual 
capacities, and their finite character; and that it may ap- 
pear how plainly it is true, that as we may not attain to a 
knowledge of God through the channels of sense, so neither 
may we reach that knowledge by any process of reasoning. 

In our third meditation we considered some of the sad 
fruits of a persistence in the error that it were reasonable to 
expect that God would demonstrate the truth to man by 
syllogisms ; that the spirit of humility and of a contrite 
heart are fundamental requirements in order to our attain- 
ing to the Heavenly "Wisdom;" and that Jesus Christ, 
"in Whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," 
is made unto us " Wisdom." 

On the second day of retreat we recognised in the reve- 
lation of God to man as first declared to us in Holy 
Scripture, that man began with a personal knowledge of 
God; a revelation which was graciously continued even 
after the Fall to those who sought Him in repentance and 
faith. This formed the subject matter of our first medita- 
tion. We then passed on in the following meditation to 
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consider the discipline of temptation to which we must be 
subjected as a means of sanctification ; that the life of temp- 
tation is to be one of mortification sustained by the hope of 
a three-fold joy j the joy of Paradise, of the resurrection of 
the body, and the entry into Heaven. And in our third 
meditation we dwelt upon the purpose of this work of mor- 
tification, and in particular upon the mortification arising 
from the sense of want of room, and of scope -for our life, 
leading to the desire for wealth and possessions in this life ; on 
the nugatory character of the remedies proposed by a worldly 
wisdom; and upon the spirit of holy poverty^ leading us to 
experiences of the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

The third day brought before us the thought of cha- 
racter, vocation, and promise, the individual dealing of 
God with our souls, this touching necessarily upon holy 
obedience. We subsequently pursued our thoughts upon the 
interior life as — after considering the resting of the hand 
of death upon all that is seen, and the merciful way in 
which death, though a penance, is used by God as a means 
of deliverance from what is ruined by sin — ^we meditated 
upon the Interior Paradise of the soul, into which we can 
have access only by a mystical death, and upon the spirit of 
holy chastity. And lastly we considered the essential life 
of the soul in relation to the Divine revelations, the dying 
of the old nature, the purification of the life, and its deve- 
lopment in that heavenly life, the phenomena of which 
often elude expression in human language, whilst neverthe- 
less it is the office of mystical theology to instruct us by the 
due use of tropical language in much that concerns the 
interior life of the soul* 
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Yesterday we meditated upon Jesus Christ in the 
reality of His glorified Manhood as the abiding way of 
access to all heavenly Wisdom; upon the office of the 
Holy Ghost in respect of the communications of the 
Wisdom of God, — as the Guide to that Wisdom, uniting 
us to the Incarnate Word ; tempering the keenness of that 
Divine Word to us, leading us to the knowledge of the 
Divine Love, as the Paraclete, the Advocate, the Comforter ; 
and lastly we have dwelt upon the continued quest of the 
Wisdom of God in the Sacramental Life, endeavouring thus, 
on this day, to reiterate the foundation truth that it is by an 
abiding communion with our Incarnate God in all the 
covenanted ways of His own appointment that we are to 
be made '^ wise unto Salvation," and to escape the delusions 
of a false mysticism. 

And now, ere we separate, let us once more contem- 
plate our Lord "Jesus Christ, Who of God is made 
unto us Wisdom, and Righteousness, and Sanctification, 
and Redemption,^' and let us, as we invoke that Name 
which is above every name, remind ourselves that it belongs 
to the Eternal Word, — ^Who is of one Substance with the 
Father, — ^by virtue of the taking of the Manhood into God, 
for " Jesus" is the Name of God manifested in the flesh. 

IL 

The Body of Christ was first seen on earth, then with- 
drawn from sight, and hereafter will again be seen as It was 
manifested to S. John in the Revelation. And so, too, in the 
spiritual life, in mental prayer we are led to the consideration 
of the Sacred Humanity, then some are apt to tend to a lesa 
perceptible dwelling upon Its mysteries, but by His leading 
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are brought back again to It as we are enabled to recognise 
Its heavenly estate now, that estate in which it is ever the 
source of all Divine communications. 

A false transcendentalism and pseudo-spiritualism is in- 
deed destructive of that which it seeks to attain, but Jesus 
CHRIST our Lord, very God and very Man, is our unking 
Refuge from this, as from every other snare of Satan. The 
anthropomorphic language of Holy Scripture has at least a 
twofold significance. It is not merely an accommodation to 
man's intelligence, it is anticipatory of the Incarnation. Its 
use keeps before us the truth that the Incarnation is not a 
violation of the Divine Nature, not an outrage upon God : 
for man was created in the Image of God, and thus Jesus 
Christ, Who is after His Divine Nature the express Image 
of the Father, assumed to Himself, in taking our manhood 
into His Godhead, a fitting instrument for His Revelation, 
a fitting medium for His manifestation. 

True it is that the Image of God in man resides in man's 
essential life, but yet, as man was created, the body was not 
out of harmony with the intelligence ; and though our Lord 
on earth, taking upon Him " the likeness of sinful flesh," 
(Rom. viii. 3,) though " without spot of sin," veiled His glory 
under that suffering Form, we are not to think of that Body, 
now glorified, as though It were a Veil hiding God from us, 
but rather, as being what It is indeed, the vehicle of the Di- 
vine manifestation : the Soul of Jesus, the Mind of Christ, 
being thereby manifested in a sweet opeimess, the Glory of 
the Divinity of Jesus, of God the Word, so shining forth. 

Thus Solomon (the true Prince of Peace) " built Him an 
house" (Acts vii. 47) when He became Incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 



i&l CONSIDERATIONS ON [Fifth Day. 

Solomon built Him an House., The Lord Himself^ 
Jesus Christ, Incarnate God, is that House, but, in some 
sort, not without you. '* To whom coming, as unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and 
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house." (i S. Pet. ii. 4, 5.) 

As it is with our Lord so with ourselves, we are not to 
look forward to becoming less human than we are, but rather 
more truly worthy of manhood, of that image of God which 
is in our essential life in its threefold form. 

" To thine own self be true, 
And it shall foUow as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any malu" 

Thus here we are to seek to be nourished with the flesh 
of Jesus Christ, that already He Himself may dwell in 
us and we in Him, and that hereafter we may know the 
open vision of God in the Wisdom of the Divine Word, 
and love God in the fulness of the indwelling love of God 
the Holy Ghost; for how shall that be but as we are 
members of the Son? how, but as we are part of that 
House which the true Solomon buildeth, as we are verily 
bone of His Bone, flesh of His Flesh, " members of His 
Body, of His Flesh, and of His Bones T (Eph. v. 30.) 

" It is indeed the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing," (S. John vi. di^ if we discern not that It is 
"the Lord's Body," (i Cor. xi. 29,) God's Body, how shall 
we learn of Him ? 

But if this is apprehended by us, we shall learn indeed 
to seek Him in a covenanted union, and so to '' eat the 
Flesh of the Son of Man and to drink His Blood," that we 
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I 

may have eternal life, and of such He saith, " I will raise 
him up at the last day." (S. John vi. 53, 54.) 

Ah ! dear Lord, Thou didst not stoop to us for a moment 
and then expect us to leap through space to Thee. Ever 
it is that angels ascend and descend "upon the Son of 
Man," (S. John i. 5 1,) ever it is that borne by angels upon 
the ladder of that sacred human nature, our poor human 
hearts may dwell with Thee within the heavenly walls, 
though still we are here to do Thy holy will. 

So, then, let it be our part to obey with joy the Apostle's 
injunction, " Whatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do all 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus," (Col. iii. 17,) Who 
prayed to the Father that " they may be one, even as We 
are One, I in them, and Thou in Me." (S. John xvii. 22, 23.) 

For blessed be His Holy Name " we know that the Son 
of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that 
we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is 
true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God 
and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
Amen." (i S. John v. 20, 21.) 

And He hath said, " If ye abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you." (S. John xv. 7.) And by His Apostle, " If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him. But let him ask in faith." (S. James i. 5, 6.) 

Yes, let us ask in faith, and we shall receive indeed of 
that holy Wisdom of which S. Paul declared, " We speak 
the Wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
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which none of the princes of this world knew : for had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. 
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him. But 
God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit : for the 
Spirtt searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
For what man knoweth the things of a man save the spirit 
of man which is in him ? even so the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God ; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of 
God." (i Cor. ii. 7 — 12.) 

Anima Christi. 

Soul of Christ, hallow me; 

Body of Christ, save me ; 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me ; 

Water from the Side of Christ, wash me ; 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me ; 

Death of Christ, quicken me; 

O Good Jesu, hear me : 

Hide me within Thy Wounds : 

Suffer me not to be separated from Thee : 

From the malignant enemy, defend me \ 

In the hour of my death, call me ; 

And bid me come to Thee ; 

That with Thy Saints I may praise Thee, 

For ever and for evermore ! Amen. 

Our Father. 
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Ps. CXLV. 

I will magnify Thee, O God, my King : and I will praise 
Thy Name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I give thanks unto Thee : and praise Thy 
Name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be praised : 
there is no end of His greatness. 

One generation shall praise Thy works unto another : 
and declare Thy power. 

As for me, I will be talking of Thy worship : Thy glory, 
Thy praise, and wondrous works ; 

So that men shall speak of the might of Thy marvellous 
acts : and I will also tell of Thy greatness. 

The memorial of Thine abundant kindness shall be 
showed : and men shall sing of Thy righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful : long-suffering, and 
of great goodness. 

The Lord is loving unto every man : and His mercy is 
over all His works. 

All Thy works praise Thee, O Lord : and Thy Saints 
give thanks unto Thee. 

They show the glory of Thy kingdom : and talk of Thy 
power ; 

That Thy power, Thy glory, and mightiness of Thy 
kingdom : might be known unto men. 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom : and Thy do- 
minion endureth throughout all ages. 

The Lord upholdeth all such as fall : and lifteth up all 
those that are down. 
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The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord : and Thou 
givest them their meat in due season. 

Thou openest Thine hand : and fillest all things living 
with plenteousness. 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways : and holy in all 
His works. 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him : 
yea, all such as call upon Him ^thfiilly. 

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him : He also 
will hear their cry, and will help them. 

The Lord preserveth all them that love Him : but 
scattereth abroad all the ungodly. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : and let 
all flesh give thanks unto His holy Name for ever and 
ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the 
Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
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perplex conscientious minds. All are han- 
dled with much care and thought, and 
Canon Carter bears his testimony to the 
value of Mr. Browne's work In thus deal- 



ing with spiritual questions bearing on 
tbe daily life and habitual state of those 
who are seeking to live to Goo accord- 
ing to our Church's highest teachings."— 
Church Timet, 
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Fob thb Usa of T^agrbes in Churcb Schools* 

LESSONS ON THE CHURCHYARD AND THE FABRIC OF 

THE CHURCH. By E. E. Jarrbtt. With Ave large sheets of illastrations on 
Imperial Paper by the Rev. W. Morrison, Vicar of Midsomer Norton, Bath. Price 



" Full of excellent spiritual teaching de- 
rived from the ideas suggested by the archi- 
tectural features and arrangements of a 
Church. They are excellently calculated 



to interest the senior class of a Sunday or 
Day School in their Parish Church, in ways 
quite new to them." — School Ouardian, 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. By the Rev. James 

Skinnbr, M.A. With Notice by the Rev. T. T. Cartrr, M.A., Superior General of 
the Confiratemity of the Blessed Sacrament. Royal 33mo., cloth, 6d. 

H7MNS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. By Mrs. C. F. Alexander. 

Fifty-sixth Edition, handsomely printed on thick toned paper, with red border lines, 
lOmo., cloth, 28. fid. 

With Twelve Fhotographs, extra cloth, gilt edges, 58. ; morocco, lOs. 



"This well known collection has cer- 
tainly never before appeared in so attrac- 
tive a form as in the beautiful little book 
before us. The poems need no words at 
this day to enhance the value they have so 
long: possessed, but the volume in which 



they are now embodied is really a work of 
art fjrom the exquisite photographs with 
which it is adorned, and the perfect taste 
with which the whole is arranged.'*— 
Churchman^ Companion, 



MORAL SONGS. By Mrs. C. F. Alexander. A New Illustrated 

Edition, with eighty-flve engravings on wood from original drawings by £. M. Wim- 
peris, R. P. Leitch, W. H. J. Boot, P. Skelton, W. Rainey, and other Artists. The 
illustrations have been arranged and engraved by James D. Cooper. Small 4to., 
cloth, 6s. 

PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. Specially designed for Cottage 

Reading. Second edition. Post 8vo., cloth, 4s. ; cloth, red edges, 4s. 6d. 

HOMEWARD BOUND. The Voyage and the Voyagers; the 

Pilot and the Port. By the Rev. F. E. Pagbt, M.A., Rector of EUbrd. Third edition. 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 4s. 

*' It is a review of the cares, the duties, 
the troubles of life j the consolations that 
enable souls to bear, the principles upon 
which it behoves them to act, the hopes that 
brighten the darkest prospects of the tra- 
veller through the world. It is no unwor- 



thy gift to the Church flrom one who has 
served her so well by his pen in past time." 
— Literary Churchman. 

" No one can read it without being the 
better for it."^Church Bella. 



A STUDENT PENITENT OF 1695. Diary, Correspondence, &c., 

of a Student, illustrating Academical Life at Oxford. By the Rev. F. E. Paobt, M.A., 
Rector of Elford. Crown 8vo., cloth, 4s. 6d. 



"The Diaries are very remarkable for 
their beauty, truth, and sound moral and 
spiritual perceptions. The whole book is 
a gem. But it is the latter part of it which 
charms us most. It is full of suggestive- 



uess, and that of a very delicate and beau- 
tiful kind. For sick persons or for those 
who have much (or indeed anything) to do 
with the sick it will be most valuable."-^ 
Literary Churchman, 



SUNDAY SNOWDROPS. Lay Sermons, more especially for the 

Use of Young Boys. By Waltsk L. Bicknbll. Fcap. 8vo., doth, gilt edges, 3t. fid. 

CHRIST'S KINGDOM UPON EARTH-WHERE IS IT? A 

Few Plain Words on the Church. By Hknrt L. Graham, Curate of Frome, Here- 
fordshire. Fcap. 8vo., Od. 



PublUked by J, Masters ami Co,, 



FIVE PLAIN SERMONS ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE 

ALTAR. Bj Um R0T. W. H. Clsatba, MJl. Fourth Edttton. Fcap. 8vo., U. 

SIX PLAIN SERMONS ON PENITENCE. By the Rev. W. H. 

Clkatbr. M.A. Fourth Bditlon. Fcap. 8vo., it. 

THE LIFE OF PEACE. By the Rev. R. C. Landin Brown, M.A., 

late Vicar of Rhodes, Manchester. Fcap. 8to., doth, ss. fld. 



" This Is a work of umunal beaoty and 
sfrirltaal worth. It Is one that we can re- 
commend to our readers to be pat upon 
the shelf beside their Thomas 4 Kempts and 



' Holy Living and Djing** for periodical 
Qse. We have had few worlcs before us of 
late with which we have been so pleased." 
—Literarp Churckm»n, 



THE DEAD IN CHRIST. A Word of Consolation for Mourners. 

By the Rev. R. C. Lundin Broww, M.A., late Vicar of Rhodes, Manchester. Third 
Edition, saper-royal 32mo., cloth, is. Od. 

ANCIENT EPITAPHS from A.D. 1250 to 1800. CoUected and 

set forth in chronological order by T. F. Ravbnsbaw, M.A., F.S.A., Rector of Pewsey, 
WUts. 8vo., cloth, 78. fid. 

A FEW PRACTICAL HINTS ON CHURCH EMBROIDERY. 

with six plates, is. 

EALENDAR OF THE IMITATION : Sentences for every day 

of the year from the " Imitatio Christi." Translated from the edition of lOso. Edited 
by the late Rev. J. M. Nkali, O.D. New edition, royal 32mo., cloth, is. 

PEARLS RE-STRUNG : Stories from the Apocrypha. By Mrs. 

Mackarnbss, author of "A Trap to Catch a Sunbeam," &e. ifimo., cloth, ss. Od., 
IllQstrated. 



"An eleg:ant and successfal treatment 
of some of the more marked narratives of 
the Apocryphal writingrs. Nothing; could 
be more attractive and winning than the 
way in which these stories are presented 



here, and children will be sure to appre> 
ciate them in the new garb In which Mrs. 
Mackarness has clothed them.** — Literarp 
Churchman. 



NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION. 

SACRED ALLEGORIES. By the late Rev. E. Monro, M.A. 

Complete in one vol. With Illustrations engraved on wood by Mr. J. D. Cooper. 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 7s. 6d.} morocco, lOs. 

THE DARK RIVSR. i THE COMBATANTS. I THE JOURNEY HOME. 

THE VAST ARMY. I THE REVELLERS, &c. I THE DARK MOUNTAINS. 

Cheap Editions of the Allegories separately, is. each, in a new and improved binding, with 

an illustration to each. 

POCKET BOOK OF DEVOTIONS AND EXTRACTS FOR In- 
valids. By C. L. Edited by the Ven. Alfrkd Pott, B.D., Archdeacon of Berkshire, 
Vicar of Clifton Hampden. Super royal 32mo., cloth, is. fid. 

CHURCH CHOIRS ; containing a Brief History of the Changes in 

Church Music during the last Forty or Fifty Years, with Directions for the Formation, 
Management, and Instruction of Cathedral, Collegiate, and Parochial Choirs } being 
the result of thirty-six years' experience in Choir Training. By Fbbobrick Hblmobs. 
Fourth Edition, Crown 8vo., is. 



*'The hints and directions on the for- 
mation, management, and instruction of 



Church Choirs are simply invaluable."— 
Church Times. 



78, New Bond Street. 



5 



SPEAEEBS, SINGERS, AND STAMMERERS. With lUustra- 

tions. By Frkdbrick Hblmorb, author of "Churcli Choirs,*' "The Chorister's 
Instruction Book," &c. Crown Sro., cloth, 4s. 6d. 



** It will prove invaluable to all who are 
preparing: to enter professions, whether 
music, the bar, or the pulpit." — Publie 
Opinion. 

** We know many mannals of elocution, 
and we are bound to say that this is the 
best we have ever seen. We perceive at 



once that we are in the hands of a master. 
There is a most valuable chapter on ' Voice 
Training' of which we must express a very 
high appreciation. This is a book which 
should not be left unnoticed by those who 
have in their charge the training of our 
young clergry." — Literary Churekman, 



CHRIST IN THE LAW; or, the Gospel foreshadowed in the 

Pentateuch. Compiled from various sources. By a Priest of the Church of England. 
Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

real teaching than many an ambitions 



"The author has i^prehended, as it 
seems to us, the real spirit and the only 
true moral value of the Old Testament." 
—Saturday Review. 

**A charming book and one which we 
should be glad to see in every hand. In 
the most modest form it comprises more 

CHRIST IN THE PROPHETS. 

By the Author of " Christ in the Law." 

"The compiler of that capital book, 
'Christ in the Law,' has now issued a 
continuation under the title of ' Christ in 
the Prophets.' This volume is a worthy 
compuiion to its predecessor, and that is 
no small praise. We strongly advise clergy- 



treatise." — Literary Churchman. 

** Written with singular accuracy, mode- 
ration, and Judgment." — Church Review. 

** As a popular ezegetical treatise this 
has had few superiors of its kind."— CAurcA 
Timet. 

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, EingSi 

Fcap. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

men to give both volumes of R. H. N. B.'s 
work to their school teachers, impressing 
upon them at the same time the duty of 
studying them carefully and of reproducing 
what they team from them in the lessons 
they give the children." — Church Timet, 



A COMMENTARY ON THE SONG OF SONGS. By the Rev. 

R. F. Littlbdalb, LL.D., D.C.L. l2mo., antique cloth, 7s. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE PRAYER BOOK, for the use of 

Pastors and Teachers in the Church and School. By the Rev. Richard Adams, 
M.A., Rector of S. Thomas', Manchester. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 48. 

'*The younger clergy, theological stu- 



dents, Sunday School teachers, and in fact 
teachers of all grades, will find it a most 
serviceable manual. It gives J ust the mat- 



ter wanted for Lessons on the Prayer Book ; 
and for this reason any one using it will 
get more help from it than from any book 
we know." — Literary Churchman. 



VILLAGE CONFERENCES ON THE CREED. By the Rev. 

8. Babino-Govld, M.A., Vicar of East Mersea^ author of ** Origin and Development 
of Religious Belief," &c. Second Edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, ss. 6d. 



<* We would wish that every country par- 
son might read and mark these sermons. 
The common sayings and doings, the com- 
mon sights and sounds of country life, 
furnish their illustrations. They revert in 



a fuller degree and with more delicate tact 
than any modem sermons we know to the 
cnriginal type of the parables of the Gospel." 
— Literary Churchman, 



ONE HUNDRED SKETCHES OF SERMONS FOR EXTEMPORE 

PREACHERS. By the Rev. S. Barino-Gould, M.A., author of '* Origin and De- 



velopment of Religious Belief," &c. &c. 

"Full of power and originality — often, 
too, of much beauty. Quite a book to be 
bought. Young men who will really study 
these outlines will be undergoing a process 
of real culture." — Literary Churchman, 

** A really beautiful volume, which we 
can cordially recommend. Those who 



Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

know Mr. Baring-Gould will hardly need 
to be told that almost every page bears 
upon it marks of wide research, powerful 
thought, and uncompromising orthodoxy. 
We particularly commend the frequency 
with which legends, stories, and other illus- 
trations are introduced. "—CAtircA Timet, 



6 PublUhed by J. Matttn and Co.^ 

BY THE REV. J. M. NEALE, D.D., 

Latx Wabdkv 07 Saoktillb Colleob, East GBOTBrxD. 

Fonith SdittoD, Four VoIb., Post Bro., eloCh, los. Od. each. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS, from the Primitive and 

Ifadiieval Writerij and from the Tarioiu Office^Booka and Hymna of the Roman, 
llozarabic, Ambrosian, OalUcaii, Gtttkt Coptic, Armenian, and Syxiac Rites. By the 
Rev. J. M. Nkalk, D.D., and the Rev. R. F. Littlbdalk, LL.D. 

«»* A new edition of Vol. IV. is now ready, containing, besidea the Index of Texts, a 
new iNnsx ov Spbjscts for the whole work. 

The INDBX OF SvBjBCTS may be had aeparately. Price is. hoi psver oorer. 

found by those who have any taste at all 
for sacb stadles a rich and valoable mine 
to which they may again and again recur 
without ronnittg the alightest risk of dig- 
ging out the contents too hastily.*'— 
QuariuM.. 



"This truly valuable and remarkable 
Commentary is a work which atamdM •Imoat, 
if not entirely t alone in the theology ofEng^ 
Umd ; and one to which we may/airlg chal- 
lenge Chrietendom at large to produce omg- 
thing preeiuly corraponding. It will be 



SERMONS PREACHED IN SACKVILLE COLLEGE CHAPEL. 

Second Edition. Four Vols. Crown 8vo., cloth. 



Vol. I. Advent to Whitsun Day. 7s. 6d. 
II. Trinity and Sainta* Days. 7s. 6d. 

** Among the several volumes of writings 
by the late Dr. Neale which have been re- 
cently published, we must assign the fore- 
most place as regards general utility to the 
Sermont preached in Saekville College Cha. 
pel, which hold, as we conceive, the rery 
highest rank amongst modern Sermons 
intended to instruct and comfort the un- 



Vol. III. Lent and Passiontide. 78. 6d. 
IV. The Minor Festivals. 6s. 

learned and sulllering, by reason of the min- 
gled clearness and beauty, the deep teach- 
big and the practical application with which 
these admirable discourses abound.*'— 
Church Timee. 

** Charming volumes.'* — Literary Church- 
man, 



READINGS FOR THE AGED. Selected from "Sermons preached 

in Saekville College Chapel.'* By the late Rev. J. M. Nbalb, D.D., Warden of the 
College. Crown 8vo., cloth, 0s. 



*' One of the most useful books probably 
ever issued for parochial use is the late 
Dr. Neale's Rkaoings roa tub Agbd. 
Being also, as it deserves to be, one of the 



best known books among us, it needs no 
recommendation at our hands.** — Literary 
Churchman. 



SERMONS PREACHED IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE. Second 

Series. Two Vols. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, lOs. 

MISERERE : the Fifty-first Psalm, with Devotional Notes. Re- 
printed, with additiods, from "Neale's Commentary on the Psalms.'* Wrapper, 6d. i 



cloth, is. 

**As a manual for devotional study in 
Advent and Lent it will be found invalna- 
ble, as those who have neither money nor 
leisure to expend on the vast treasury of 



patristical lore stored up in the Commen. 
tary aforesaid may make acquaintance with 
the great work through this pocket ma- 
nual.** — Church Timee, 



SEATONIAN PRIZE POEMS. Fcap. Svo., 3s. 6d. 
MEDIAEVAL H7MNS AND SEQUENCES, translated by the 

Rev. J. M. Nbalb, D.D. Third Edition, with numerous additions. Royal S2mo. ss. 

HTMNS FOR CHILDREN. Three Series in One Vol. Tenth 

Edition. 18mo., cloth, is. 

HYMNS FOR THE SICE. Fourth Edition. 6d.; cloth, Is. 
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CHILDREN'S SERVICES. 

A PLEA FOB CHILDREN'S SERVICES. By the Rev. Theodore 

Johnson, Curate of Warkton, Northamptonshire. 2d. 

SIX METRICAL LITANIES FOR CHILDREN. By the same 

Author. Id. ; or 78. per 100. 

LITANT FOR CHILDREN, with Music, id., or 2s. 6d. per 100. 
THE ORDER FOR A CHILDREN'S SERVICE. With Music. 

Compiled by Hbnry Ditton-Nbwman, Organist of S. John's, Torquay. With Point- 
ing for both Gregorian and Anglican usage. Srd edition. 2d., or Us. per 100; 
cloth, 4d. 

Published with the approval of the Archbishops of Canterbury and Dublin, and autho- 
rised for use in the Dioceses of Durham, Winchester, Ely, Peterborough, Lincoln, Bath 
and Wells, and Oxford. 

BIBLE TRUTHS IN SIMPLE WORDS. Short Addresses to 

Ctiildren. By the Rev. J. E. Vbrnon, M.A., Vicar of BicIcnoUer, Somerset. Fcap. 
8to., Sp. 

"As sermons the addresses are excellent, . 
and there are very few so well suited to 
children as these."— L«7«raiy Churchman. 



"We quite think that sermons such as 
these would be listened to by children with 
understanding and profit.*' — Church Bells, 



Second Edition, with Two new Stories. l6mo., cloth, 2s. 

SERMON STORIES FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND HOME 

READING. By the Rev. H. Housman, author of " Readings on the Psalms." 



** Havingread the Easter Day Sermon story 
to a large congregation of children, we can 
speak from experience of the interest excited 
by this touching allegory, which appears to 
be the gem of the book." — Church Bellt. 



** Will be found very helpflil in children's 
services, readings at school, and even in 
some of those Cottage Lectures which re- 
quire to have some life and interest in 
them."— TAe Guardian. 



SUNDAY AFTERNOONS AT AN ORPHANAGE. Sermonettes 

for Children. By the late Rev. J. M. Nkals, D.D. Third Edition. l8mo., cloth, 2s. 



BY THE RIGHT REV. J. R. WOODFORD, D.D., 

Lord Bishop or Ely. 
ORDINATION SERMONS preached in the Dioceses of Oxford 



and Winchester, i860 — 72. 8vo., Os. 6d. 

*' Sermons all of them striking, all of 
them models of careful conscientious 
thought and composition, and many of 
them very forcible and original. It is a 
valuable volume." — Literary Churchman. 

*' A noble volume of Sermons which are 



such as very few living preachers could 
equal." — Church Review. 

" Pre-eminently good Sermons, welUrea- 
soned, well wrought, happy in illustration, 
rich in reflection, eloquent in expression." 
— Scottish Ouardian. 



SERMONS PREACHED IN VARIOUS CHURCHES OF BRIS- 

TOL. Second Edition. Sro., 78. 0d. 

OCCASIONAL SERMONS. Two Vols. Second Edition. 8vo. 

7s. 6d. each. 



8 Publitked hf J. Master* and Co.y 

BY THE REV. T. T. CARTER, M.A., 

Lats Rkctob of Clbwbb, Hok. Canoit ot CsBitT Church, Oxford, and Wabdbm 

OF TBB HODSB OF MbBCT, CLBWBB. 

PARISH TEACHINGS. The Apostles' Creed and Sacraments. 

down Sto., doth, 4t. 6d. 

SERMONS. Third Edition. 8vo.,98. 
SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS. Crown 8vo., cloth. 

1. THS HOLY EUCHARIST. Fifth Edition. 38. 6d. 

a. THE DIVINE DISPENSATIONS. Second Edition. 38. dd, 

3. THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. 38. Od. 

4. THE LIFE OF GRACE. 38. 0d. 

LENT LECTURES. Four Series in 1 Vol. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

THE IMITATION OF OUR LORD. Fifth Edition. Ss. 0d. Svo. 

THE PASSION AND TEMPTATION OF OUR LORD. Second Edition. 38. 8to. 

PARISH SERMONS ON CHURCH QUESTIONS. Fcap. 8yo., Is. 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND. Tbfard Edition. 48. 

THE DOCTRINE OF CONFESSION IN THE CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND. Second Edition. PostSro.. te. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLT EUCHARIST, drawn from the 

Holj Scriptoree and the Records of the Chorch of England. Third Edition. Fcap. 
Sto., 9d. 

VOWS AND THE RELIGIOUS STATE. Crown Svo., 2s. 
FAMILT PRATERS. Fonrth Edition. 18mo., cloth, Is. 

EDITED BY THE REV. T. T. CARTER. 
A BOOK OF PRIVATE PRATER, FOR MORNING, MID-DAT, 

NIGHT, AND OTHER TIMES, with Rules for those who would live to God amid the 
business of daily life. Eleyenth Edition. Ump cloth. Is. ; cl., red edg^s, ist 3d.; roan, 
18. 6d. 

LITANIES, and other Devotions. Second Edition. Is. 6d. 
MEMORIALS FOR USE IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE. Second 

Edition Enlarged. Od. 

NIGHT OFFICE FOR CHRISTMAS. 6d. 

THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE LORD ON THE KING'S HIGH- 

WAY OF THE CROSS. Devotional Aids for Holy Week. Fcap. Sro., cloth, u. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLT CHILD, being Readings on the 

Incarnation. Part I., Is. Part II., Ss. 6d. In One Vol., Ss. 6d. doth. 

MANUAL OF DEVOTION FOR SISTERS OF MERCT. In 

Eight Parts, or Two Vols., cloth, lOs. 

SIMPLE LESSONS; or, Words Easy to be Understood. A 

Manual of Teaching. Three Parts in one Volume. Third Edition. iSmo., cloth, Ss. 
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BY THE REV. W. H. HUTCHINGS, MA, 

Sub-Wabden ov thb Hotjsb of Mbbcy, Oleweb. 
THE LIFE OF PRATER. A Course of Lectures. Grown 8vo., 



" It is eminently wise and pious. We 
do not know aoy work at ooce so full and 
so concise, so sympathetic and so sys^- 
matic." — Literary Churchman. 



doth, 48. 

"Nothhigcan be more deligrbtfol than 
the way in wliich the author of these Lec- 
tures has treated a devotional subject of 
the very first rank and absolutely needful 
for every Christian." — Church Quartertp. 

Second Edition, revised and enlarged. With an Index, crown 8vo., cloth, 4s. 

THE PERSON AND WORE OF THE HOLT GHOST. A Doc- 

trinal and Devotional Treatise. 

become a Treatise. We may hope that it 



"Readers of Mr. Hutchingrs' valuable 
work will welcome this new and improved 
edition. From a Course of Lectures it has 



will become of permtment use to the 
Church."— CAurcA Quarterly. 



Second Edition, crown Sro., cloth, 48. 

SOME ASPECTS OF THE CROSS. 

'* A thorough and profound treatise on I analysis and with a noteworthy combina* 
this snhiiect written with great power fd \ tion of soberness and deptii."— OuarcKan. 



BOOKS FOR THE USE OF THE CLERGY. 

Sixth Edition, maeh enlarged. 

THE PRIESTS PRAYER BOOK, with a brief Pontifical. Con- 
taining Private Prayers and Intercessloos; Offices, Readings, Prayers, Litanies, and 
Hymns, for the Visitation of the Sick ; Oflices for Bible and Confirmation Classes, 
Cottage Lectures, &c. } Notes on Confession, Direction, Missions, and Retreats ; Re- 
medies for Sin j Anglican Orders j Bibliotheca Sacerdotalis, &c., &c. 

One Vol. doth . . . 6s. 6d. Two Vols, cloth . . .7s. 6d. 

One Vol. calf or morocco lOs. 6d. Two Vols, calf or morocco I6s. Od. 

With Common Prayer, 28. 6d. additional. 

Reprinted from " The Priest's Prayer Book," 

Rkspoxsal to thb Offices of thb Sick. For the Use of Attendants. Cloth, 1*. 
Parochial Offices, id. School Officbs. id. 

Officb fob a RuRinBCAiTAL SvNon or Clbrical Mkbting. id. 
Anglican OansBS. A Sommary of Historical Evidence. Id. 
Officb for thb Admission of a Choristbr. id. 

EMBER HOURS. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate, M.A., Rector of 

Brighstone, Isle of Wight. Third Editiou Revised, with an Essay on RELIGION IN 
RELATION TO SCIENCE, by the Rev. T. S. Ackland, M.A., Vicar of Newton Wold, 
author of " Story of Creation," &c. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

MEMORIALE VIT^ SACERDOTALIS; or, Solemn Warnings of 
the Great Shepherd, Jbsus Christ, to the Clergy of His Holy Church. From the 
Latin of Arvisenet. Adapted to the Use of the Anglican Church by the late Bishop 
OF Brbcuin. lUrd edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 8s. 6d.) calf, 88. 

MEMORANDA PAROCHIALIA, or the Parish Priest's Pocket Book. 
By the Rev. F. £. Paobt, M.A., Rector of Elford. Ss. 0d., double size 6s. 

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER OF 1662, according to the Sealed 
Copy in the Tower. Printed in red and black, fcap. 8vo., antique cloth, 6s. Also 
in various bindings. 



10 Published by J. Masters and Co,, 

THE CHURCHMAN'S DIARY : an Almanack and Directory for the 
Celebration of the Servioeof the Church. 4d. ; interleaved, 6d. ) cloth, lOd. ; roan tack, 
is. 

SERMONS REGISTER, for Ten Years, by which an account may be 
kept of Sermons, the number, sut^iect, and when preached. Post 4to., is. 

REGISTER OF SERMONS, PREACHERS, NUMBER OF COM- 

MUNICANTS, AND AMOUNT OF OFFERTORY. Fcap. 4to., bound, 48. 6d. (The 
Book of Strange Preachers as ordered by the sSnd Canon.) 

REGISTER OF PERSONS CONFIRMED AND ADMITTED TO 

HOLY COMMUNION. For 500 names, 4s. 6d. For 1000 names, 7s. 6d. half-bound. 

THE LITANY. TOGETHER WITH THE LATTER PART OF 

THE COMMINATION SERVICE NOTED. Edited by Richard Redhrad. Hand, 
somely printed in red Mid black. Demy 4to., wrapper, 7s. 6d.; imitation morocco, 
18s. } best morocco, 34s. ; morocco panelled, &c., SOs. 

THE LITTLE HOURS OF THE DAY, according to the Kalendar of 

the Chorch of England. Complete Edition, crown 8vo., cloth, Ss. 6d. ; wrapper, 2s. 6d. 
HORARIUM ; seu Libellus Precationum, Latin^ editus. 18mo., cl. Is. 

THE CLERGYMAN'S MANUAL OF PRIVATE PRAYERS. Col- 
lected and Compiled from Various Sources. A Companion Book to '* The Priest's 
Prayer Book." Cloth, is. 

THE PRIEST IN HIS INNER LIFE. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Is. 



DEVOTIONAL BOOKS. 

BENEATH THE CROSS. Readings for Children on our Lord's 

Seven Sayingps. By Florbncs Wilpobo. Edited by Cbarlottb M. Yonob. 18mo., 
cloth boards, ls.6d.} limp cloth, is. 

THE LOVE OF THE ATONEMENT, a Devotional Exposition of 

the Fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. By the late Right Rev. R. Mtlman, D.D., Bishop 
of Calcutta. Fifth Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE SUFFERING LIFE OF OUR LORD. 

Translated from Plnart. Adapted to the use of the Anglican Church by A. P. Forbbs, 
D.C.L., late Bishop of Brechin. Fifth Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 5s. ; calf, lOs. 

NOURISHMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN SOUL. Translated from 

Pinart. Adapted to the nse of the Anglican Church by A. P. Forbbs, D.C.L., late 
Bishop of Brechin. Fourth Edition. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 6s. ; calf, lOs. 

THE MIRROR OF YOUNG CHRISTIANS. Translated from the 

French. Edited by A.P. Forbks, D.C.L., Bishop of Brechin. With Engravings, 2s. 6d. ; 
morocco antique, 7s. 

THE DIVINE MASTER : a Devotional Manual illustrating the Way 

of the Cross. With Ten steel Engravings. Ninth Edition. 28. 6d.j morocco, 58. 
Cheap Edition, in wrapper, is. 

THE SHADOW OF THE HOLY WEEK. By the Author of "The 

Divine Master.*' l8mo., cloth, Is. 

THE PSALTER, or Seven Ordinary Hours of Prayer, according to 

the Use of the Church of Sarum. Beautifully printed and illustrated. Fcap. 4to., 
antique binding. Reduced to l5s. 

THE DIVINE LITURGY: a Manual of Devotions for the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar. For those who communicate. Fourth Edition, revised, with 
additional Prayers and Hymns, limp cloth, is. 6d. A superior edition printed on 
toned paper, cloth boards, red edges, 28. 6d. 
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A FEW DEVOTIONAL HELPS FOR THE CHRISTIAN SEA. 

SONS. Edited by Two Clergymen. Two Vols., cloth, 58. 6d. 

COMMUNION WITH GOD. Meditations and Prayers for One 
Week. By a Clergyman. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2b. 

THE KALENDAR OF THE IMITATION : Sentences for every day 

of the year from the *' Imitatio Christi." Translated from the edition of l630. 
Edited by the late Rev. J. M. Nbalb, D.D. New edition, royal 32mo., cloth, is. 

THE GREAT TRUTHS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

Edited by the late Rev. W. T7. Richards, M.A- Sixth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 38. } 
calf, 8s. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD AND 

EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. By the Rev. J. S. Tdtk, M.A., Vicar of Markington, York- 
shire. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

SPIRITUAL VOICES FROM THE MIDDLE AGES. Consisting of 

a Selection of Abstracts fxova the Writings of the Fathers, adapted for the Hoar of 
Meditation, and concluding with a Biographical Notice of their Lives. 3s. 6d. 

PRAYERS AND MAXIMS. In large type. Fourth Edition. Crown 

8vo. cloth, 28. 6d. 

THE SOLILOQUY OF THE SOUL, and THE GARDEN OF 

ROSES. Translated firom Thomas It Kempis. By the Rev. W. B. Flowbr, B.A. 8s. 

MANUAL FOR MOURNERS, with Devotions, Directions, and Forms 

of Self- Examination. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

THE HOUR OF DEATH. A Manual of Prayers and Meditations 
intended chiefly for those who are in Sorrow or in Sickness. By the Rev. J. B. 
Wilkinson. Royal 32mo., 2s. 

MEDITATIONS ON OUR LORD'S PASSION. Translated from the 

Armenian of Matthew, Vartabed. 2s. fid. 

SELECTIONS, NEW AND OLD. With a Preface by the late 

Bishop Wilbrrforcb. Fcap. 8vo., 48. 6d. 

THE HIDDEN LIFE. Translated from Nepveu's Pens^es Chr^iennes. 

Fomth Edition, enlarged. iSmo., 28. 

TWELVE SHORT AND SIMPLE MEDITATIONS ON THE SUF- 
FERINGS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. Edited by the Rev. Canon Butlbr. 
2s. fid. 

THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE LORD ON THE KING'S HIGH- 
WAY OF THE CROSS. Devotional Aids for Holy Week. Edited by the Rev. T. T. 
Cartbr. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD, being Readings on the Incar- 

nation. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Cabtbr. Part I., fcap. 8vo., is. Part II., 2s. fid. 
In One Vol. cloth, 3s. fid. 

COMPANION FOR LENT. Being an Exhortation to Repentance, 

from the Syriac of S. Ephraem ; and Thoughts for Every Day in Lent, gathered from 
other Eastern Fathers and Divines. By the Rev. S. C. Malan, M.A. Is. 3d. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DAY. By the Rev. F. E. Paget, M.A. Royal 

32mo., 2s. cloth ; 6s. morocco. 

MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY WEEK IN THE CHRISTIAN 

YEAR. By the Compiler of "Plain Prayers," with an Introduction by the Rev. 
Canon BuTLKB, M.A., Vicar of Wantage. Second Edition. l8mo., doth, is. fid. 
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THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS. A Devotional Com- 

mentaiy. By Bsllakmiitb. Seeand Sdtthm. it. 6d« 
THE THREE HOUES AQONT: Meditations, Prayers, and Hymns on 

the Seven Words firom the Crou d oar Most Holy Redeemer, together with Additional 
Devotions oo the Passion. 4d. 

EUCHARISTIC MEDITATIONS FOR A MONTH ON THE MOST 

HOLY COMMUNION. Translated from the Fnnob of AvziUon. limp cloth, Ss. 6d. 

DAILY MEDITATIONS : from Ancient Sources. Advent. Cloth, Is. 
DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR A MONTH, on some of the more 

Moving Truths of Christianity ) in order to determine the Sool to be in earnest in the 
love and Service of her Goo. Trom Ancient Sources. Cloth, is. 

A TREATISE OF THE VIRTUE OF HUMILITY, abridged from 

the Spanish of Rodriguez -, for the ase of persons living in the world. Cloth, is. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH, newly 

Translated and Abridged from the Original Spanish of Lois de Granada, ss. cloth. 

SPIRITUAL EXERCISES : Readings for a Retreat of Seven Days. 

Translated and Abridged frt>m the French of Boordalone. is. 6d. 



AIDS TO CATECHISINQ. 

CATECHISINGS ON THE LIFE OF OUR LORD. By the Ven. 

W. Lba, M.A., Archdeacon of Worcester. 1 2mo., cloth, ss. 6d. 

CATECHISINGS ON THE PRAYER BOOK. By the Ven. W. Lea, 

M.A. Third Edition. l8mo., cloth, is. 

A CATECHISM ON THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. By 

the late Rev. Alkxandbr Watson. l8mo., cloth, 28. 

A CATECHISM OF THEOLOGY. Second Edition, revised. 18mo., 

cloth, IS. 6d. { wrapper, is. 

THE CHURCH CATECHISM DEVELOPED. By Walter Hilmay 

PiBRSBT. l8mo., 4d. 

THE EVENING MEETINGS ; or, the Pastor among the Boys of his 

Flock. By C. M. S. Fcap. 8vo., Ss. 



By the Author of ^^ The Churchman's Guide to Faith 

and Piety." 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SICK ROOM, PRAYERS IN SICKNESS. 

&c. Cloth, ss. 6d. 

COMPANION FOR THE SICK ROOM : being a Compendium of 

Christian Doctrine. 2s. 6d. 

OFFICES FOR THE SICK AND DYING. Reprinted from the 

above, is. 

LEAFLETS FOR THE SICK AND DYING ; supplementary to the 

OflElces for the same in **The Chnrchman's Guide to Faith and Piety." First Scries. 
Price per set of eight, 6d. j cardboard, gd. 
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MANUALS OF PRAYER. 

THE DAY HOURS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, newly 

Translated and Arranged according: to the Prayer Book and the Anthorised Tran8la« 
tion of the Bible. Fifteenth Thoosand. Crown 8vo., wrapper, U.; cloth, IB. 6d. 

THE ORDER FOR PRIME. TERCE, SEXT, NONE, AND COM- 

PLINE, ACCORDING TO THE USE OP THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Newly 
revised. Qd. in wrapper. 
This is printed in a form suitable for binding with the Tarioos editions of the Prayer 
Book firom 24mo. to crown 8vo. 

THE SERVICE FOR CERTAIN HOLYDAYS. Being a Supple- 
ment to ** The Day Hours of the Church of England." Crown 8yo., 28. 

THE DAY OFFICE OF THE CHURCH, according to the Kalendar 

of the Church of England ; consisting of Lauds, Vespers, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, 
and Compline, throughout the Year. To which are added, the Order for the Adminis- 
tration of the Reserved Eucharist, Penance, and Unction ; together with the Office of 
the Dead, Commendation of a Soul, divers Benedictions and Offices, and full Rubrical 
Directions. 
A complete Edition, especially for Sisterhoods and Religions Houses. By the Editor of 
" The Little Hours of the Day." Crown svo., 48. fid. ; cloth, red edges, 58. 6d. j calf, 
98. 6d.; morocco, lOs.Gd. 

THE CHURCHMAN'S GUIDE TO FAITH AND PIETY. A Manual 

of Instruction and Devotions. Compiled by Robkrt Brbtt. Fourth Edition. Cloth, 
38. 6d. } antique calf or plain morocco, 8s. od. Two Vols., cloth, 4s. j limp calf, lis. j 
limp morocco, I3s. 

THE PRIMER, set forth at large with many Godly and Devout Prayers. 

Edited, f^om the Post- Reformation Recension, by the Rev. GRRASn Moultrie, M.A., 
Vicar of South Leigh. Fourth Thousand. l8mo., cloth, Ss. Rubricated Edition, 
antique cloth, 68. 

THE HOURS OF THE PRIMER. Published separately for the use 

of individual members of a household in Family Prayer. iSmo., cloth, is. 

MANUAL OF DEVOTION FOR SISTERS OF MERCY. Edited 

by the Rev. T. T. Cartbr, M.A. In Eight Parts or Two Vols, cloth, lOs. 

A BOOK OF PRIVATE PRAYER FOR MORNING, MID-DAY, 

NIGHT, AND OTHER TIMES, with Rules for those who would live to God amid 
the business of Daily Life. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Cartbr. Eleventh Edition. 
Limp cloth, is.; cloth, red edges, is. Sd.; roan, is. 6d. 

THE MANUAL : a Book of Devotion. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate. 

Twenty.first Edition. Cloth limp, is.; boards, is. Sd.j leather, 18. fid. Cheap 
Edition, 6d. A Superior Edition, l2mo., cloth, is. 6d. 

SURSUM CORDA: Aids to Private Devotion. Collected from the 
Writings of English Churchmen. Compiled by the Rev. F. E. Paobt. 28. 6d. cloth. 

THE MANTLE OF PRAYER ; a Book of Devotions, compiled chiefly 

from those of Bishop Andrewes. By A. N. With a Preface by the Rev .W.J. Butlbr, 
M.A., Canon of Worcester. Fcap. Svo., cloth, is. 6d.} roan, 28. 6d. 

CHRISTIAN SERVANT'S BOOK of Devotion, Self-Examination, and 

Advice. Sixth Edition. Cloth, is. 

POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS FOR THE HOURS, &c., 

with the Collects fh>m the Prayer Book. New Edition. Royal 32mo., cloth, is. ) 

calf, 38. 
This popular Manual has been revised by several clergymen, and important additions 
have been made for the purpose of rendering it more suitable for private use, and 
especially for Retreats. 
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THE POCKET BOOK OF DAILY PRAYERS. Translated from 

Eastern Origrinals. By the Rey . S. C. M alan, M. A. Suited for the Waistcoat Pocket. 
Cloth, 0d. } roan, Is. 

DEVOTIONS FOR DAILY USE. With Preface by the Hon. and 

Rev. Canon Courtsnat. Royal 39mo., cloth extra, is. 
A MANUAL OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, containing Prayers for 

each Day in the Week, Devotions for the Holy Commnnion, and for the Sick. By 
Bishop ANoajcyras. 6d. ; cloth, 9d. { calf, 2s. fid. 

A COLLECTION OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS FOR THE HOURS 

OP PRAYER. ByBisBOP CosiN. Is. { calf or morocco, Ss. 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S PLAIN GUIDE. By the Rev. Walter A. Gray, 

M. A., Vicar of Arksey. SSmo., cloth hoards, is. Cheap Edition, wrapper, 6d. 

THE DEVOUT CHORISTER. Thoughts on his Vocation, and a Ma- 
nual of Devotions for his use. By Thomas F. Smith, B.D. 32mo., cloth, is. 

A MANUAL OF DEVOTIONS FOR SCHOOL-BOYS. Compiled 

from yarious sources. By R. Brbtt. 6d. 

PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS. 

By R. Brbtt. 6d. j cloth, 8d. Part I. Sd., cloth 4d. j Part II. 4d., cloth 6d. 

THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S MANUAL. Second Edition. 6d. 



FAMILY PRAYERS. 

BOOK OF FAMILY PRAYERS, collected from the Public Liturgy 

of the Church of England. By E. G., Minor Canon of Durham. 2s. 

PRAYERS FOR A CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD, chiefly taken from 

the Scriptures, from the Ancient Liturgies, and the Book of Common Prayer. By 
the Rev. T. Bovdmr. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

FAMILY DEVOTIONS FOR A FORTNIGHT. Compiled from the 

Works of Bishop Andrbwbs, Kms, Wilson, Kbttlrwbll, Nblson, Spinckbs, &c. 
(Suited also for private use.) New Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 6d. 

PRAYERS AND LITANIES, taken from Holy Scripture, together 
with a Calendar and Table of Lessons. Arranged by the Rev. J. S. B. Monsbll, LL.D. 
l6mo., cloth, is. 

FAMILY PRAYERS adapted to the course of the Ecclesiastical Year. 
By the Rev. R. A. SucKtiNo. 6d. j cloth, is. 



VOLUMES OF SERMONS AND LECTURES. 

ASHLEY, REV. J. M.— THE VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT: a 

Course of Short Sermons by way of Commentary on the Eighth Chapter of S. Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

THIRTEEN SERMONS FROM THE QUARESIMALE 

OF QUIRICO ROSSI. Translated firom the Italian. Edited by J. M. Asblky, B.C.L. 
Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

BAINES, REV. J.— SERMONS. Fcap. 8vo., 5s. 

BRIGHT, REV. CANON, D.D.— EXGHTEEN SERMONS OF S. 

LEO THE GREAT ON THE INCARNATION, translated with Notes and with the 
" Tome" of S. Leo in the original. Syo., cloth, 68. 
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BKECHIN, THE LATE BP. OF.— ARE YOU BEING CONVERTED ? 

Sermons on Serious Subjects. Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 

SERMONS ON AMENDMENT OF LIFE. Second Edition. 

Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 

THE WANING OF OPPORTUNITIES, and other Sermons, 



Practical and Doctrinal. Fcap. 8vo. 38. 6d. 

SERMONS ON THE GRACE OF GOD, and other Cognate 



Subjects, ss. 6d. 

BUTLER, REV. W. J.— SERMONS FOR WORKING MEN. 

Second Edition. l2mo.. 6s. 6d. 

CHAMBERLAIN, REV. T.— THE THEORY OF CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP. Second Edition. 3s. 6d. 

THE SEVEN AGES OF THE CHURCH as indicated in the 

Messages to the Seven Churches of Asia. Post Svo., Ss. 

CHANTER, REV. J. M.— SERMONS. 12mo., Ss. 6d. 

CODD, REV. E. T.— SERMONS addressed to a Country Congregation, 
including Four preached before the University of Cambridge. Third Series. i2mo., 
6s. 6d. 

DAVIDSON, REV. J. P. F.— THE HOLY COMMUNION. A 

Course of Sermons. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo., cloth, is. 6d. 

EVANS, REV. A. B., D.D.— CHRISTIANITY IN ITS HOMELY 

ASPECTS : Sermons on Various Sul]|ject8. Second Series. l2mo., 3s. 

FLOWER, REV. W. B.— SERMONS FOR THE SEASONS OF 

THE CHURCH, translated from S. Bernard. 8vo., Ss. 6d. 

GALTON, REV. J. L.— ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-TWO 

LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION. In Two Vols. Fcap.Svo., iSs. 

NOTES OF LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF CANTICLES 

OR SONG OF SOLOMON, delivered in the Parish Charch ot S. S. dwell, Exeter. 68. 

GRESLEY, REV. W.— PRACTICAL SERMONS. 12mo., Ss. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED AT BRIGHTON. 12mo., 3s. 6d. 

HAMILTON, REV. L. R.— PAROCHIAL SERMONS. Fcap. 8yo. 

3s. 6d. 

IRONS, REV. W. J., D.D.— THE PREACHING OF CHRIST. 

A Series of Sixty Sermons for the People. In a Packet, 5s. } cloth, 6s. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST : being a Second Series of 



Sermons for the People. Second Edition. 8vo., 6s. 

LEA, THE VEN. ARCHDEACON.— SERMONS ON THE PRAYER 

BOOK. Fcap. Svo., 2s. 

LEE, REV. F. G., D.C.L.— MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS, by 

Clergymen of the Church of England. Edited by F. O. Lbk. Crown Svo. , 3s. 6d. 

MILLARD, REV. F. M.— S. PETER'S DENIAL OF CHRIST. 

Seven Short Sermons to Boys. Fcap. 8yo., Is. 4d. 

NEWLAND, REV. H.— POSTILS \ Short Sermons on the Parables, 

&c., adapted from the Fathers. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo., 3s. 

NUGEE, REV. G.— THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS AS AP- 
PLIED TO OUR OWN DEATHBEDS. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 
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PAGET, REV. F. E.— SERMONS ON THE SAINTS' DAYS. 12mo., 
as. 0d. 

SERMONS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS. Crown 8vo., 6%. 

PRICHARD. REV. J. C— SERMONS. Fcap. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 
PRYNNE, REV. G. R.— PLAIN PAROCHIAL SERMONS. Second 

Series. 8to., I0». M. 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS (New Volume.) 8vo., 10a. 6d. 

POTT, THE VEN. ARCHDEACON.— CONFIRMATION LEa 

TURES delivered to a Villas Conyre^tlon in the Diocese of Oxford. 3rd Edition. 28. 

SUCKLING, REV. R. A.— SERMONS PLAIN AND PRACTICAL. 

Fourth Edition. Fcap. Bvo., ss. fid. 

SERMONS BY VARIOUS CONTRIBUTORS ILLUSTRATING 

THE OFFICES OF THE PRAYER BOOK. 8vo., 38. fid. 

THOMPSON, REV. H.— CONCIONALIA. Outlines of Sermons for 

Parochial Use throughout the Year. Dedicated, by permission, to the Lord Bishop 
or Bath AND Wills. First Series. Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 7s. fid. 

CONCIONALIA. Second Series. Fcap. 8vo., Bs. 6cl. 

TOMLINS, REV. R.— SERMONS for the Greater Cycle of High Days 

in the Church's Year, with Sermons for Special and Ordinary Occasions. Second 
Edition, lamo., 5s. 

ADVENT SERMONS. Illustrated by copious references to 

the Advent Services. Second Edition. First and Second Series, in One Vol., cloth, 
ss. fid. 

WATSON, REV. A.— THE SEVEN SAYINGS ON THE CROSS. 

8vo., Ss. fid. 

JESUS THE GIVER AND FULFILLER OF THE NEW 

LAW. Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes. Svo., Ss. fid. 

WEST, REV. J. R.— SERMONS ON THE ASCENSION OF OUR 

LORD. Fcap. Svo., Ss. fid. 

PARISH SERMONS FOR THE ADVENT AND CHRIST- 

MAS SEASONS. Fcap. Svo., 3s. 

PARISH SERMONS ON THE HOLY EUCHARIST. Fcap. 

Svo., cloth, 48. fid. 

WILKINSON, REV. J. B.— MISSION SERMONS. Third Series. 

Fcap. Svo., fis. 

WINDSOR, REV. S. B.— SERMONS FOR SOLDIERS preached at 

Home and Abroad. Fcap. Svo., ss. fid. 

WOOD, REV. S. THEODORE.— THE REVOLT OF MAN FROM 

GOD. An Advent Course of Four Sermons, Addresses to Men. is. 

WROTH, REV. W. R.— FIVE SERMONS ON SOME OF THE 

OLD TESTAMENT TYPES OF HOLY BAPTISM. Post Svo., 3s. 
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